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THE SPECIE CIRCULAR. A joint resolution, virtually re- | nearness of banks in most seaports, be taken, and) 
ealing the specie circular of July, 1836, has passed | easily exchanged before making payments, yet, from} Kent county, Maryland, proposes to give, at the next 
he remoteness of many land offices trom banks, this | annual fair, a premium of a silver cup for the best acre 


Both houses of congress by large majorities, and, hav- | t 
ing been signed 


tre . , 
the collectors and receivers of public money: 


— nation, unless the same be “payable, on demand, in 
gold and silver coin, at the pace where issued,” and | on one acre, the best crop of sugar beets, mangel wurt- 
, : 
“equivalent to specie at the place where” received, as 


CIRCULAR FROM THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 


To all collectors and receivers of public money: : 


Treasury department, June 1, 1838. | respect © Pra These requirements can, in the 
By a resolution, passed the 31st ultimo, congress has opimon o 

declared “ That it shall not be lawful for the secretary | certainty, and unnecessary risk and loss more surely 

of the treasury to make or to continue in force, any avoided, by confining the receipt, as has been the usage 
eneral order, which shall create any difference be- | at some former periods, to the notes of banks situated 


by the president, is now a law of the | could not be effected there without much delay and ex- 
land. In pursusnce of that law the secretary of the | pense; and as uniformity is now required, the provision 
asury has addressed the circular, inserted below, to | must be made general. 








AGRICULTURAL FatIR. The agricultural society of 


ot corn and wheat; also premiums for the best colt not 
more than two years old, the best calf, the best home 
made carpet, fur the best home-made stockings, the 


3d. Nor will you accept bank notes of any denomi- | best home-made cloth, the best sample of butter, the 


3 substantially required by the last mentioned act in 


the department, be enforced with greater 


best sewing silk, for the best crop of timothy and clover, 


zell, ruta baga, and potatoes on one-fourth of an acre; 
the best boar, sow, ram, ewe, &c. 





Marve. On the 24th ult. the governor and council 


met to examine the returns of votes for member of con- 


gress for Oxford district, in place of the late hon. T. J. 
Carter, deceased. 


The whole number of votes return- 


tween the different branches of revenue, as to the mo- | within your state, and in the adjoining state. The cred- | ed are 8,321. 


ney or medium of payment in which debts or dues, ac- i 
cruing to the United States, may be paid,” f 
To carry this resolution into eflect, it has become ne- | | 


cessary to issue new instructions to collectors and re- | purposes. 


ceivers of public money. 


By the present laws specie and treasury notes alone | since the 4th of July, 1836, has issued “any note or bill 


are expressly made receivable for all kinds of public | ¢ 
dues, and you will of course continue to take them: till | ¢ 
otherwise instructed. 

A circular was issued under the direction otf the pre- 


sident of the United States, on the 1th of July, 1836, | effect this, and all former circulars still in force; and par- 
which, after a certain period prohibited any currency | ticularly is it enjoined that receivers be vigilant to fur- 


from being taken in payment of the public lands except | ! 
specie—no authority for the issue of treasury notes be- || 
ing then in existence. 


betakea for duties—yet, the various reasons contained | | 





in it were not applicable to the revenue from customs, | cording to the spirit of these instructions, and the man- 


and a practice had existed before and has been contin- |1 


xed since, to receive bank notes of a certain character | designed to enforce. 


in payment of duties. | 

In this condition of things, and without any new le- | 
gislation, either to extend the provisions of that circular 
to every branch of the revenue, or tu abolish the prac- 
tice of taking bank notes for any branch of it, congress 
directed, by the resolution above quoted, that no differ- 
ence or discrimination shall be created or continued in 
force by any general order emanating from this depart- 
ment. Ithas thus been made the imperative duty of 
the secretary of the treasury, either to require the col- 
lection of the whole revenue, in allits branches, in gold, 
or silver, or treasury notes, or to permit, under such re- 
strictions as the existing laws impose, and us the safety 
of the public money may seem to require, the accept- 
ance uf bank notes, for lands sold as well as for other 
public dues. 

However desirable it may be on some accounts, that 


the receipts and payments uf the general goverement | provisions - the act of 2lst May, 1833, amount to 
. $800,307 26. 


shall be in the currency provided in the constitution, 
and however inexpedient it may be to give undue en- 
courageiment to a different currency, which by its flue- 
tuations in quantity and value often renders the wages 
of labor uncertain, gives instability to the value of pro- 

perty, and thus enables the artful to accumulate wealth | 
at the expense of the unwary, itis not believed that this | 
department can find a sufficient. warrant in the pro- | 
ceedings of congress, or in the public epinion, to justi- 

ly the sudden and total exclusion at this time of the | 
notes of specie paying banks from reception for public | 
dues of every description. 

Important changes have also taken place since July, | 
1836, in the condition of the banks and of business ge- 
herally, which have diminished the necessity for unusu- 
al checks on excesses and overactions. 

Influenced by these considerations, and by a desire 
to accommodate the public debtors as far is compatible 
with the restrictions of law and the safety of the pecu- 
lary interests committed to my care, I feel bound to 
entorce the uniformity now required, by availing my- 
self of the permission givea in the resolution of 1816, 
to receive the notes of bank, and by extending, under 
siutable limitations, the receipt of such notes equally to 
all branches of the public revenue. 

The limitations as to the character of the notes re- 
ceivable, will be such as are required by express laws, 
or by necessary implication. Some of these limitations 
have always, excepi at one brief interval, been adopted 
in practice since the formation of the constitution, and | 
are deemed essential to maintain a sound currency, so 
indispensable to the prosperity of trade and a healthy 
State of public morals. Others have been introduced 
More recently to promote fiscal convenience, the public 
Security, and an equal standard of value. 

Ist. You will in conformity to the obvious intent of 
the resolution of 1816, take such bank notes only as 
‘ (74 ‘ . © 
are “payable, and paid on demand, in the legal curren- 
cy of the United States.” 

d. You will receive none of a less denomination 
‘an twenty dollars; the reception of all smaller denom 
ations being virtually prohibited by the second sec- 
lion of the act of April 14th, 1836, which forbids their 
mes paid out to any creditor of the United States. 


ee 


section of the act of the 23d June, 1836. 


vouchers on hand, and to guard against the imposition 
This circular did not order any different medium to | upon the land offices of bank notes not sate or equiva- 


r 


Of that amount there has been returned to 


t of these notes can usually be best known—counter- | For Virgil Delphini Parris, (Van Buren,) 
“se 


eits of them more easily detected—and specie obtained 
or them with less delay when it is wanted tor public 


4th. You will not take the notes of any bank which, 


»f a less denomination than five dollars;’ the notes of 
ill such banks being expressly excluded by the eighth 


Great care will be expected from you in carrying into 


lish every facility to the registers for making the month- 
y examinations, recently required, of the funds and 


ent to specie, and not well known to be receivable, ac- 
fest intentions of the acts of congress, which they are 


Respectfully, 
Lrv1 Woopsery, 
Secretary of the treusury. 
OFFICIAL——-TREASURY NOTES. 
Treasury department, June 1, 1833. 





[he whole amount of treasury notes authorized by the | 
act of 12th of Octuber, 1837, has been issued by the | 
treasurer, VIZ: - - - 10,000,000 | 


the treasury for duties and lands, and in 
YT 


payment of debts to the United States, 


about - - - 6,000,000 





Leaving $4,000,000 
The treasury notes issued up to this day under the 


Levy Woopsury, 
Secretary of the treasury. 








The “Richmond Enquire” of yesterday, after con- 

cratulating its readers on the passage of the resolution 
rescinding the specie circular, says—“the resolution, 
upon the face of it, only does away the discrimination 
between the monies to be received for public lands and 
customs; but in point of fact, it will supersede the call 
for specie in the payment of the public lands—as it is 
sufficiently obvious, at present, the secretary of the 
treasury will not resort to a general requisition for 
specie. The resolution was voted for accordingly on 
that principle. 
There can be little doubt, this measure will smooth 
the way to the resumption of specie payments by the 
western, northwestern, and southwestern banks. ‘The 
Detroit banks complain that their resumption is em- 
barrassed by the specie circular, which drains the 
baaks there to buy lands. This complaint will now 
be removed—and a new impulse will be communicated 
to the recuperative energies of all the solvent western 
banks. 


4,349 

N.8. Littlefield, 166 

Joseph G. Cole, “ 60 

Judah Dana, 6 3 

R. K. Goodenow, (conservative,) 30 

Scattering, (for 12 different persons,) 23 
4,631 


Zadoz Long, (whig,) 3,690—3,690 


——— 


941 


Van Buren plurality, including conservative and scat- 


tering. 
The majority for V. D. Parris is 187. His plurality 


over all others 377. 


According to the official list, the votes in the district, 


when Mr. Carter was elected, were as follows: 








New York MONEY MARKET. The New York Gazette 





of Thursday, says: “ Exchange on England is gettnig 
up. Prime bills on London are held at 8 per cent. 
The Sampson and Orpheus, which arrived yesterday, 
brought a large amount of specie; and, as our last dates 
from England informed that accounts had been received 
from New York of the fall of exchange to 4 1-2 per 
cent., we may expect still further imports of the nre- 
cious metals by the next packets. Drafts on Philaael- 
phia sold yesterday at 2 per cent. discount.” 

Gen. Jesup, accompanied by his aids, arrived in this 
city on Tuesday last, via Norfolk. On noticing the 
arrival of Gen. J. the “Globe” says: “‘ We believe the 
war in Florida may now be considered at an end. 
There are but a small band of Mickasukies, and only 
a single chief of note, still absconding in the swamps. 


Gen. Jesup has taken altogether about seventeen hun- 
dred of these banditti, and among them the most in- 


I'exas. 
tion of adjourning. 
executing the land patents, in a communication to con- 
gress, explaining his views at length. The Banner re- 
marks, the course uf the executive had been severely 
censured by some, but it is thought his explanation will 
be deemed satisfactory. 


between major ; 
resulted in the death of both. 


For Timothy J. Carter, (Van Buren,) 4,165 
Joseph ‘Tobin, ” 231 
Alfred Prince, - 59 
Joseph G. Cole, a 44 
Amos Nourse, “i 3 
Oliver Bolster, r ra 

a 4,550 
| For Oliver Herrick, (whig,) 2,397 
George Evans, ” 5 
James Brooks = Y 

Van Buren plurality, 2,146 





Hon. James S. Conway, governor of the state of Ar- 


kansas, arrived in this city on Thursday last. 


From Texas. New Orleans, May 20. The steam 
packet Columbia arrived yesterday in three days from 
Congress was in session, but in daily expecta- 
President Houston had declined 


At a ball lately given at Bexar, a rencontre took place 
insley and Eugene Navarro, which 
insley shot Navarro 
with a pistol, but was killed himself by a bowie knife 
in the hands of his expiring antagonist. We have not 


learned the immediate cause of the affray, but under- 


stand that an old feud existed between the parties. 


From Encranp. By the packet ship Orpheus, 
from Liverpool, and the Sampson from London, 
the editor of the N.Y. Courier and Enquirer has 
received London papers to the Ist and Liverpool to 
the 2d of May. They are totally destitute of any 
"ebemagg intelligence which would be of interest 
ere. The British parliament is again in session, but 
its proceedings are chiefly confined to local matters. 
The coronation of the queen is postponed to the 
28th June, and it appears definitively settled that 
this ceremony is to be conducted on the reduced 
scale of expenditures observed at the coronation of 
William 1V—reduced at least in comparison with 
that which took place on the coronation of George 
IV. Mr. Biddle’s letter to Mr. Adams was receiv- 
ed on the 30th of April. The London papers were 
much occupied with the affairs of Mr. Jaudon and 
the U.S. Bank. Lord Palmerston took occasion, 
at a dinner given him by his electors at Tveriton, 
to compliment the course of our government in re- 
lation to the Canadian revolt. The discussion of 
the two prominent questions before the chamber of 
deputies of France—the establishment of a grand 
system of railroads communicating with the capital 





and the conversation of the five per cent ctock— 

has been delayed until the first week in May. 
From Spain the accounts are of the same unde- 

cided character that they have been for this long 











ough smaller notes offered for duties could, from the 
Vou. LIV.—Sie. 14. 





fluential, daring, and mischievous chiefs.” 


time past. 
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Str Francis Heap. The Liverpvol Chroni- 
cle holds the tollowing language in regard to sir 
Francis Head. His honor was quite too fiery for 
the occasion, and we think he is beginning to find 
it out. [4lb. Adv. 

Sir Francis Head closed the Upper Canadian 
legislative session on the 6th of March, iu a long 
speech, teeming with the most outrageous and stu- 
pid bombast. This weak headed functionary has 
not closed his inglorious career in the Uppei pro- 
vince without adding fresh fuel to the flame, which 
his egregious folly enkindled among the people of 
the United States. It will be recollected that his 
opening speech in December last, gave great offence 
by the gratuitous attack which he made therein on 
the Americans, en masse, for aiding and abetting 
the Canadian insurgents. 

In his closing address to the provincial parlia- 
ment, he repeats his charge against thein in aggra- 
vatea terms, although he must bave known that the 
bulk of the United States citizens have, from the 
cominencement of the outbreak, been warinly in 
favor of the British governinent, and the contin- 
uance of its authority in the Canadas—the dissen- 
tients being confined to a handful of restless and 
desperate adventurers on the frontier states. In 
the face of this fact, however, he not only launches 
his anathemas against the nation collectively, but 
affects to sneer, in his small way, at their republi- 
can form of governinent, as contrasted with the 


beauties of monarchical institutions. This, as may | 


be expected, has roused Jonathan’s bile, heightened 
by the memory of the outrage committed on the 
steamboat Caroline and its crew, sanctioned a3 it 
was by this booby governor. 

To inike the matter worse, at the very moment 
when sir Francis Head was thus insanely coininit- 
ting himself, a correspondence was passing between 
the British a:inbassador, at Washington, and Mr. 
Forsyt, the American secretary of state, touching 
the capture and destruction of the steamboat in 
qiestion, by a Canadian force on the American side 
of the Niagara. It appears, from the correspon- 
dence, thatthe Armerican govern:nent is deter:nined 
not to let this aifair rest, a remonstrance having 
been addressed on the subject to the British go- 
vernment. We do not anticipate that any thing 
serious will arise out of the affair; but we must do 
sir Francis Bond Head the credit of saying that his 
exertions have not been wanting to fan it into a 
flame. 





From the Globe. 
REMOVAL OF THE CHEROKEES. 
Major general Scott, of the United Siates ariny sends 
to ihe Cherolcce people, remaining in North Caro- 
lina, Georgia, Tennessee and Alabama, this ad- 
dress. 

CierokeeEs! The president of the United States 
has sent ine, with a powerful army, to cause you, 
in obedience to the treaty of 1835, to join that part 
of your people who are already, established in 
prosperity on the other side of the Mississippi.— 
Unhappily, the two years which were allowed for 
the purpose, you have suifered to pass away with- 
out following, and without making any preparation 
to follow, and now, or by the time that this solemn 
address shall reach your distant settlements, the 
emigration inust be commenced in haste, but, I 
hope, without disorder. I have no power, by grant- 
ing a farther delay, to correct the error that you 
have committed. The full moon of May is already 
onthe wane, and before another shall have passed 
away, every Cherokee, man, woinan, and child, in 
those states, must be in motion tu join their brethren 
in the far west. 

My friends: This is no sudden determination on 
the part of the president, whom you and I must 
now obey. By the treaty the emigration was to 
have been co.npleted on or before the 23d of this 
month; and the president has constantly kept you 
warned, during the two years allowed, through all 
his officers and agents in this country, that the 
treaty would be enforced. 

I ain come tocarry out that determination. My 
troops already occupy many positions in the coun- 
try that you are to abandon, and thousands and 
thousands are approaching, from every quarter, to 
render resistance and escape alike hopeless. All 
these troops, regular and militia, are your friends. 
Receive them and confide in them as such. Obey 
thei when they tell you that you can remain no 
lonzer in this country. Soldiers are as kind hear- 


ted as brave, and the desire of every one of us is | 


to execute our painful duty in mercy. We are 
commanded by the president to act towards you in 
that spirit, and such is also the wish of the whole 
people of Amprica. 

Chiefs, head-men and warriors! Will you, then, 


|forbid! Or will you, by flight, seek to hide your- 
'selves in mountains and forests, and thus oblige us 
to hunt you down? Remember that, in pursuit, it 
/may be impossible to avoid conflicts. The blood 
of the white man, or the blood of the red man, may 
be spilt, and if spilt, however accidentally, it may 
be impossible for the discreet and humane among 
you, or among us to prevent a general war and car- 
hage. Thiuk of this, my Cherokee brethren! I 
am an old warrior, and have been present at many 
ascene of slanghter; but spare me, I beseech you. 
i the horror of witnessing the destruction of the 
Cherokees. 

Do not, I invite you, even wait for the close ap- 
proach of the troops; but make such preparations 
for emigration as you can, and hasten to this place, 
to Ross’s landing. or to Gunter’s landing, where 
you all will be received in kindness by officers se- 
lected forthe purpose. You will find food for all, 
and clothing for the destitute, at either of those 
places, and thence, at your ease and in comfort, be 
transported to your new homes according to the 
terms of the treaty. 

This is the address of a warrior to warriors.— 
_May his entreaties be kindly received, and may the 
| God of both prosper the Americans and Cherokees, 
and preserve them long in peace and friendship 
with each other! 





WINFIELD Scort. 
Cherokee Agency, May 10, 1838. 





ILLINOIS—POLITICS OF THE DAY. 
LETTER OF A. M. JENKINS, 


To the editor of the Backwoodsman. 

Mr. Russet. In your paper of the 15th instant, 
I find an article relative to the candidate for governor 
at the ensuing August election, in which my name 
is brought before the public as the probable candi- 
date for that office, to be run by the party in favor 
‘of the adininistration of Mr. Van Buren, and in 
| which itis said ‘the eyes of the party are turned to- 
' wards ine with the anxious hope that I will take the 
‘field, and that, injustice to my fellow-citizens, I 
ought at once to acquaint them of my determina- 
ition.”? I have also been called upon, from different 
parts of the state, by individuals, some in person, and 
others by letter, to become a candidate for the saine 
| office. 
| Were I under the present call to become a candi- 
idate, I must, of course, be run by the Van Buren 
party, the call upon ine being from that quarter; be- 
sides, the other party have a candidate, with whom 
they are satisfied. I must expect to be voted for by 





| the:n, and, if elected, be elected by thein; and, were | 


I to conceal my sentiments, or remain silent and per- 
| mit them to elect me under the b> lief that I was still 
with them in sentiment, it would amount toan ac- 
knowledgment on my part that [ was. Honesty on 
|my part, and justice towards them as a party, would 
require of me that [ should, so far as I took any part 
in the politics of the general government, support 
and sustain them, 

No man could be more proud than I would to be 
governor of this young and flourishing state. I 
should consider it the greatest honor, almost, that 
could be conferred upon me by any people; but if I 
ever should arrive at that honor, 1 wish to doit hon- 
estly; and, were I to practise any deception upon iny 
fellow-cit:zens in regard to my sentiments, by which 
[ might by possibility be elected to that office, I 
siould consider myself anworthy to fill it. Candor on 
my part, and justice towards the respectable party with 
whom Ihave formerly acted in good fuith, who now, 
lo some extent, seem iaclined to elevaie me sitll more. 
reyuire of me to make known to them, thus publicly, 
that my mind ts undergone a material change as to the 
policy pursued by the administration. I now stand, in 
many things, decidedly opposed to Mr. Van Buren’s 
policy. ‘Their deleterious effects upon every inter- 
est of the country have brought conviction to my 


mind that they are wrong, have been productive of 


'much evil already, and will be of much more (if per- 
sisted in) to the country generally, but particularly 
so {o the west. Believing this, as I honestly do, I 
am bound to oppose them, forl am in favor of my 
country in preference tomen. I may, at some future 
time, speak of some more of the measures of this 
adininistration which I believe to be wrong; but at 
present I shall mention but one, it being the one 
about which the most is said: I mean the indepen- 
dent or sub-treasury bill. To this bill, in all the va- 
rious shapes it has assumed, Iam opposed. In re- 
ference to it I could make no compromise, although 
[ think it very likely to pass and become the law of 
the land. 

Having expressed these views, I think my friends 
will agree with me that I cannot, consistently agree 
to become a candidate at this time, to be run by the 
party in favor of Mr. Van Buren’s administration. 





by resistence, compel us to resort to arms? God It would be an imposition upon them. They will 


a 
no doubt think I have acted properly to dec} 
being a candidate, and readily excuse me. 
sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. M. Jenxtys, 
Edwardsville, April 20, 1838. 





ihe 
I ain, 





From the Huntsville Democrat. 
LETTER FROM THE HON. WILLIAM 
SMITH. 

To my fellow citizens of Madison county. 

Since the 15th of July last, certain editorial ro. 
marks have appeared in several of the ditferent 
numbers of the newspaper called the Southern Aq. 
vocate, published in Huntsville, concerning myself, 
with the evident intention to derogate from my res. 
pectability in your estimation. All of which | 
should have perinitted to pass unnoticed,had nota re. 
cent publication appeared in that paper, on the 29th 
September last, in the shape of a correspondence 
between Dr. Miles Selden Watkins, of Huntsville, 
and his brother-in-law, the Hon. Benjamin Watkins 
Leigh, of Richmond, Virginia: and also of Le Ro 
Pope, jr., esq , the editor of the Southern Advocate, 
and general Samuel Smith, of Baltimore. In that 
correspondence, Dr. Miles Selden Watkins, the 
hon. Benjamin Watkins Leigh, and Le Roy Pope, 
jr., esqg., have made avery free use of tiny name, and 
seem to have been specially careful to give ita 
wide circulation in the newspapers, both at home 
and abroad. 

They have not been content with giving it an 
early and extraordinary circulation through that 
channel, but Doctor Miles Selden Watkins, and Le 
Roy Pope, jr.,esq., and a few of their political asso. 
ciates, in Huntsville, have been busily engaged in 
giving it currency in Madison county. This they 
do by asking gentlemen from the country, when 
they coine to Huntsville, ‘if they have read the cor. 
respondence?” And when inquired at, what corres. 
pondence? They reply in a half whisper; ‘judge 
| Smith has got himself into difficulty that he cannot 
get out of.’ And then proceeded to unfold the 
high otfence I had committed against the memory 
of chief justice Marshall, by saying he owned shares 
inthe United States Bank in July, immediately 
previous to the time when he presided in the case 
of McCulloch vs. the state of Maryland. 

I have been a good deal teased with such stories 
a , within the last seven or eight years, and by 
this very sort of men; and I believe I have hereto- 
fore fallen into no difficulty from which I have not 
extricated myself. But should I be so unfortunate 
as not to be able to extricate myself from this diffi. 
culty by iny own means, [ can assure Doctor Miles 
Selden Watkins, his brother-in law, the hon. Ben- 
jamin Watkins Leigh, and Le Roy Pope, jr., esq., I 
shall by no means invoke their aid. 

But I beg my fellow citizens to forbear making 
up an opinion on that correspondence, until they 
hear my side of the story. And when the whole 
subject shall be fairly placed before them, then I 
shall, with great cheerfulness, yield to any opinion 
they may arrive at from the facts. One thingI 
will now assert, that what I said, respecting chiel 
| justice Marsiall, was true: and | pledge inysell to 
| establish it, notwithstanding Doctor Miles Selden 

Watkins and his political associates ‘there are not 
willing to admit the truth of such allegations.” 

I have various reasons for asking your indulgence 
for time to reply: In the first place, I have been 
extremely busy since, sometime before the publica- 
tion of that important correspondence, attending to 
business important to my private interest. I shall also 
inashorttime leave home for the legislature, where 
I shall be otherwise engaged. Moreover, I am desir- 
ous to procure some documents, which I know to ex- 
ist, not yet within my reach: admirable ingredients to 
dissipate slanders and falsehoods. Lastly; this cor- 
respondence has been published in the city of Rich- 
mond; in the city of Philadelphia; in the city of 
New York; in the city of Boston; and in the cily 
of Mobile. And published in all those distant 
cities before it made its appearance here, 10 
the Southern Advocate, where Doctor Miles Selden 
Watkins and Le Roy Pope, jr., esq., reside two of the 
principal actors in this deeply interesting scene. * 
want time to inquire for the reasons for this new 
mode of attack. And perhaps by some delay I may 
be enabled to trace their motives. For I will be 
able to show from incontrovertible evidence, that 
every word I said, which prompted this correspond- 
ence, was necessarily drawn from me, in self at 
fence, by previous publications in the very sel 
same Southern Advoeate, from the pen of the iden- 
tical Le Roy Pope, jr., esq., editor of that paper 
The cause is unknown to my friends at a distance 
who are sending me slips from newspapers publish- 
ed abroad, containing the most envenomed portion 
of the ebullitions of the hon. Benjamin Watkins 
Leigh, over his own name, and heawed in larg? 
capital letters, slander detected. 





— 
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—— i 
To enable me to meet these enormities, and ar- 
rest their progress until can respond to theia ful- | 
Iv, I respectfully request the Mobile Commercial | 
Revister and Patriot, the Fiag of the Union, the | 
Caiiawba Democrat, the Moutgomery Advertiser. | 
the Florence Gazette, the Richinond Enquirer, and 
the Globe, to republish this address. In addition to | 
subscribing my naine, I am a subserber to each of | 
these papers. | 

And as the Richmond Whig, the Sentinel and | 
Herald, of Philadelphia, and some other papers, the | 
names unknown, in Boston, New Yerk, Philadel- | 
phia, Mobile, and various other places have pub- 
jjshed that correspondence, or extracts from it, I 
respectfully call on thein to republish this address 
also, as an act of retributive justice which I claim at 


their hands. 








I am with great respect, 
Wo. SMITH. 
Huatsville, Ala., Oct. 17, 1837. 


COMMODORE WOOLSEY. 








tively engaged the greater portiun of the time since, 
having been successively in command of the West 
Judia station, and Brazil, and the service have alike 
reason to deplore the loss of one of its bravest and 
best men. He was in all respects a true hearted 


'salior—bold, fearless, and full of stratagem as an 


ofticer—trank, free, and noble hearted as a man— 
and, like most sailors, generous toa fault. He has 
left a family consisting of a widow and seven chil- 


dren—one of whom is in the navy, and bears his_ 
Few men can be called hence who! 
will leave a wider circle of mourning friends than 


owh name. 


Melancthon T. Woolsey. [N. ¥Y. Com. Adv. 


SPEECH OF MR. CORWIN, OF OHIO, 
Delivered in the house of representatives, on the 
20th of April, on the bill making appropriations 





for the continuation of the Cumberland road | 


through Ohio, Indiana and Illinois. 


their remarks, Mr. Corwin addressed the house as 
follows: 





This gallant officer, whose death has been briefly 
mentioned, had been indisposed for several weeks, | 
first from erysipelas, and then dropsy. The fol- | 
lowing notice accompanies the annunciation of his | 
decease in the New York Commercial Advertiser: | 

Our first knowledge of hiin as an officer, was 
during the ‘* restrictive energies” of Mr. Jefferson. 


laws, an armed brig was built upon Lake Ontario, 
called the Oneida, the co:inmand of which was as- 
signed to Woolsey, then a lieutenant. He had seen 
much previous service on the ocean, and was en- | 
gazed in the Tripolitan war with Decatur and) 
others. 

He remained in the lake service for several years, 
and was one of the most active and efficient officers 
during tae war with Great Britain, under commo- 
dore Caauneey. Several very vailant alfairs were 
conducted by bim with signal success. When the 
United Siates were building the large ships at Sack- 
ett’s Harbor, Woolsey was sent to bring the anchors, 
cables, and rigging from below. 

The roads at that day were so bad, from Rome to 
Sackett’s Harbor, as to render their transportation | 
by land all but impracticable. It was therefore | 
determined, if possible, to take them inthe Durham 
boats through Wood creek and Oneida lake, to Os- 
wego, and thence round, keeping the boats close in | 
shore to Sackett’s Harbor. Ascértalhing, however, | 
that his intentions had been discovered by the ene- | 
my through the instrumentality of spices, and that | 
the British commander on Lake Ontario was pre- | 
paring to intercept his boats, Woolsey resorted to a | 
stratagein which so far threw Sir James Lucas Yeo | 
from oif his guard as well nigh to ensure his success. | 
The vogage from Oswego was commenced pros- | 
perously—Woolsey himself proceeding along the 
shore by land, and watching their movements. 
When of the mouth of Salmon river, however. a 
detachment of the enemy’s flotilla discovered the | 
boats, which were compelled to put into that bar- 
bor for shelter, and the naval stores were hurried 
ou shore, where the only arined protection consist- 
ed of a company of riflemen under major Appleton. 

A detachment of the enemy entered the harbor in 
pursuit and landed. By advice of Woolsey, and 
under his own conduct, the riflemen were placed in 
ambush, with directions not to fire until the near 
approach of the enemy. The enemy advanced un- 
conscious of the ambuscade, until within a conve- 
nient distance when they were received by a de- 
structive fire. Ina loud voice Woolsey ordered “a | 
Cilarge,”? wherenpon the riflemen rushed impetu- 


ivear up to the present time. 
|this appropriation, are as regularly and habitually 


‘incoporated with your policy. 
the creed of all parties, and, as it advances in its | 
progress, is woven into the texture of those systems | 
of internal improveinent going forward in each of | 


Mr. Speaker: I perceive the honse is unusnally 
impatient of this debate. I am very reluctant, at 
any tine, to lift up my voice in this Babel of con- 


fused noises, but especially so now; nor would I 


delay the final vote a moment, did L not remember 


that this bilt has been already once rejected, but a 
day or two since; and froin the tone of discussion this | 

In order to enforce the embargo and non-intercourse | inorning, I have too mucn reason to fear it will tneet | 
| a similar fate, by the vote now about tobe taken. I 

| 


may add, also, that I feel unwilling to permit the 


‘remarks of the two gentlemen from South Carolina | 


(Mr. Clowney and Mr. Pickens) to pass tothe press, 
and from thence into the public mind, without an 


| attempt, at least, to correct the erroneous impres- 
| sions in which, according to my views, they abound. 


The bill now under discussion, making appro- 
priations for the continuation of the Cumberland 


road, is nothing more nor less than the continuance | 
ofa system of regular annual expenditure, begun | 
}in 1806, and continued, with the exception of the | 
} 
| 
! 


short period of the war with Great Britain, every 


sent in by the treasury department, as are those 


for the salaries of the president and other public | 
Servants, or those for the support of the army. If 


a continued perseverance in the prosecution of any 


public measure for thirty years, cannot be looked to | 
| as settling the public utility of such measure, or the 


fixed policy and duty of this government, beyond! 
the reach of cavil or objection, then indeed tay it 
pe truly said, that we are a people without common 


forethought, a government without any establisiied | 


policy, a confederacy without any common end or 
lin whatever. 
The construction of the road provided for in this 


bill, from the waters of the Atlantic to the Missis- | 
sippl river, was originated during the administra- 


tion of Mr. Jeiferson. 
nance of every shade and complexion of political 


| party in congress, at various periods since, and has | 

been sanctioned by the approval of every executive 

It has thus become | 
It makes a part of | 


from that tine to the present. 


the six states through which it passes. A measure 


thus perseveringly continued so long, sustaining it- | 
self, through all political conflicts, and every vicis-_ 
_situde of our history, for the last thirty years, comes 
recommended at once to the mind as something ne- | 


eessary: something which has been found indis- 


ously forward, with loud cheers, and holding their | pensable, and not merely convenient. It stands in 


Weapons in the position of charged bayonets. The 


your policy like one of those truths in philosophy, 


result was the surrender of the enemy at discretion. | which is not qnestioned, because it has received 
| 


Chey were co nmanded by an officer named Pop- | the general assent of all reasonable men. 
ham, of the British n wy, and an old acquaintance | ing of such a measure, this morning, the gentleman , 


ot Woolsey’s. As Pophain came forward to sur- 
render his sword, Woolsey exclaimed «* Why, Pop- 


lam, what on earth are you doing up this creek?” | 


After some indiiferent reply, and asurvey of Wool- 
Sey’s force, Popham observed—« Well, Woolsey, 
this is the first time I ever heard of riflemen charg- 
lig bayonets!” 

he first attempt of the enemy upon Sackett’s 
Harbor was repelled by Woolsey, with the Oneida 
brig alone. This affair happened early in the war, 


etore the United States were prepared to take the | 


ake with a squadron. He was also in command at 

‘wego where the attack of the British was so 
brilliantly repulsed, on which occasion he displayed 
great skill and bravery. 

* remained in command of the marine at Sack- 
ett’s Harbor after the close of the war, we believe, 
until it was determined mutually by England and 
ee United States to dismantle and abandon their 
“1)3 Upon those waters. He was then transplant- 


*4 tothe ocean service, in which he has been ac- 


Speak- 


trom South Carolina (Mr. Pickens,) richly imbued 
as his mind is with philological learning,-—could 
find no terms whereby to characterize this bill less 
odious than swindling and plunder. Thus, by a 
dextrous evasion of the substance, anda strict ob- 
servance of the letter of the rules of courtesy in 
| debate, the gentleman has been able. by fair infer- 
_ence, to denounce the supporters of this bill as the 
promoters of “swindling,” the aiders and abetters 
‘of *‘plunder.’’ [Here Mr. Pickens rose and ob- 
served that he had not applied the terins stated by 
Mr. C. to the bill, or those who supported it. He 
had stated, in argument, the case of a general sys- 
tem of taxation, and an appropriation to partial and 
local purposes, and denominated that as swindling 
and plunder.] Mr. C. proceeded. I understand 
the gentleman as he explains himself. Hehas made 
a speech against this bill. He has endeavored to 
illustrate, in various ways, its inequity and impo- 
licy. Hedenounces this road as local in its charac- 
|ter, and not of general utility. He shows that the 





Messrs. Clowney and Pickens, having concluded | 
y s 


The estimates for | 


It has received the counte- | 


inoney appropriated is a part of the common re- 
venue raisedfrom the whole union. He then speaks 
of general taxation, and local appropriations, and 
calls this last a system of swindling and plunder. 
It is but the diifereice between a positive assertion 
and a conclusion from premises stated. Sir, I de- 
sire, when thus arraigned, to submit my delence. 
If | am not mistaken, the gentleman will find this 
system, and this road, have been cherished, and 
heartily supported, by men, living and dead, to 
whom even he would be willing to defer in such 
‘inatters; and with whose memories and character 
| he would not associate the folly and criminality 
| 
| 





which, in his over- wrought zeal, he fancies he has 
discovered in this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not intend to elaborate an essay 
upon this road, but I must be permitted to notice 
for a few moments, the very summary method by 
which gentlemen with great apparent ease, acquit 
their consciences of all censure for voting down 
now and forever, allfurther appropriations of the 
kind. Yesterday the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina (Mr. Rhett) spoke of the supposed importance 
| of this road west of Wheeling for military purposes, 
, as an idea too ridiculous to merit a moment’s serious 
i thought. Itseemedto him perfectly idle to imagine 
that ordinance or military stores would ever be 
transported by land westward, while the Ohio river 
remained; and so, with undoubting confidence and 
the utmost self-complacency, he assures us thata 
*fool’s cap and bells” should be bestowed upon any 
one who entertains a contrary opinion. Sir, I hope 
I may be allowed, with great humility, not indeed 
to deny to the conclusions of the gentleman the 
greatest certainty possible in matters of this kind, 

but merely to suggest a fact or two which it may be 
well to consider a moment, before, we swear to the 
infallibility of his judgment on this military ques- 
tion. In the first place, the road and river, though 
both running from east to west, from Wheeling to 
the Mississippi, are distant from each other, from 
north to south, from 90 to 150 miles at various 
points. IL think it possible in the chances of war, 
that it might become necessary to march a military 
| force directly from Wheeling to Columbus, in Ohio, 
| or to the capitols of Indiana or Illinois; and to take 
along with such force a train of artillery. Would 
the Ohio river, think you, be so obliging as to leave 
its ancient bed, and bear your cannon on its waves 
across the country from Wheeling to Columbus, in 
Ohio, and from thence by Indianapolis to Spring- 
field, in Illinois? If we could suspend the laws of 
the physical world, or if'a miraele could be wrought 
at our command, then the confident opinion of the 
_ gentleman, that this road is, in no sense, of military 
importance, wonld, in my poor judgment, appear 
somewhat plausible. But the gentlemnan seems also 
to forget that the waters of the Ohio, in spite of our 
wishes to the contrary, will freeze into hard ice. 
|For three monthsin the winter it is not at all times 
navigable. On account of shoals, it is not naviga- 
/ ble at the time of low water in the suinmer. And 
hence it wonld follow, that your military move- 
nents in that quarter, if ever necessary, would have 
to wait for the floods of summer and the thaws of 
winter. But I will not venture to oppose any specu- 
lative notions of mine, to an opinion so confidently 
entertained by several gentlemen from the south 
who have spoken in this debate. I will fortify my- 
self by an authority which I am sure will command, 
as I kuow it should, infinitely more regard than any 
opinion or argument of mine. 

It will be rennembered, Mr. Speaker, that this 
government, soon after the late war with Great Bri- 
tain, admonished by the experience of that war, de- 
termined on prosecuting a general system of mili- 
tary defence. To this end, general Bernard was 
brought from France, and placed at the head of the 
engineer corps. In the year 1824, it became the 
duty of this officer, under the direction of Mr. Jno. 
| C. Calhoun, then secretary of war, to survey and 
report to congress such rivers to be improved, and 
‘canals and roads to be constructed all over our ter- 
| ritory, as were conceived to be of national import- 
} 


} 


ance for commercial or military purposes. On the 
3d of December, 1824, Mr. Calhoun submitted to 
| the president, and through him to congress, the re- 
sult of the labors of this corps, accompanied with 
hig own reflections and recommendations. It will 
be found, on examining that document, that this 
very Cumberland road is classed with other great 
works of internal improvement, which, in the opin- 
ion of Mr. Calhoun, were necessary to the defence 
| of the country in war, and that the road now under 
| 





the consideration of the house is there pronounced 
to be of “national importance.” This was the 
opinion of Mr. Calhoun in 1824. The construction 
of the Cumberland road, as a work of commercial 
importance, as well as a sure means of binding in 
union the eastern and western portions of our coun- 
try, had been urged upon congress by Mr. Gallatin, 
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as secretary of the treasury, as early as 1803, and 
by Mr. Giles and Mr. Jno. Randolph, of Virginia, 
in reports which they respectively submitted to 
congress about the same time. Before the naviga- 
tion of the rivers of the west by steam, no one could 
cast his eye upon the map of the western states, and 
not perceive at once the incalculable value of this 
road to the commerce of both east and west. If 
the application of steam to navigation has dimin- 
ished the importance of the road, this was known 
and considered by Mr. Calhoun, when he made the 
report to which I have referred. In 1824, the 
steamboats were flying on their wings of fire from 
Pittsburgh to New Orleans, as they are now; yet 
Mr. Calhoun pronounced the Cumberland road then 
a work of ‘‘national importance.” I beg the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina who spoke this morn- 
ing (Mr. Pickens) to peruse that report of his 
friend, Mr. Calhoun. I beg hin to ponder well the 
magnificent and expensive works of internal im- 
provement there commended to the favorable re- 
gard of this government. The waters of the Chesa- 
peake and the Ohio were to flow together. From 
the Ohio the chain was to be stretched across that 
state to the northern lakes, and thus the north and 
south are to be bound up together, one in their in- 
ternal interests, as they are one and identical in 
their national and extra territorial relations. But I 
need not particularize; what I have specified com- 
prehends not the twentieth part of those works in 
magnitude and expense then recommended by Mr. 
Calhoun, as proper to be constructed by the federal 
government, at the expense of the common treasury 
of the nation. 

The Cumberland road, as I have said, is one 
amongst the rest there recommended as of ‘‘na- 
tional importance.” Mr. Speaker, I must beg the 
indulgence of the house to read a single paragraph 
from the document referred to. After speaking of 
the great advantages to the whole union of one of 
the great western works to which I ha e already 
adverted, the secretary proceeds: 


“The advantages, in fact, from the comnpletion of | a road. 
this single work, as proposed, would be so exteml- | been discovered in the lapse of thirty years. 


| sone to keep them in the right way. I beg the 
gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. Rhett,) who 
so readily voted ‘cap and bells’ to the heads of 
such as entertained particular notions, which he 
condemned, of the utility of this road, to take back 
his gifts a moment, and see whether he may not 
possibly be found unawares placing these badges of 
imbecility and folly on the graves of Randolph and 
Giles; and whether, if he isto be impartial and just 
in the distribution of such honors, he may not be 
compelled to pass over into the chamber of the 
senate, and bestow one set of them upon the illus- 
trious senator from his own state. Mr. Speaker, I 
venture to suggest to the gentlen an frum South 
Carolina, (Mr. Rhett,) in a spirit of sincere respect, 
that there is a posterity for him as well as those 
great and — men whose opinions he sets at 
naught. Ihope I may, without offence, suppose it 
possible that 1n some distant day, when this very 
road, paved from the Atlantic to the Mississippi, 
shall be crowded with commerce, and groan beneath 
its load of travel; when, by the speed with which 
your armies can pass over it from the centre to the 
remote border of your country, some fearful rebel- 
lion is happily quelled, or for the same reasons, 
some insolent fue is speedily repulsed, the age that 
then is may possibly remove the ‘‘cap and bells” 
from the last resting place of Giles and Randolph, 
where he has hung them, and look for the tomb of 
another, as better deserving the honor of these sig- 
nificantemblems. Sir, whenI glance at the history 
of this road; when I remember that it was begun 
in the administration of Jefferson, and approved by 
him; when I group together the other illustrious 
names who have for thirty years also given it their 
sanction, [am prone to believe, my own judgment 
| concurring, that I am right in carrying on what has 
i been thus begun. I cannot reverse the settled and 
‘long unquestioned decisions of the fathers and 
founders of the republic, upon the faith of the las: 
night’s dream. I cannot so readily believe that the 
sages of past times violated the constitution to make 
I cannot see why, if that were so, it has not 








ed and ramified throughout these great divisions of know much is said, and truly, at this day, of the 


our country, already containing so large a portion 
of our population, and destined in afew genera- 
tions to outnumber the most populous states of Eu- 
rope, as to leave in that quarier no other work for 
the execution of the general government, excepting 
only the extension of the Cumberland road from 
Wheeling to St Louis, which is also conceived to be 
of national importance.” 

Now, Mr. Speaker, if in the bill underdiscussion 
there be any feature akin to ‘‘swindling and plun- 
der,” I ask the gentleiman from the south to turn 
to that gigantic project of kindred works projected 
by their own justly favorite son, and tell me in what 
vocabulary amongst the “tongues of men”’ they can 
find epithets odious enough to shadow forth the 
diabolical tendencies of Ais plan. Sir, if this bill 
be swindling, his scheme isrobbery. If this bill be 

etty plunder, his plan was wholesale desolation. 

ut, good or bad, whichever it be, we have his au- 
thority for it. Well do IT remember, sir, in what 
high esteem the secretary of war (Mr. Calhoun) 
was held throughout the west in the year 1824. 
The sober aitections of the aged, and the ardent 
hearts of the young, all, all were attracted to hiin. 
His altars blazed every where throughout the broad 
valleys of the west. Right loyally and prodigally 
did we pour out our incense upon his shrine; and 
lo! what now do we see? Whilst the smoke of our 
sacrifice yet ascends in gathering clouds; whilst 
the distended nostrils of our deity inhale its grate- 
ful odors alinost to suffocation, he in whoo our 
atfections were all enshrined; he the author of this 
our faith; he the chosen object, it may be, of our 
very profane and heathenish, but still sincere idoli- 
try; he, with the selected high-priests of his faith, 
suddenly rush upon us from the south, overturn 


their own altars,and scourge us, their misguided, | 


but still honest devotees, frou the temple them- 
selves had erected. Not content with this, but de- 
termined, it seems, to consign both the authors and 
followers of the creed to hopeless infamy, they have 
compared their own system of policy to a system 
of plunder, and themselves and us toa combination 
of swindlers. 

Let not the gentleman from the south suppose 
that [I quote the authority of Giles, and Randolph, 
and Gallatin, in 1802 and 1803, and Mr. Calhoun as 
late as 1824. to fix upon southern gentlemen the 
sin of inconsistency, or sinister motives, for change 
of principle. No, this is nut my motive. I wish 
them to pause upon their own present opinions, and 
coinpare thein with the views of those, living and 
dead, to whom I have referred, in the hope that 
the light of those great minds—that light that has 
been to them ‘ta pil 
political wanderings heretofore—might haply now 





|advance of the human mind. I know, sir, it was 
| written thus long ago, ‘‘men shall go to and fro, and 
knowledge shall increase.” All this I know, and 
| yet I cannot quite believe, that us young gentlemen 
ihere, in this year of grace, 1838, have now, this 
| morning, descended to the bottom of the well where 
truth lies, as is said, for and the first time brought up 
and exposed her precious secrets to the long anxious 
eyes of the inquiring world. Just as slow am J, 


stand what its true interests were. They who pro- 


hasty and ill-considered measures. They had been 
accustomed to settle the foundations of society, and 
they did their work, in all things, under the habi- 
tual reflection and responsibility, which their im- 
mortal labors inspired. Sir, let us beware, in the 
tinidst of our party conflicts, how we hastily ques- 
tion their calin resolves. Let us take care, in this 
day’s work, with the hoarse clamor of party re- 
sounding ever in our ears, that we are not deaf to 
the voice of wisdom, which calls out to us from the 
past. 

wir, Speaker, I have thus far considered the bill 
upon your table as providing for one work, itself a 
part of a system of ‘internal improvement,” I have 
referred so far to the opinions of men whom we are 
accustomed to regard as good authority, to show 
that the road in question has been regarded as one 
of national importance, and, as such, is within the 
acknowledged powers of congress. But, sir, this 
bill rests its claims to our support upona basis, far 
less liable to those assaults which consider it only 
in the isolated view of expediency. It is, in truth, 
a bill for the fulfilment of a contract. It proposes 
to carry into effect a compact, to the performance 
| of which the faith of this government is pledged to 
\three sovereign states of this union. I know, sir, 
;that many gentlemen here are familiar with this 





view of the subject, but I feel equally certain that | 


| there are others who are not. 


other day discussed this branch of the subject with 
great ability, but I am impressed with the necessity 


being tedious. 
acts of congress and public documents, to show that 
we are bound to construct this road as far as the 
| Mississippi river; that we have contracted to do so; 
'that we have received the consideration for this 
contract from the states of Ohio, Indiana, and Illi- 
‘nois. If I can establish these as facts, it will follow 
| ihat to stop the road short of the Mississippi, would 





lar of fire by night,” in all their | be a gross neglect of duty, anda flagrant breach of 


nationa! faith. 


—— 

In the year 1787, “the territory northwest of ¢},, 
Ohio” comprehended what are now the states of 
Ohio, Indiana, Iilinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin 
territory. The celebrated ordinance of 17x7 
amongst other things, provided that there should be 
three states at least out of this territory, which 
should be bounded by the Ohio river on the sout} 
the Mississippi on the west, and a specified line On 
the north. This last line, many gentlemen here 
will recollect, was finally established as the no. 
thern boundary of Obio, Rares and Illinois, very 
lately. on the admission of Michigan into the unio; 

Early in the year 1802, the eastern division o; 
this territory petitioned congress to provide for jts 
admission into the union under the ordinance of 


Sir, I territory, when forined, for their free acceptance or 


Mr. Speaker, to believe that the great men, who'| 
gave us a country forty years ago, did not under- | 


jected this great work were not men to rush into} 





of presenting it more at length, even at the risk of 
I shall endeavor, by a reference to 





1787, which provided that certain portions of the 


territory, having 60,000 inhabitants, should be enti. 


tled to come into the union as sovereign states, 
This application, with a census showing the num. 
ber of inhabitants then within what are the present 
limits cf Ohio, was referred to a committee in the 
house of representatives, of which William B. Giles, 
of Virginia, was the chairman. 

On the 4th of March, 1802, Mr. Giles made a fy. 
vorable report on this petition, and, amongst other 
things, referring to certain matters of compact in 
the ordinance of 1787, this report concludes jn 
these words: 


«The committee, taking into consideration thes® 
stipulations; viewing the lands of the United States 
within the said territory as an important source of 
revenue; deeming it also of the highest importance 
to the stability and permanence of the union of the 
eastern and western parts of the United States, that 
the intercourse should, as far as possible, be facili- 
tated, and their interests be liberally and mutually 
consulted and promoted—are of opinion that the 
provisions of the aforesaid articles may be varied 
for the reciprocal advantage of the United States 
and the state of , When formed, and the people 
thereof; they bave therefore deemed it proper, in 
lieu of said provisions, to offer the following propo- 
sitions to the convention of the eastern state of said 





rejection, without any condition or restraint whate- 
ver, which, if accepted by the convention, shull be 


obligatory on the United States.” 


The report then sets forth three propositions to 
be submitted to the Ohio convention; the third pro- 
position, being the one applicable to this subject, is 
in these words: 

“That one-tenth part of the nett proceeds of the 
lands lying in the said states, hereafter sold by con- 
gress, after deducting all expenses incident to the 
same, shall be applied to the laying out and waking 
turnpike or other roads leading from the navigable 
waters emptying into the Atlintic to the Ohio, and 
continued afterwards through the stute of , such 
roads to be laid out under the authority of congress, 
with the consent of the several states through which 
the road shall pass, provided that the convention of 
said state shall on its part assent that every and each 
tract of land sold by congress shall be and remain 
exempt from any tax laid by order or under autho- 
rity of the states, whether for state, county, or 
township, or any other purpose whatever, for the 
term of ten years from and after the completion of 
the payment of the purchase money on sucli tract 
to the United States.” 

Attached to this report is an official letter address- 
ed by Mr. Gallatin, then secretary of the treasury, 
to Mr. Giles, dated Washington, 13th February, 
1802. Mr. Gallatin, deeply impressed with the ad- 
vantage to the government of this contract with the 
new state, urges it upon congress as a mean of 1n- 
creasing the valne of the public lands owned by the 
governiwnent, and then pledged for the payment of 
the national debt. After stating a variety of argu: 
ments to that effect, he says: 

“It follows that, if it be ina high degree, as I 
believe it is, the interest of the United States to ob- 
tain some further security against an injurious sale, 
under the territorial or state laws, of lands sold by 
them to individuals, justice, not less than policy. 
requires that it should be obtained by common col- 





| sent; and it is not to be expected that the new stale 
The gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Pope) the! legislatures should assent to any alterations in thei! 


system of taxation which may affect the revenues 
of the state, unless an equivalent is offered.” _ 

He then goes on to insist that «Such conditions, 
instead of diminishing, would greatly increase the 
value of the lands, and, therefore, of the pledge 
the public creditors.” 

The Jast paragraph in this document urges ano 
ther arguinent in favor of this road, which I hop¢ 
will not be overlooked by gentlemen who considet 
it a boon merely to the young states of the west 
Mr. Gallatin thought this road would be bighly ad- 
vantageous to the old states, and he addresses the! 
cupidity accordingly, in these words: 





——— 
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the Atlantic states through which they are to pass, 
and nearly as much so toa consi.lerable portion of the 
yrion, as to the northwestern territory itself.” 

“Qu the 30th of April, 1802, an act was passed an- 
thorizing the people of the eastern division of the 
northwestern territory to form a constitution and 
state government. In that law the proposition, 
somewhat modified, is inserted, and #y congress 

roposed to the convention which was to assemble 
the next suinmer, 


Atlantic waters to and through the state,’’and the con- 
dition of the grant is, that the state shall abstain 
fron taxing the lands sold by the United States for 
ive years froin and after the day of their sale. 
{n the month of November, 1802, the convention 
of Ohio assented to the proposition contained in 
the act of April, 182, with this modification: that 
three-fiths of the five per cent. fund should be ap- 
propriated to laying out and making roads within 


kind and in the same words, have been concluded 
between the states of [ndiana and Illinois and this 


governinent, at the times when these states were | country, such as this great work will be, when you 
Tn this way, | complete it, as you have promised. 


respectively admitted into the union. 
following up the project began in 1802, of con- 


structing a road “from the Atlantic waters to the states have given into the national treasury, in ef- 


«The roads wiil be as beneficial to the parts of | 
years. 





| 
| 


| 


In the act just quoted, five per; one hundred and twenty millions of acres of land. 
cent. of the proceeds of the lands within the state | Di ducting something for reservations made before 
js proposed as a fund to make a road ‘from the 





ty millions of acres, would give one million two 
the state, and under its direction and authority, ' hundred thousand dollars per annum, which, in five 
leaving two per cent. on all the sales of lands with- | years, the time for which the tax was surrendered 
in the state to be appropriated to a road leading| by the states, would give the sum of siz millions of 
from the Atlantic waters to and through the state of | dollars. 
Ohio. To this congress expressly assented, at its| for your promise to complete the road in question. 
next session, upon the recoinmendation of a com-_ In addition to this, we surrendered our sovereign 
mittee, of which John Randolph, of Virginia, was | right of taxation within our own limits—a right it- 
the chairinan, and thus the co:npact was closed. self so dear to states that, as matter of pride, just 
Here let it be observed, that compacts of the same) pride, its surrender could only have been extorted 


} 


} 
' 


nineteen-twentieths of our people for five successive 
This, too, was done at a time when there 
was scarcely any other subject of taxation but 
lands, and when. in the infancy of our several state 
governnents, the first movements of political and 
social machinery require heavy expense froin those 
least able to bear it. Let us see what it was in 
mouey that we gave. It will be found, on exami- 
nation, that the three states interested cover an area, 
according to the best authorities, of something over 


the compact, we may safely estimate the lands then 
to be sold in the three western states, at one hun- 
dred and twenty millions of acres. We gave up 
the right to tax these for five years from the day of 
sale. What has been the usual rate of taxation 
upon lands in these states? I think I may fairly 
affirm that the rate of taxation on lands in the three 
states interested has been one dollar on every hun- 
dred acres. ‘This, levied on one hundred and twen- 





This sum have we paid into your treasury 


by the strongest hope of advantage—the hope of 
some great and striking improvement in our whole 


Mr. Speaker, I have shown that the three western 





to the purposes of the contract. To this I replys 
that such is not the contract, and I think I have 
shown this from the proofs already adduced. I grant 
you that two per cent. of the nett proceeds of the 
public lands are pledged for the performance of 
your promise to make the road; but this pledge does 
in no sense limit the contract for which itis only a 
inere security. Let it be remembered that, when 
this contract was made, the public lands were 
ste for the payment of a large national debt. 
‘o increase the value of these lands,was one motive 
to make the road, and the states aided you in this, 
paid you for it, by relinquishing the taxes on them 
for five years after sale; it was, therefore, only fair, 
as the government was deeply in debt, that the 
states should have some security for the perform- 
ance of your contract. This security was given by 
pledging the two per cent. named in the contract. 
But it was not the contract, it was only a security 
given to the states fur its faithful performance. 
This interpretation is fortified by other stipulations 
in the contract. The time, manner, and location of 
the road are all left to the general government. 
Why was this? Because you had bound yourselves 
in general terms to make a road. And it was, 
therefore, only reasonable that you should have con- 
trol over a work which you bound yourselves to fi- 
nish. Had you bound yourselves only to pay, for 
the purpose of the work, a specified sum, such as 
the two per cent. mentioned, is it possible to sup- 
pose the states would have left you to appropriate 
their money, for which they paid you, in your own 
way and according to your own discretion? Sucha 
contract, on the part of the states, would have been 
absolute insanity. It involves an absurdity too 
vross for serious consideration. This itself shows 
that the two per cent. fund was only a pledge, a se- 


Mississippi river,” passing from the Ohio the whole | fect, six millions of dollars, for the promise to con- | curity, and not, as some have supposed, the contract 
distance to the Mississippi, through your own pub- | struct this road. Let us now advert for a moment | itself. Thus you have always construed the con- 
lic lands, it was carried out by compact with each’ to the cost of the work as estimated at the time of | tract. According to your own admission, you have 
state, as soon as it became capable of entering into the contract, and we shall find that the government | gone on to make the road without regard to the two 


such engagements, by assuming the powers and_ then understood, that this suin would construct the 


dignity of a sovereign state of the union. 


| 


road from the Atlantic waters to the Mississippi; | 


oid cent. fund. You say vastly more than this has 
een expended. Why did you do this, if only two 


[ have said, Mr. Speaker, that you had contract- | nay, that in all probability there would be a surplus | percent. on the sales of lands were to be given to 


ed to construct a road from the Atlantic waters, | remaining in the treasury after the road was finish- | the road? 


No rational answer can be given to this 


tirough the new states of the west, to the Missis- | ed. The kind of road, its location, and the time of | question but one. The two per cent. did not limit 


sippi river. 


I have shown, by reference to public | its completion, were all left with this government 


documents, that the motives to this contract were, | to be adjusted, under a fair interpretation of the | 


first, to increase the value of the public domain, to| compact. 


and through which this road was to pass, and thus 
put money into the national purse to pay the na- 
tional debt; secondly, to bind together in union of 
interests the east and west, by creating a quick and 
constant intercourse between the western and At- 
lantic divisions of your common country. Now, 
the first and main object, the increase in value of 
the public lands, never could be effected, unless 
you carried the road, not merely “fo and through” 


Ohio, where, in 1802, your public lands for sale| the most expensive part of it, was a trifle lesst han 
chiefly lay, but would only be fairly realized by car- | six thousand dollars per mile. The whole length 
rying the road ‘to and through” each of the other| of the road, from Cumberland to the Mississippi, as 
western states, as your lands, by the extinguish- | surveyed, is 650 miles; it ma 
ment of the Indian title in these states, should come | more or less. 


into market. These were the views upon which 
you set out, in your propositions of compact at first. 
Tnese were yonr ‘inducements’ held out to Ohio, 
and repeated in each of your engagements to make 
the Cumberland road, with Indiana and IIlinois. 
With these determinations, asserted through your 
publie and authorized agents, you ask of the wes- 
tern states, in consideration of inducements thus held 
out, todo whatr To grant you a trifling sum of 
money to aid yon in your effort to improve the va- 
lie of your own lands?) No. To allow you to pass 
through their territory in such way as you choose? 
No. No such ineonsiderable demands as these were 
on your lips. You demanded of them to surrender 
up for your benefit the tax on nearly all the proper- 
ty in these states for five years. In other words, 
you asked, and you received too, into the public 
treasury of the union, a direct tax for five years on 
all, or nearly all, the lands in three large and popu- 
lons states. You said to the purchaser of your 
lands buy of us, and your property thus acquired 
shall be free froin taxation for five vears; and thns 
you got in increase of price paid to you, what 
otherwise wonld have gone, in the shape of taxes, 
into the coffers of the states. This is true in re- 
fard to almost all the lands in the three states of 
Ohio, Indiana. and Illinois. Each of these states 
Was adinitted into the union with barely 60,000 in- 
habitants. The quantity of lands then sold was so 
Inconsiderable as to make no sort of change in the 
estimated value of the right we surrendered. Take 
hio, for example. She gave up to you her right to 
tax all lands then unsold, for five years after they 
should be sold. She had then 66,000 inhabitants: 
she has now probably one million and a half of po 
pnlation, and there are yet public lands unsold in 
that state. Thus, you can see that we have releas- 
to you onr right to tax lands in the hands of 





| 





After proper examination, it was deter- 
mined to commence at Cumberland, and strike the | 
Ohio line at Wheeling, in Virginia. 

On the 3d of March, 1803, Mr. Gallatin, them se- 
cretary of the treasury, reports to congress that the 
road had been located from Cumberland towards 
Wheeling, a distance of seventy miles, and adds, 
the expense of completing that part of the road is 
estimnated at $400,000. This estimate shows that 
the average estimated cost of the road, over by far 





be a imile or two, | 

Now take the estimated cost per 

mile, as reported by Mr. Gallatin, which was for 

the mountain region entirely, and remember that 
one-half less, it was supposed, would suffice to 
make the road across the level plains of the west, 
and we shall see at once how reasonable it is that 
the congress of that day, after receiving what was 
equivalent to six millions of dollars, shonld make 
an unconditional promise to construct the road to 
the Mississippi river. 

The contract as then understood from the esti- 
mates was simply as follows: 

Value of the tax released in favor of the 
federal government by the three wes- 
tern states” - : ° 

Cost of the road, 650 miles, at $6,000 
per mile, according to Mr. Gallatin’s 
estimate for the first 70 miles 


6,000,000 


3,900,000 











$2,100,000 | 
Leaving two millions in the treasury, after making | 
the road as then estimated. Upon this view, found- | 
ed on facts and representations of public men, con- | 
teinporaneous with this compact, it is clearly shown | 
that the states paid the federal government, what 
the parties then believed a full consideration for | 
completing the road the entire distance proposed. 
From this, what follows? Why, surely, that the 
rovernment promised to do what in conscience it 
ought, that is, to do the act which they were paid | 
for doing—to make the road complete according to 
the contract. 

But here, Mr. Speaker, I am told that whatever 
may have been the reasonable expectations of the 
pirties, as to the completion of this work, when 
ihe contract was made, the government only bound 
itself to appropriate two per cent. of the nett pro- 
ceeds of the public lands, and that this has been 


the contract, it only secured its performance; and 
this has been your own uniform construction of it, 
as evinced by all your conduct up to this day, 
through a lapse of more than thirty years. 

Let me suppose, Mr. Speaker, that the two per 
cent. fund was all you promised, which, however, 
I by no means admit. You say it was to be ex- 
pended by you; you are the trustee of the fund, and 
the agent for its appropriation. Be it so then, for 
the sake of the argument. What was this fund 
committed to vour charge? Two per cent. upon 
the sales of one hundred and twenty millions of 
acres of land. This you was bound to sell fur $2 
per acre, for this was the price fixed by law at the 
time of the contract. This would produce $240,- 
000,000. Two per cent. upon this would be $4,800,- 
000. You had estimated the road to cost $3,900,- 
000. Thus you see that, by every calculation bas- 
ed upon the state of things as existing at the date 
of the contract, the states and yourselves had a 
right to suppose that happen what might, if you 
acted up to your engagements, the road would be 
inade. But $2 per acre was then the minimum 
price of the land, and we, being interested in the 
fund, had, and now have, a right to demand of you 
that you, as trustee, shall get as much more as pos- 
sible by selling all the land at auction in the way 
fixed by law as it then stood. Now let us see how 
you have complied with the law and reason of this 
contract, in the management of the fundggiven in 
trust for its execution. In the first place, you sunk 
the value of the fund nearly one-half by reducing 
the price of the land from $2 to $1 25 per acre. 
In the second place, you have given away immense 


}amounts of this fund in buunty lands to soldiers, 


which you never can sell, and for which you can 
render no account. Thirdly, you have given to in- 
dividuals, for purposes unconnected with this con- 
tract, a very large amount which never has or can 
be accounted for upon the principles of your solemn 
engagements with us. Fourthly, you have given 
very large amounts to the states to make canals, ex- 
acting from them as an equivalent the right to car- 
ry yonr mails, arms, armies, and munitions of war 
on them free of tolls forever. Fifthly, you have 
given away many millions of acres in pre-emption 
claims at the minimum price, without any attempt 
to sell, and account (as you were bound to do) for 
the proceeds. Thus you, our agent to manage a 
fund destined to make our voad, have so wasted it, 
and used \ for own purposes, that you never can 
tell whether it would have produced the expected 
amount or not. What is the consequence in law, 
in reason, in justice? What follows? Why, sir, 





done, and no moneys remain of this fund applicable 


any justice of the peace can tell you. You, the 
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agent, must answer for this by replacing, out of) of | 5 
your own funds, what you have wrongfully taken | ing philosophy, unless it is to be found in the say- 
froin us. But as you have so disposed of the trust |}ings of Mause Hedrigg, an elderly Scottish lady, 
fund that you never can tell what, if sold at auc- | who figures in one of sir Walter Scott’s novels. In 
tion, it would have produced, and so cannot, by any | one of her evangelical moods, she rebuked her son 
certain rule, therefore, ascertain the amount you | Cuddie for using a fan or any work of art to clean 
have taken wrongfully from us, you inust suffer the | his barley. She said f was an awsome denial o’ 
inconvenience; you must take from your own funds, | Providence not to wait his own time, when he 
and do what, when you contracted with us, you af- | w«culd surely send wind to winnow the chaff out of 
firned this wasted fund would do, that is, complete | the grain. In the same spirit of enlightened phi- 
the road in question from Cumberland to the banks losophy does the gentleman exhort us in Ohio, In- 
of the Mississippi river. diana, and Illinois, to cease our impious road-mak- 

Is not this equitable, fair, honorable, just? Why jing, and wait the good time of Providence, who 
then stick in the bark? as the lawyers say. Why | will, as he seems to think, surely send a river to 
these pettifogging quibbles, these dilatory pleas? | run from Cumberland over the Alleghanies, across 
Does such conduct becoine a great nation? Sir, it | the Ohio, and so on, in its heaven-directed course, 
has been said that honor is the vital principle of |}to St. Louis. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from 
monarchy. You say you represent sovereigns—the Kentucky is not the author of this theory. Our 
sovereign people. Actthen as becomes the dignity | Atlantic brethren, especially of the south, have 
of your royal constituents. Leave noroom todoubt | long held the same doctrine. They have long since 
your probity. Observe fully and entirely the faith discovered that our glorious constitution was noth- 
of your proinise whenever made. No such thing, | ing nore at last than a fish! made for the water, 
says the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr.Clow- bone; which can only live in the water. According 
ney,) this morning. If you have made a contract, | to their views, he is a goodly fish of marvellous 
no matter; you had no constitutional power to do 
so, therefore cease your efforts to fulfil your engage- 
ments. And there the gentleman would stop; he | he sufficates anddies. The only difference between 
goes nofurther. Whata beautiful example of poli- this school of constitutional lawyers and the gentle- 
tical morality would you then exhibit! Some years ; man from Kentucky is this: he believes your con- 
ago you entered into a contract, a treaty, with three | stitution is a fish that thrives in all waters, and es- 
sovereign states. You have received from them all | pecially in Green river slack-water; whereas his 
they agreed to give you. . ! 
your pockets. Now you turn to these states, with | salt water. With thew the doctrine is, wherever 
all seeming honesty, and say, true I promised, but I | the tide ceases to flow, he dies. He can live and 


Mr. Speaker, | Know of no parallel to this charm- 





the water; but the moment he touches dry land, lo! 





had no right to promise, my conscience is alfected, | thrive in a little tide creek, which a thirsty mus- | 
I have sinned, 1 repent, [ will do so no more, but [| quito would diink dry in a hot day; but place hin 


will keep your money. I cannot violate my con- | on or under the majestic wave of the Mississippi, 
science by doing as I agreed. Oh, no, that is too | and in an instant he expires. Mr. Speaker, who 
wicked; I pray you do not ask it; but still [ shall can limit the range of science! What hand can 
keep the money you paid me. Yesterday my friend | stay the march of mind! Heretolore we have stu- 
from Kentucky, (Mr. Calhoon,) with a power of | died the science of law to help us ip our under- 
argument and generosity of sentiment equally hon- | standing of the constitution. 
orable to his head and heart, spoke in favor of this | metaphysical learning to their aid. But now, in the 
bill; he adverted to certain objections made by his 
colleagues (Messrs. Graves and Underwood.) They |ed. Ichthyology, sir, is the key to open ali the 
had opposed the bill as partial in its operation, as | doors that have hitherto barred our approaches to 
giving to the three states through which the road truth. According to this new school of philosophy, 








passes a disbursement of money which Kentucky ‘ii you teach coming generations the “nature of. 


was not permitted to enjoy. 


He said the disburse- | fish,” those great problems in constitutional law 
ments 


in Indiana would flow 
bought, with which the labor on the road would be and made plain to the dullest peasantin the land. Sir, 
paid. Upon this another gentleman froin South Ca- |if [ appear to triffle with this grave subject, the 
rolina, (Mr. Pickens) takes fire. ‘This (said he) 
shows the demoralizing tendency of the system! | nt 

This is the motive to vote appropriations, that mo- | I ain inost willingly compelled to combat. 
ney be raised to buy whiskey for the poor laborer to [he gentleman from Kentueky 
drink!” g 
man’s moral lectures, but I do not see the necessity 


| 
| 


You have their money in | brethren of the south insist that he can only live in| with your sister states. 


ifault is not mine; it arises from the singular nature | common schoois. 
and contrarient character of those arguments which | this benefit results? 


| eine (Mr. Under- | the old states of the south and east. 
Sir, I have no objection to the gentle- | wood) has inquired, with a very significant look, | to be edueated there are your children. 





— ——— 
debt toher troops. When she ceded the horthwest 
ern territory to the United States, she reserved the 
land between the Litthe Miami and Scioto rivers 
(now in Ohio) as a residuary fund for the Satistae. 
tion of her revolutionary land warrants, if the lands 
reserved for that purpose in Kentucky should prove 
insufficient. Well, sir, what happened? Soon af- 
ter this, Kentucky seized upon the whole Gree 
river country, and refused to the war-worn veteray, of 
the revolution the right to locate his warrants there 
The consequence was, the whole country reserved 
in Ohio was exhausted, and the Virginia Claims, to 
the amount of many millions, have been lately paiq 
out of the treasury of the unioninthe shape of land 
scrip. Sir, I have said this domain, thus seiz, d 
by Kentucky, was equal to one-fourth part of the 
state. Now, suppose you had given to Ohio, In. 
)diana, and Jilinois, what Kentucky received—one 
fourth part of all the lands within their respective 
liinits-sir,it would have constructed this road through 
their territories ten times over. And yet, with 
these facts all before him, the gentleman sits weep. 
ing over the dams and slack-water of Green river, 
like a froward child, spoiled by too much indul. 


prope. uses and functions while you keep him in| gence, complaining of its mother’s partiality, to the 


really much less favored members of our common 
family. Sir, this is unlike Ken‘ucky; it is unlike 
the uniform justice and generosity of both the gen. 
tlemen, (Messrs. Graves and Underwood.) who 
have so vehemently opposed this bill. 1 beseech 
them to desist. Cease to drive this jew’s bargain 
’ Relax the miser’s gripe 
you have laid npon your neighbor’s rights. Throw 
away the knife of Shylock, clothe yourselves in the 
‘robes of justice and generosity. Stand out in 
your true characters, and in the proper costume of 
your noble state. Look upon this bill with the 
eye of an American statesman. The interests of 
the whole valley we inhabit in common are the 
saine. You cannot separate them by lines or rivers, 
Sir, the same cloud that dispenses its fertilizing 





Some have brought showers upon Kentucky drops fatness pon the 


states of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. TVhe same 


middle of the 19th century, these labors are all end- | sun that warms vegetation into early and vigorous 


life, on the rich plantations of Kentucky, also mel- 
lows the fruit and ripens the harvests that cover the 
_vast plains ontstreched upon the right bank of the 
Ohio. The God of nature has decreed us a common 
|lot, and itis vain and impious to offer our feeble 


into Louisville, in | that vexed and worried the giant intellects of Ham- “opposition to his will. 
Kentucky, where goods and even liquors would be \ilton, Madison, and Marshall are at once revealed | 


Mr. Speaker, some gentleman have complained 
that one section of land out of every thirty-six has 
been given to the western states fer the use of 
Do gentlemen recollect to whom 

Who are they that inhabit the 
great valleys of the west?) Emigrants surely from 
The children 
Sir, we 


what has become of the three percent. fund, given | heard (some of us at least) an English gentleman 


of throwing his moral sensibilities into convulsions |to the states, for improvements within their res- | (Mr. Buckingham,) in one of his interesting lec- 


at the sight of a glass of punch, while he can look | pective limits. 


He says he has inquired of the | 


tures lately delivered in this city, say, when speak- 


with a sanctimonious composure at broken promis- | secretary of the treasury, and he can give him no) ing of British emigration to America, that he was 


es and violated national faith. 

Mr. Speaker, I have one word to say, before I 
sit down, to the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. 
Underwood.) He spoke the other day in opposi- 
tion to this bill. He did not deny that the Cum- 
berland road might be useful; but as he could ob- : 
tain no money here to enable his people to build and nearly dried up with us. If every thing is un- 
dains and wake slack- water navigation on Green | known which he does not know; if we can see noth- 
river, he would not help us to make a road on the | ing which has not been revealed tohim, why, then, 
northern side of the Ohio. And then the gentleman 
proceeded in a grave disquisition upon our consti- ‘enouch, and inust be well-vigh extinct. 
tutional powers to make roads and improve rivers. gentleman, instead of consulting the “Penny Mag- 
What says the constitution? ‘Congress shall have | azine” of the treasury, had gone to the libraries of 
power to regulate commerce with foreign nations, | this city and looked into the statistics of {hese states, 
among the several states, and with the liidian tribes.” | be would have found that this fund had been faith- 
What is the gentleman’s commentary? You have, | fully, to the last dollar, expended in making roads 


seemed to infer that no one could tell him any thing 
satisfactory on the subject. 


Sir, if the 





the Lord help us; the lights of the age burn dimly | 


account of the disposition the western states may | sorry they had not sent to this country better speci- 
have made of this fund, and hence the gentleman , mens oftheir population. Sir, I] ean say to my friends 


|on this side of the mountains, with equal sincerity, 


. Sir, if your secretary | as to some of those you send ont, «I am sorry you 
of the treasury is the ouly source of information, | did not send us better specimens.”? But the truth 
then are the fountains of knowledge scanty, indeed |is, we get in the west the very best and the 


'very wors’ of your population. The poor come 
there for bread, and the enterprising and industri- 
ous to find a field which gives ample scope to their 
‘energies, and rewards to their labor. This fund, 
then, is for the education of the poor, and the rich, 
| too, if any such there be, which you send in masses 
‘every yearto the west. And can Lassure gen- 
|tlemen it has been faithfully applied in Ohio. — It 
/has been added to by heavy taxation upon our 
| people. Some gentlemen, (I speak it in no spirit 


says he, a clear and undoubted right to improve | ‘‘to and through” the public Jands in the states; | of pride or vain boasting,) some gentlemen from 
rivers, but notso of roads. And why, Mr. Speaker, | thus increasing the value and hastening the sale of | the old states might learn something new to them 


why? Do you, sir, remember the reason for this | your national property. The gentleman reproaches 
distinction? It was this: ‘Providence (says the | the three states on the right bank of the Ohio for 
gentleman) bas marked out rivers as the proper | having obtained from the national domain large 
channels and avenues ofcommerce.”’? What a beau- | grants for making roads and canals. Does not the 
tiful and exalted piety is here shedding its clear gentleman know that in every instance you have 
light upon the dark mysteries of constitutional law! | received an equivalent for these lands, by obtaining 
And then how logical the conclusion! Thus runs | from the states or companies the right to carry your 
the argument: Since it is not the will of God that | mails, arms, troops and munitions of war, over such 
commerce should be carried on on dry land, but only | roads or canals, at all times free of charge? If you 
on the water, the powers over commerce, given in| gave the alternate sections of land for a road or 
the constitution by our pious ancestors, must be un- | canal, you held up the remaining section at double 
derstood as limited by the Divine commands; and | your minimum price, and have always realized it, 
therefore, says he, you have power to remove sand- and thus made money for yourselves out of the 
bars and islands, and blow up the rocks out of rivers capital and labor of the states, whilst you boast the 
and creeks, to make a channel which providence | transaction as a benevolence to others. 

has begun and left unfinished; but beware, he would 
say, “how you cut down a tree, or remove a rock, | union to raise an argument of this kind against her 
on the dry land, to complete what Providence has | sisters of the west. How came she by the whole 
begun there. You have no power by law to do | 





in the history of civilization, would they but visit 
that western world, of which they often seem to 
me to know Itttle. They might see there, in the 
very spot where but yesterday the wild beasts ol 
the wilderness seized their prey by night, and made 
their covert lair by day, on that same spot to-day 
stands the common school house, filled alike with 
the chrildren of the rich and poor—those « hildren 
who are to be the future voters, officers, and states- 
men of the repnblic. Over that vast region, s0 
lately red with the blood of savage war, the seed- 
fields of knowledge are planted, and a smiling har- 
vest of civilization springs up. And there, 100 





of that very Green river country which now com- | 


may be seen what a christian statesman might well 
. a. 
admire. The schoolmaster is not alone, That 


But, sir, Kentucky should be the last statein the | holy religion, which is at last the only sure basis of 


permanent social or political improvement, has there 
its voices crying in the wilderness, Upon tbe al- 
most burning embers of the war-fire, round which 


this last; besides, it is impious, it is not the will of | prises one-fourth part of that state? Virginia had | some barbarous chief but yesterday recounted to 


God.” 


reserved that territory to satisfy her revolutionary (his listening tribe with horrid exultation, his deeds 
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of savage heroism, to-day is built a teinple dedica- 
ted to that religion which aniuounces ‘peace on 
earth, and good-will towards | inen.”? Yes, sir, all. 
over that —— by side with the humble school 
se. stand those 
acy ‘““steeple-towers 
«And spires whose silent finger points to Heaven.” 
‘Is it sir, can it be in the heart of an American 
statesman, to check in its progress, or crush in its 
infancy, a social and political system, which has 
tendencies and fruits like this? But, sir, 1 find 
myself tempied, by theines so full of hope, to wan- 
der, as some may think, into subjects having a 
bearing upon the immediate questioa, too remote to 
justify their discussion here. IL beg to remind this 
house that the bill now before it is a part, small, 
indeed, but still a part of a system of policy which 
long ago yuu established for the western country, 
which hitherto you have cherished, and which aid- 
ed by the patient, persevering labor of your people 
there, has produced the happy results which I have 
so hastily and i:mperfectly latd beiore you. I feel an 
assured confidence that [ do not plead in vain to an 
American congress in such a cause. Still should 
I unhappily be mistaken in this, conscious of the 
rectitule of my own motives, 1 shall cheerfully 
subinit to whatever decision it shall please the house 
to make. 

When Mr. Corwin concluded, the previous ques- 
tion was demanded by Mr. Casey, and carried; and 
the main question being put on ordering the bill to 
be read a third tine, was decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adains, Alexander, J. W. Allen, | 
Anderson, Beatty, Biddle, Bond, Boon, Borden, | 
Briggs, Bronson, J. Calhoon, Casey, Chambers, 
Childs, Coffin, Corwin, Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, 
Davee, Davis, Dunn, Ewing, Fairfield, R. Fletcher, 
Fillmore, Foster, R. Garland, Goode, William Gra- 
ham, Grant, Gray, Grennell, Haley, Halstead, Ham- 
mond, Hamer, Harlan, Harrison, Harper, Hastings, 
Henry, Herod, Hoif.nan, Howard, W. H. Hunter, 
Inghain, Jenifer,H. Johnson, J. Johuson, Leadbetter, 
Lincoln, Logan, Marvin, Sarnson Mason, May, 
Maxwell, Robert McClellan, McKennan, Menefee, 
Mercer; Milligan, Miller, Mitchell, Morgan, C. 
Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Partnenter, Patter- 
son, Paynter, Peck, Petrikin, Phelps, Pope, Potts, 
Prentiss, Rariden ,Randolph, Reed, Ridgway, Rus- 
sell, Sheffer, Sibley, Snyder, Southgate, ‘Taylor, 
Tillinzhast, Titus, Toland, Webster, A. S. White, 
J. White, Elisha Whittlesey, J. L. Williams, 
Worthington, Yell, Yorke—96 

NAYS—Messrs. Andrews, Atherton, Beirne, 
Bell, Bicknell, Birdsall, Bouldin, Brodhead, Bruyn, 
Canbreleng, Wm. B. Bampbell, J. Campbell, 
William B. Carter, Cheatham, Cleveland, Clowney, 
Coles, Connor, Crockett, Cushinan, Dawson, De- 
berry, Droimgoole, 
Farrington, I. Fietcher, Fry, J. Gariand, J. Gra- 


Edwards, Elmore, Everett, | 


kansas covered by alieged, but unconfirmed, French | c 
and Spanish claims; and the bill forthe continuation 


nois, which was passed by the following vote: 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Bucha- 


chulas, Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of Indi- 





bama, Clayton, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Lyon, 


Mouton, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, | © 


concurred, 

On motion of Mr. Wright, the senate proceeded 
to consider the bill making appropriations for the | j 
naval service for 1838. t 


the appropriation for the exploring expedition. 








Crittenden, Wright, Rives, Niles, Preston, and Da- 


rated at twenty guns, there being, apparently, an | { 


May 25. Aiter the transaction of some business | 


which was read. 


nate on Monday next. 
year 1838. 


pedition, Mr. Davis concluded the remarks which 





not on account of any objection to the general ob- 
ject proposed by the expedition, which he highly 
approved, but because—as he argued at considera- 
ble length—there was every practical reason for 
want of confidence in the talent, promptness, and 


of the expedition were committed, and in whose 
hands they were still to remain; and because that, | 
by the appointment of a commander of the expedi- 
tion over the heads of more than a hundred superi- 











hain, Grantland, Graves, Griffin, Hawes, Haynes, 
Hopkins, R. M. T. Hunter, T. B. Jackson, 
J. Jackson, J. W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Lawler, 
Legare, Lewis, Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, J. M. Ma- 
son, Martin, Maury, McKay, Abraham McClellen, 
McClure, Montgomery, S. W. Morris, Murray, 
Noble, Owens, Parker, Pennybacker, Pickens, 
Reilly, Rencher, Rhett. Richardson, Robertson, 
Rumsey, Sawyer, A. H. Sheppard, C. Shepard, 
Shields, Slade, Smith, Spencer, Stanly, Stuart, 
Stone, Stratton Taliaferro, Thomas, Thompson, 
Toucey, Towns, Turney, Underwood, Vanderveer, 
Wazener, Weeks, L. Williams, S. Williams, J. W. 
Williams, C. H. Williams, Wise—80. 

So the bill was passed to a third reading, and was 
on the same day, read a third time, and passed. 
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May 24. After the disposition of the communi- 
tatiou from the treasury department, in reply to 


| ings of honor and spirit of chivalry so all-important | 
} 


in the navy; and especially because that, by the ap- ‘quiring that the secretary of the treas 
pointment of a lieutenant to command atwenty-gun | under the resolution of 1816, shou 


The bill to authorize the entry of lands in Ar- | ture, to all public creditors who are willing lo ie- 


eive theim.”’ 
Mr. Webster (Mr. Clay asseniing) offered the 


of the Cumberland road in Ohio, Indiana, and Illi- | amendment inserted in our last, for the proceedings 
on which see page 208. 


May 26. Various bills of a private character 


nan, Clay, of Kentucky, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Da- | W&Fe received from the house, and severally read 
vis, Grundy, Knight, Linn, McKean, Morris, Ni- twice and referred. 


The senate resumed the consideration of Mr. 


, ‘a ce ° bed 4 bd . . - . . . - 
ana, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Wright, Young—23. Clay’s jvint resolution, prohibiting discrimination 


NA YS—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clay, of Ala- inthe kinds of money received for the public reve- 
« + ~~. . s ’ + | . - . . ey 
f : nue in its different branches, and requiring the re- 


eipt and disbursement of sound specie-paying bank 


Rives, Smith, of Connecticut, Trotter, White—18, | 2°ls: 


The question being on Mr. Clay’s motion (the 


This bill was sent to the house, and subsequently privilege of modifying it having been refused to 
returned with an amendment, in which the senate him) to strike out that clause in the resolution re- 
| quiring disbursements to be made in the bank notes 
received, when the public creditor should be will- 


ng to receive them, the debate was continued on 
he resolution generally, and on its particular pro- 


Mr. Crittenden moved to amend it by striking out | visions, by Messrs. Clay, of Kentucky, Calhoun, 


| , Sevier, Wright, Rives, Niles, Morris, Smith, of In- 
This motion occasioned a cebate by Messrs. | diana. 


In the course of the debate Mr. Rives suggested, 


vis, who gave way on the suggestion of Mr. Web- | but without offering it, an amendment to the reso- 
ster, and the action on the bill was suspended by | Jution, requiring the secretary of the treasury not to 
consent, with a view to obtain better info: mation in | demand the specie at the banks for the notes re- 


regard to the command by a lieutenant of a vessel | ceived, except for the purpose of securing the safe- 


y of the public funds; of carrying on the necessa- 


express law against it. ‘ ‘ ry operations of the government, or of preventing 
he senate adjourned, after an executive session. | dangerous over issues of paper by the banks. 


The motion of Mr. Clay, to strike out the clanse 


of minor importance, Mr. Linn, from the special ‘of the resolution requiring the bank notes received 
committee on the Oregon territory, reported the bill | to be paid out to those who shonld be willing to re- 


referred to them, for the occupation by the United | give them, was carried in the affirmative: Ayes 44, 
States of the Oregon river, with an amendment; no 1—Mr. Tipton. 


Mr. Wright then moved to strike out the provi- 


Mr. L, stated that this bill was accompanied with | sion requiring the notes of sound specie- paying 


a special report on the subject from the committee; lbamke to he received by the government. This mo- 
which report he would ask to have read to the se- | tion was carried in the affirmative as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 


The senate resumed the consideration of the bill | nan, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert. Fulton, 
making appropriations for the naval service for the | Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, 
: : : . Morris, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, 

The question being on Mr. Crittenden’s motion | Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of Connecticut, Strange, 
to strike out the appropriation for the exploring ex- | Trotter. Williams, Wright, Young—28. 


NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay, of Kentucky, 


he commenced yesterday, in favor of this motion, | Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, McKean, Merrick, 
Prentiss. Preston, Rives, Robbins, Ruggles, Smith, 
of Indiana, Spence, Swift, Tallinadge, Tipton, 


Webster, White—19. 
The whole resolution now consisted only of the 


substitute for the first clause adopted yesterday on 
energy of those to whom the direction and disposal ! motion of Mr. Webster, prohibiting the issuing and 
enforcing of any order making discrimination in 
the kinds of money received in the different branch- 
es of the revenue; (that is simply annuliing the 


; , ‘specie circular, and prohibiting all similar orders 
or officers, a fatal blow would be given to the feel- } aus Says P : 


Mr. Morris then offered a long amendment re- 
ury, acting 
Id receive such 


’ : 52 | : 
vessel, an express law was violated, and, by the | notes, and none other, as are authorized by law to 


/same appointment to command a squadron, there 
was also a violation of an express order of the de- | 
partment, under the hands of the navy commission- | 
ers, the secretary of the navy, and the president of | 
the United States. 

The question was now put on Mr. Crittenden’s 
motion to strike out the appropriation for the ex- 
ploring expedition, (about $200.000, in addition to | 
$700,000 already expended,) and it was negatived | 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay, of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Morris, Prentiss, Rives, 
Robbins, Spence, Swilt, White, Young—13. | 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- | 
nan, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, | 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton, | 
Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Preston, Robin- | 
son, Sevier, Smith, of Connecticut, Smith, of Indi- 








| 
Mr Clay’s resolution in relation to the receipt of| ana, Tallmadge, Trotter, Williams, Wright—27. | 


bank notes as revenue, (as stated in our last,) on 
motion of Mr. White, the president’s message and 
the couninunication of the secretary of war, on the 


Subject of delaying, for two years, the removal of 


the Cherokee Indians, and cf making further pro- 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, and, by consent, was at once read a. 
third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Hubbard, the senate took up| 
the joint resolution introduced by Mr. Clay, of Ky. | 


Vision for their removal and for indemnities to be| which was as follows: | 


made to them, was taken up, and, after some re- 





«Resolved, &c. That no discrimination shall b2 


taarks by Mr, White and Mr. Sevier, it was referred | made as to the currency or medinm of payment in 


to the committee on Indian aifairs. 


the several branches of the public revenue, or in. 


On motion of Mr. White, the secretary of war| debts or dues to the government; and that, until, 
Was required to inform the senate whether any an- | otherwise ordered by congress, the notes of sound | 


Swer had been given by the Cherokee delegation to| banks, which are payable and paid on demand in. 

€ propositions contained in his communication on | the legal currency of the United States, under suit- 
the subject of the removal of the Cherokee Indians, | able restrictions, to be forthwith prescribed and 
and, if so, to transmit to the senate a copy of such pn seg by the secretary of the treasury, shall 


answer, 


_ The following bills were severally read a third 


time, and passed: 


e received in pavinent of the revenue and of debts | 
and dues to the government, and shall be subse- 








| quently disbursed, in a course of public expendi- 


be paid’ont to the public creditors; that such notes 
should be presented monthly at the respective banks 
for payment, which should be deposited in special 
deposites as directed by law, or as the secretary of 
the treasury should think proper, and should there 
remain, till withdrawn by order of the secretary; 
that the notes of no banks should be received which 


‘issued notes of less denomination than $5, nor of 


any bank that should not be within niles of 
the place where the notes should be offered in pay- 





ment, 


Mr. M. expressing a wish to speak on this amend- 
ment, and pleading indisposition for not proceeding 
this evening, (it being now half past 6 o’clock,) 
asked an adjournment; and the senate adjonined. 

May 28. The Vice President presented the fol- 
lowing: 

A communication from the secretary of the trea- 
sury, in pursuance of asenate resolution of Febru- 
ary 28th, with tables of the rates of exchange, fo- 
reign and domestic, and of the prices of bank notes. 
Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

A communication trom the secretary of war, in 
reply to a resolution offered by Mr. White, and in- 
forming the senate that no reply had been received 
from the Cherokee delegation to the measures pro- 
posed by the secretary of war iv relation to further 
time for the removal and further indemnity of the 
Cherokee Indians, but that John Ross and another 
of the delegation had expressed their acquiescence 
to those measures. Referred, on motion of Mr. 

White, to the committee on Indian affairs. 

A communication from the postmaster general, 


in reply to a senate resolution of the 23d instant, in- 


forming the senate that having no legal authority to 
require of the postmasters the receipt by them of 
bank notes, the postmaster general had issued no 
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orders to that effect, but that postmasters generally 
bad returned to the practice of receiving specie- 
paying banks’ notes as they did before the suspen- 
sion of specie payments. Laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

A great number of private bills, a list of which 
was published in the house proceedings of Satur- 
day last, all of them, but one, being bills granting 
pensions, were received from the house, and by 
consent referred, without reading, to the appropri- 
ate committees. 

Mr. Buchanan presented a petition from Lucius 
W. Stockton, and Stockton & Stokes, praying in- 
terest on money awarded to them by the solicitor, 


pal of which had been paidto them. Referred. 

Mr. Norvell presented a copy of an act of the le- 
gislature of Michigan, which was understood to be 
the charter of a university, for which a grant of 
land had been asked from congress. Referred. 

On motion of Mr. Hubbard, it was 

Resolved, That when an act of congress pass for 
the settlement of any private claim, the secietary 
of the senate shall transmit to the officer charged 
with the settlement of such claim the original pa- 
pers relating to such claim. [This serves as a ge- 
neral proviso to the senate resolution before offered 
by Mr. H. that such original papers shall remain in 
the possession of the secretary of the senate.] 

r. H. also offered a resolution, which, being ob- 
jected to, lies over one day, that the daily meetings 
of the senate should be hereafter at 11 o’clock, till 
otherwise ordered. 

Several bills were reported from committees, 
read, and ordered to a second reading; among them 
was a bill reported by Mr. Niles authorizing an ex- 
emption of duty on foreign coal used in vessels 
propelled by steam. 

The following bills were severally considered, 
and ordered to a third reading: The house bills to 
secure the payment of certain commissions on duty 
bonds to the collectors of the customs, (with an 
amendment;) and for the relief of Moses Merrill, 
(with an amendment.) Also, the senate bill for 
the reliefof Moses Merrill. The house bill for the 
relief of Henry Beamish was, on motion of Mr. 
King, indefinitely postponed. ‘The senate resumed 
the consideration of the resolution prohibiting the 
secretary of the treasury from issuing or enforcing 
any general order, (like the specie circular,) ma- 
king a discrimination in the kinds of money re- 
ceived in the different branches of the public reve- 
nue. 

The question being on Mr. Morris’ long amend- 
ment, (published in detail in Saturday’s proceed- 
ings,) restricting (at this time) to utter exclusion 
the receipt of all bank notes, 

Mr. Morris spoke at great length in favor of his 
amendment, and in defence of the specie circular, 
and in opposition to banks and banking generally. 
In concluding, he withdrew his amendment, and 
offered the following resolution, as an appendage to 
the resolution under consideration: 

Resolved, That the joint resolution of 1816, au- 
thorizing the receipt by government of sound spe- 
cie-paying bank notes, be, and hereby is, repealed. 

This resolution was rejected without debate, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Cal- 
houn, Morris, Niles, Smith, of Con., Strange—8. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Clay, of 
Ala., Clay, of Ky., Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, 
Davis, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Lyon, McKean, Merrick, Nicholas, Norvell, Pres. 
ton, Rives, Robbins, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, 
Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Spence, Swift, Tall- 
madge, Tipton, Trotter, Webster, White, Williams. 
Wright, Young—36. 

The question now recurred on the resolution (in 
the form given to it by Mr. Webster’s substitute) 
which was as follows: 

‘* Be it resolved by the senate and house of represen- 
talives, &c. That it shall not be lawful for the secre- 
tary of the treasury to make, or to continue in force, 
any general order which shall create any difference 
between the different branches of revenue, as to the 
money or medium of payment in which debts or 
dues, accruing to the United States, may be paid.” 

In this form the resolution was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading by the following vote: 


~ YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Clay, of | 


Alabama, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, 
Cuthbert, Davis, Grundy, King, Lumpkin, Lyon, 
McKean, Merrick, Nicholas, Norvell, Prentiss, 
Preston, Rives, Robbins, Robinson, Rugzles, Sevier, 
Smith, of Indiana, Sonthard, Spence, Swift, Tall- 
madge, Tipton, Trotter, Webster, White, Williams, 
Young—34. 


NA YS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Cal- 


| 








Mr. Webster now inoved an adjournment, (with 
the view of making some remarks on the subject to- 
morrow,) but withdrew the motion with a view to 


take up the general orders. 


A number of bills for the relief of individuals 
were ordered toa third reading, and then the senate 
adjourned, 

May 29. After some unimportant business had 
been disposed of on motion of Mr. While, the mes- 
sage of the president, and the documents on the 
subject of the remova) of the Cherokee Indians, 
were ordered to be printed. 

The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Hub- 


‘bard that the senate meet daily hereafter at 11 
and withheld by the postmaster general, the princi- 


o’clock, (modified by the mover so as toread from 
and after Monday next,) was taken up, and, aftera 
brief conversation, was, on motion of Mr. Norvell, 
mainly on the ground that it would interfere with 
the business of the standing committees, laid on the 
table: Yeas 26, nays 14. 

Several bills, among them the bill to secure the 
payment of certain commissions on duty bonds to 
collectors of the customs, and the bill to confirm 
land claims in Louisiana, were severally read a 
third time, and passed. 

The senate took up the resolution of Mr. Clay, 
as amended by the senate, modified by the mover, 
at the suggestion of Mr. Webster, prohibiting the 
secretary of the treasury from issuing or enforcing 
any general order, like the specie circular, making 
discrimination in the kinds of money received for 
revenue in its different branches. 

The resolution having been read a third time, 
and the question being on its passage, Mr. Webster 
addressed the senate at considerable length expiain- 
ing the nature, relations, and bearing of the resolu- 
tion, and touching on various topics connected 
with its subject-matter. Mr. Strange spoke in re- 
ply to Mr. Webster, and in opposition to the resolu- 
tion, arguing, especially, that the resolution of 1816 
was merely permissory, and that even in this view 
it ought to be repealed, and a total separation made 
between the business of government and banks. 
Mr. Webster, in reply to Mr. Strange, said that the 
word may was not used in the resolution of 1816, 
and argued that it was just as obligatory on the de. 
partment to receive good bank notes as treasury 
notes. Mr. Strange responded that, although the 
word may was not used, the expression of the 
resolution was equivalent to the 1mport of that 
word. Mr. Calhoun spoke at considerable length, 
denying that the resolution of 1816 gave any 
Ciscretionary power whatever, arguing great dan- 
ger in any such discretionary power, and ob- 
jecting strongly to the resolution that by im- 
plication it surrendered such power. Mr. Web- 
ster argued and insisted that the resolution went 
only to restrain and not at all to surrender such 
discretion. He would gladly take away all unne- 
cessary discretion, but finding that impracticable 
he was willing to go as far as he could in restrain- 
ing and controlling it. Mr. Benton read and argued 
chiefly to show that the secretary of the treasury 
would be very liable to censure, whatever he might 
do under the resolution of 1816. 

Mr. Lumpkin, in explanation, said he had voted 
against this resolution, a3 an amendment to the 
sub-treasnry bill, because he did not wish to em- 
barrass that measure. He should now, without 
any change of opinion vote in its favor. Mr. King 
argued, briefly, that the resolution of 1816 was ne- 
ver considered obligatory; he insisted that it was 
well known te be otherwise when it was adopted, 
and had always been practised upon as discretiona- 
ry. 
Mr. Clay, of Ky., expressed regret that the se- 
cond portion of his resolution had not oeen adopted; 
and he hoped that some farther remedies might be 
provided, especially the repeal of the provision in 
the deposite law of 1836, by which the notes of 
a denomination less than $5 are now excluded from 
being received. 

After a few remarks by Messrs. Hubbard and 
Webster, the resolution was passed by the following 
vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Clay, of 
Ala., Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Davis, Fulton, 
Grundy, King, Lumpkin, Lyon, McKean Merrick, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Preston, Rives, Rob- 
bins, Robinson, Ruggles Sevier, Smnith, of Indiana, 
Southard, Spence, Swift Tallmadge, Tipton, Trot- 
ter, Wall, Webster, White Williams, Young—34. 

NA YS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Calhoun, 
Hubbard, Morris, Niles, Smith, of Connecticut, 
Strange—9. 

The senate then adjourned. 

May 30. After several private bills had been dis- 

osed of, Mr. Davis rose, and said that the house 
ill for the relief of Henry Bemish had been con- 


houn, Hubbard, Linn, Morris, Niles, Smith, of | sidered by the cominittee on commerce, and reported 


Connecticut, Strange—10, 


to the senate with a recommendation for its indefi- 


: eee, 
nite postponement: but, understanding that addi 
tional testimony in its favor was about to be sent in, 
Mr. D. haa requested that it might remain on the 
table for a few days. Owing to the absence or inad. 
vertence of Mr. Davis, or to the fact that he fre. 
quently could not hear even the title of a bill, ang 
much less its substance, this bill, two days before 
but within the time entitling it by the rules to a ino. 
tion for reconsideration, had, notwithstanding, beep 
taken up, and indefinitely postponed. As this was 
evidently a mistake on the part of the senate, and as 
the additional testimony expected had now arrived 
Mr. Davis moved that a message be sent to the house. 
asking the return of said bill, with the accompanying 
documents. 

This motion was opposed by Messrs. Wright, Cai. 
houn, and Lumpkin, advocated by Messrs. Davis, 
King, Bayard, Buchanan, Tipton, and White, chiefly 
on the grounds of a different construction of the rules, 
and of establishing a troublesome precedent, and jt 
was carried in the affirmative without a division, 

This bill and the documents were subsequent| 
received from the house, and a motion made by Mr, 
Davis to reconsider the vote for indefinite postpone- 
ment of the bill was laid on the table till the com- 
mittee on commerce should report on the new testi- 
mony which had been received. 

Mr. Webster offered the following resolution, and 
asked its consideration at this hour: 


Resolved, That the committee on finance ke in. 
structed to take into consideration the act of June 
23d, 1836, entitled *‘an act to regulate the deposite 
of the public moneys,” and to inquire whether, ac- 
cording to the provisions of that act, it is now com. 
petent forthe secretary ofthe treasury to employ any 
bank which has heretofore been selected as a pub- 
lic depository, and which, since the passage of that 
act, has suspended specie payrrents; and, also, to 
inquire into the expediency of repealing or modi- 
fying those provisions of the said act which prohibit 
the receipt, in payment of debts and dues to the 
United States, of the bills of all banks issuing notes 
of a less denomination than five dollars, and to re- 
port their opinion thereon. 


The immediate consideration of this resolution 
requiring the unanimous consent of the senate, and 
being objected to by Mr. Morris, the resolution con- 
sequently lies over one day. 

Mr. Webster here offered the resolution noticed in 
our last paper. 

The bill making indemnity to the legal represen- 
tatives of John J. Bulow, deceased, for property 
destroyed by the Indians, on the ground that it had 
before been recently occupied by the United States 
troops, was taken up, advocated by Messrs. Hud- 
bard, Bayard, and Preston, opposed by Messrs. 
Buchanan and King, and on motion of Mr. Bu- 
chanan, laid on the table—Yeas 22, nays 13. 

The bill in regard to the town of Southport, in 
Wisconsin, was taken up, discussed (mainly on the 
question of the comparative eligibility of several 
different places for a harbor) by Messrs. Wright, 
Clay, of Alabama, Hubbard, and Niles, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. The senate 
then adjourned, 


May 31. Mr. Buchanan presented the petition 
of Francis P. Blair, stating that he, with col. A. 
Crockett, was security for Samuel B. Crockett, a 
delinquent postmaster, and praying an abatement 
of the amount in default, for the whole of which the 
postmaster general holds him responsible; and stat- 
ing also that he had received from the department, 
when under Mr. Barry, $1,500 as payment for 
actual services rendered the department, the whole 
of which Mr. Kendall holds, notwithstanding, as a 
balance against him; Mr. B. in this case also pray- 
ing relief. Referred. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, presented two memorials 
from citizens of Hartford county, Connecticut, and 
of Jamaica, Long Island, praying the establishment 
of a national bank, which Mr. C. accompanied with 
some remarks that occasioned a discussion, (to be 
given hereafter,) in which Messsrs Clay, of Ken- 
tuecky, Clay, of Alabama, King, Niles, and Wright 
participated. The petitions were laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed, (with the names, at the 
desire of Messrs. Wright and Niles.) 

After several petitions from individuals had been 
presented, and the committee on commerce and pen- 
sions had been severally discharged from the cons!- 
deration of several petitions which had been referred 
to them,the resolution concerning banks, offered yes- 
terday by Mr. Webster, was taken up, modified by 
Mr. W. so as to extend the inquiry as to the com- 
petency of the secretary of the treasury to receive 
bank notes, to those banks which, since the pas- 
sage of the deposite act of 1836, had issued notes 
under the denomination of five dollars, as well a3 
those that had suspended; and in this form the re- 





solution was adopted. 
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The bill from the house requiring the United 
States district court to be held at Jackson, Tennes- 
e. was read twice, and referred. 
The senate took up, on its third reading, the bill 

:, regard to Southport, Wisconsin. 
This bill, at considerable length, was opposed by 


He then asked leave to move the resolution in the 
form which he preferred. 
|. Objection being made by Mr. Cambreleng, he 
moved tosuspend the rules, and demanded the 
yeas and nays, which were ordered. Mr. Boon 
now wished to explain. Mr. Hoplins objected, as 


debi and means for the expense connected with 
ithe subject in the message? and whether that com- 
inittee intended to offer any amendments to the bill 
for the suppression of Indian hostilities to cover 
_ those expenses? Mr. Cambreleng replied in the nega- 
tive, and insisted that whatever might be done in 


Messrs. Sevier and Calhoun. chiefly on the ground the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Williams) had | reference to the message, the bill for the suppres- 
that the bargain with the citizens of Southport, by | gone into nothing personal, and it would only con-|sion of Indian hostilities must still be passed, as 


which they were to have the land, all of which yet 
belonged to the United States, at a great excess 
above the minimum price, with which excess 
they were to construct the harbor, was a bad prece- 
dent, rather beneath the dignity of the governinent, 
as well as injurious to its interests; and it was ad- 
yocated by Messrs. Buchanan, Clay, of Ala.. King, 
Waite, and Webdster, on the ground that if the late 
re-eimption bill shonld pass without this, the whole 
of this land would fall, at an immense profit. into 
the hands of two or three individuals, at whose 
merey the ci-izens of this place (59 or 60 families) 
would thus be left, and the government inust still 
coustruct the harbor at its own expense, thus ad- 
ding greatly to the profit of these two or three specu- 
tors. 
athe hill was passed by the following vote: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Clay, of | 


Alabama, Clayton, Crittenden, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Prentiss, Rives, Robinson, Smith, of Ind., Spence, 
Swift, Trotter, Wall, Webster, White Young—24, 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Calhoun, Lumpkin, 
Niles, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, of Conn., Southard, 
Strange, Tipton, Wright—11. 

The Vice President presented a communication, 
with a report and documents, (the subject not 
stated by the chair,) which were referred. 

The bill toestablish the territory of Ioway from 
a portion of Wisconsin, was made the special order 
for to-morrow. 

The following bills, &c. were considered, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading: 

In regard to aseminary of learning in Wisconsin. 
To disapprove and confirm an act of the legislative 
councilof Wisconsin chartering a bank. Granting 
to the territory of Wiscon-<in the alternate sections 
ofthe land on the line of a proposed canal to con- 
nect lake Michigan with Rock river. And for the 
relief of Guerdon S. Hubbard. 

The senate adjourned, after an executive session. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Tuesday, May 22. Mr. Stone having offered a 
aresolution directing the committee on the post- 
oilice to enquire into the expediency of a establish- 
ing a mail route from Kellysville, Marion county, 
Tennessee, to some point in Squirreltown, in Dade 
county, Georgia, 

Mr. Connor asked leave to offer a resolution fix- 
ing the hour of meeting, during the residue of the 
session, at 10 o’clock, A. M. 

Objection being made, he moved for a suspension 
of the rules, and demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were taken, and resulted as follows: Yeas 
127, nays, 42. So the rules were suspended. Mr. 
Boon moved to amend the resolution by adding a 
piovision for a daily recess from half past 2 to 4 
o'clock. Mr. Reed advocated the ainendment, on 
the ground that there would, in tact, be a recess; 
and it was better to have it all at once and under 
arule. Mr. McKennan opposed it, hoping the 
members would agree to sit till 4 o’clock, which, in 
ordinary cases, he deemed late enough. The 
ameudinent was further advocated by Mr. Boon; 
when, Mr. Montgomery, to cut off debate, moved 
the previous question. The demand was sustained 
by the honse. The previous question was carried, 
and the resolution adopted. So the hour for meet- 
ing is changed from 11 to 10 o’clock. 

Mr. Sherrod Williams asked leave to make an 
explanation. Leave being granted, 

Mr. W. stated that there was anerroneous state- 
ment in several of the public papers, conveying the 
ilea that he had consented to accept a modification 
of his resolution (rescinding the effect of the spe- 
Cle circular) as propused by the gentleman from 

ndiana, (Mr. Boon.) He had never said so. He 
had said to that gentleman. at one time, that he 
Would accept as a modification the printed resolu- 
tion from the senate on that subject: but after fur- 

erexamining that resolution, he had informed 
the gentleman that he could not do so. It applied 
Only to one officer of the government, whereas his 
Own resolution applied to all. Mr. W. then stated 
that he had modified his resolution so as to make it 
4 joint resolution of both houses: and if the house 
Would now agree to consider it, he was willing to 
Modify it still farther, if any gentleman, should de- 
‘ire it. He explained why he had not earlier made 


bia effort to get up the consideration of the resolu- 
a 


sume time. The gentleman from Indiana (Mr. 
Boon) had explained on a former day. 

The question being taken on suspending the 
rules, the yeas and nays were as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, H. Allen, J. 
|W. Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Bond, Boon, Borden, 
Briggs, Wm. B. Calhoun, John Calhoon, Casey, 
Cheatham, Childs, Corwin. Cranston, Crockett, 
Curtis, Cushing,, Darlington, Davies, Deberry, 
Dennis, Dunn, Evans, Everett, R. Fletcher, Fill- 
more, R. Garland, Goode, Jaines Graham, William 
Graham, Grantland, Gray, Grennell, Haley, Hall, 
Halsted, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Henry, Herod, 





Kennedy, Kilgore, Legare, Lincoln, Marvin, S. | 


fee, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell. Morgan, C. Morris, 
Naylor, Noyes, Parinenter, Peck, Pope, Potts, 
Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, 
Robertson, Robinson, Rumsey, Russell, Sergeant, 
A. H. Shepperd, Shields, Sibley, Slade, Snyder, 
Southgate, Stuart, Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, A. S. White, J. 
White, Elisha Whittlesey, T. T. Whittlesey, L. 
Williams, Sherrod Williams, J. L. Williams, Wise, 
Yell, Yorke—104. 

NA YS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Ather- 
ton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, Bonldin, 
Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreleng, Chapman, Cleve- 
land, Clowney, Coles, Connor, Craig, Cushman, 
Dawson, Davee, Dromgoole, Duncan, I:dwards, 
Elmore, Farrington, Fairfield, Isaac Eletcher, Fry, 
Glascock, Grant, Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, 
Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Wm. H. 
Hunter, Ingham, T. B. Jackson, J. Johnson, N. 
Jones, J. W. Jones, Keim, Klingenusmith, Lead- 
better, Lewis, Logan, Martin, McKay, R. McClel 
lan, A. McClellan, McClure, Moore, Murray, 
Noble, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Pennybacker, Petri- 
kin, Phelps, Potter, Pratt, Prentiss, Reilly, Sawyer, 
Sheffer, C. Shepard, Sheplor, Spencer, Tavlor, 
Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Towns, Turney, Van- 
derveer, Webster, Weeks, J. W. Williams, Wor- 
thington—83. 

Two-thirds not voting for the motion, the house 
refused to suspend the rules to enable Mr. Wil- 
liams to offer his motion. 

Mr. Naylor obtained leave to offer a petition and 
have it referred. 

Mr. Whittlesey, of Ohio, from the committee of 
claiins, reported a bill to continue in force an act 
passed on the 18th of January, 1887, to provide for 
ithe payment for horses and other property lost or 
‘destroyed in the military service of the United 
States. 

Mr. Whittlesey moved to go into committee of 
the whole on the bill to continue in force the act 
‘for the payment for horses Jost in the last war. 
The motion prevailed, and the house accordingly 
went into committee of the whole, (Mr. Reed in 
the chair,) onthat bill. Mr. Whittlesey briefly ex- 
plained, expressing his hope that tne provision, 
which had been formerly limited to twa years, 
should, as now proposed, be rendered permanent. 
Mr. Graham, of Indiana, called for the reading of 
'the act proposed to be continned; and it was read. 
Mr. G. then moved an amendment, the object of 
which was to extend the provisions of the law to 
mounted rangers in Indiana and Illinois, whose 
horses had been lost withont fault on their part. 
Mr. G. explained at length, and advocated the 
amendment with great earnestness. 

Mr. Hoffman moved for the rising of the commit- 
'tee; whereupon before any question was taken, the 
‘committee rose, reported progress, and obtained 
leave to sit again. 

The Chair presented a communication from the 
president notifying the house of his approvai of the 
bill to authorize the issuing of treasury notes to 
ineet the current expenses of the governinent. 

The Chair laid before the house a communica- 
tion from the president concerning the Cherokee 
treaty, &e. of the same import as that noted in this 
| day’s proceedings of the senate. [See senate pro- 
ceedings page 204. | Ley 

On motion of Mr. Bell, the communication was 














the union, and ordered to be printed. Mr. Cam- 
breleng pressed a motion to go into committee of the 
whole on the state of the union with a view to take 
up the bill for the suppression of Indian hostilities. 
Mr. Everett inquired of Mr. Cambreleng whether 





Hollman, J. Jackson, H. Johnson, W. C. Johnson, | 


Mason, Maury, May, Maxwell, McKennan, Mene- | 


three-fourths of its appropriations were for debts 
already incurred, and which must be met. Mr. 
_Everelt was of a different opinion, contending that 
'the two subjects were intimately connected, be- 
cause, if any thing shoula be done in this proposal 
of accommodation, there would be no necessity of 
keeping up the force in the Cherokee nation. Mr. 
Cambreleng observed that all the diminution of ap- 
propriation, in that case, would be simply in the 
pay of the troops, since they must be kept there 
until the final arrangement should be cotnpleted. 
Mr. Glascock wished the communication referred, 
‘net inthe first place to the committee of the whole 





on the state of the union, but to the committee on 
Indian affairs. He warmly pressed a motion for 
reconsideration. On this motion a d:bate ensued, 
in which Messrs. Everett, Howard, Holsey, and 
Reed took part, and which ended with a motion by 
Mr. Reed to lay Mr. Glascock’s motion for recon- 
sideration onthe table. Mr. Holsey demanded the 
veas and nays; but the house retused to order thein. 
The motion was then negatived: Ayes 65, noes 68. 
The debate was further continued by Messrs. Hell, 
Cambreleng, and Cushing; when, the question being 
taken on reconsidering, it was decided in the affir- 
mative: Ayes 73, noes 69. So the reference of the 
president’s communication to the committee of the 
whole on the state of the union was reconsidered. 
That reference was then negatived: Ayes 72, noes 
84. The question then recurred on a motion 
of Mr. Glascock, to refer the message to the com- 
mittee on Indian aflairs. 


Mr. Everett noved to amend the motion so as to 
give the committee power to send for persons and 
papers, since, as matters stood, the committee could 
not know whether the proposals of the president 
had been accepted by the Cherokee delegation. 

Mr. Dawson remonstrated very warmly against 
the consequences of giving the committee such a 
| power; the object of which, he insisted, was to 
| bring John Ross before the committee, and thus 
thrust the authority and influence of that chief in 
the way of the execution of the treaty of 1835 

which must inevitably lead to an Indian war. He 
closed by moving that the president’s communica- 
tion be laid on the table and printed. He withdrew 
this motion at the request of Mr. Wise, who promis- 
sed to renew it. He then replied with equal warmth 
to the speech of Mr. Dawson, denouncing the al- 
leged treaty of 1835 in the strongest terms. He 
expressed lively joy at the reception of such a 
message, and complimented the president, as he 
said, for the first time in his life. Mr. Wise,in his 
eagerness, forgot to renew the motion, and Mr. 
Glascock obtained the floor. Mr. Wise now re- 
newed the motion, but it was too late. 


Mr. Glascock addressed the house with earnest- 
ress, insisting on the obligation of the treaty of 
1835, and the sacredness of the vested rights of 
Georgia under it; the certainty that her citizens 
would take possession of these lands, and the im- 
minent danger of an Indian war. Should the gov- 
ernment attempt to overturn that treaty, Georgia 
would never be found wanting to herself, as she had 
once before proved. Mr. 4therton now demanded 
the previous question, (the effect of which would 
be to bring the house to an immediate vote on the 
reference to the Indian committee, and would cut 
off Mr. Everett’s amendinent.) Mr. Owens moved 
to lay the messaye on the table, and demanded the 
yeas and nays. Mr. Wise strenuously endeavored 
to get the floor farther to reply to Mr. Dawson and 
Mr. Glascock; but ther Chair insisted on therule 
which forbids debate after a motion to lay on the 
table. Mr. Cambreleng and Mr. Legare, asked that 
the communication be readagein. The Chair pro- 
nounced it ont of order, asa motion had been made 
lor the previous question. Some confusion arose. 
The Chair vindicated its decision; but, on earnest 
remonstrance, put the question on the reading of 
the message, though, as he insisted, not strictly in 
order. Mr. Wise insisted that the documents should 
also be read. The Chair now insisted onthe rule. 
Mr. Wise took an appeal. The decision of the 
Chair was sustained. The question was now put 























referred to a committee of the whole on the state of | 0" the motion of Mr. Owens to lay the message 


| and documents on the table, and negatived by yeas 
and nays: Yeas 39, nays 113. 


Mr. Montgomery appealed to Mr. Atherton, to 
| withdraw his call for the previous question, and 
suffer the whole subject to be postponed for a 
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there was any estiinate sent to the committee of| week. 
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The Chair pronounced such a withdrawal out 
of order. The question was then put on sustain- 
ing the previous question and carried; Ayes 78, 
noes 53. 

The previous question was then put and carried, 
and the reference to the Indian comimittee agreed 
to. 

So the communication of the president, in refer- 
ence to the treaties with the Cherokees, was laid 
on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Cushing now resumed and concluded his 
speech in support of his motion to commit the 
president’s message on the subject of the north- 
western territory of the United States to the com- 
mittee on foreign aifairs, with instructions to in- 
quire into the expediency of establishing a post on 
the river Columbia, for the defence and occupa- 
tion of the territory of the United States watered 
by said river; and also to consider the expediency 
of making further provision by law to prevent the 
interineddling of the officers or subjects of foreign 
powers with the Indians of the United States. 

Mr. Howard called tor the reading of the instruc- 
tions moved by Mr. Cushing; which were read ac- 
cordingly. He then went at some length into a 
reply, not expressing any decided opinion as to 
the propriety of the measure to which his instruc- 
tions looked, but throwing out a doubt whether this 
government could take possession, as proposed, of 
the country on the Columbia, in consistency with 
the stipulations of our convention with England, 
He had no objection to the instrnetions. 

Mr. Elmore moved as a substitute the following: 

‘Resolved, That the committee on foreign atlairs 
be instructed toingnire into the extent of the coun- 
try claimed by the United States west of the Rocky 
Mountains, on the northwest coast of the Pacific 
ocean; the title under which it is claimed, and the 
evidence of the correctness of the title; the extent 
of sea-coast, aud the number and description of its 
harbors; the nature of the climate, soil, produc- 
tions, and trade; and also whether it is expedient 
to establish: a territorial government, or one or more 
military posts, as possession for the same or any 
part thereof; and what will be the expense neces- 
sary to establish the same, and the annual expense 
for its support; what fortifications and ships will be 
required for said territory, and what number of sol- 
diers and sailors will be necessary for its protec- 
tion, both in time of peace, and in case of a war 
with any foreign power; and that the coinmittee re- 
port thereon to this house.” 

But subsequently agreed to add it to Mr. Cush. 
ing’s as an amendment; in which form it was 
agreed to. The instructions, therefore, read as 
follows: 

+ Resolved, That said communication be referred 
to the committee on foreign aiiairs, with instrue- 
tions to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post on the Columbia river, for the aefence 
and occupation of the territory of the United States 
watered by said river: and also to consider the ex- 
pediency of making further provision by law to 

revent the intermeddling of the officers or sub- 
jects of foreign powers with the Indians of the 
United States.” 

«Also, to inquire into the extent of the country 
claimed by the United States west of the Rocky 
mountains, on the northwest coast of the Pacific 
ocean; the title under which it is claimed, and the 
evidence of the correctness of the title; the extent 
of seacoast, and the number and description of its 
harbors; the nature of the climate, soil, produc- 
tions and trade; and also whether it is expedient to 
establish a territorial governinent; or one or more 
military posts, as possession for the same or aiy 
part thereof, and what will be the expense neces- 
sary to establish the same, and the annual expense 
for its support; what fortifications and ships will 





be required for said territory, and what number of 


soldiers aud sailors will be necessary for its pro- 
tection both in tine of peace and in case of war 
with any foreign power; and that the committee re- 
port thereon to this house.” 


Mr. Elmore wishing to make some remarks, and | 


it being past 4 o’clock, moved an adjournment; 
which prevailed. 
And the house adjourned. 


Wednesday, May 23. After the reading of the 
journal, M:. Tuoliaferro desired that the house be 
counted. He wished to know whether those who had 
voted to change the hour of meeting to 10 o’clock 
were, themselves, onthe ground. The Chuir stated 
that 87 members only were present. Mr. Turney 
moved a call of the house. On this motion Mr. 
Everett demanded the yeas and nays, which were 
accordingly taken; when the following was the re- 
sult: yeas 63, nays 66. 

Messrs. Sherrod Williams, McKennan, and Lyon 
obtained leave to present meinorials. 
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| Reports frou committees were presented; among 
‘them the loliowing: Mr. Waittlesey, of Ohio, from 
the cominittee of claims, inade a report upon 
the propriety of amending the act entitled ** An act 
to provide lor the payment of horses and other 
property lost or destroyed in the military service of 
the United States,” approved January 18, 1837. 

Mr. Martin, from the committee on the judiciary, 
reported against the petition of R. H. White and 
others, asking aid to enable said White to procure 
witnesses to sustain himself in his defence at the 
suit of the government of the United States ona 
charge of burning the treasury building. 
| Mr. Evereil, from the committee on Indian affairs, 
reported senate bill No. 75, to provide forthe secu- 
rity and protection of the emigrant and other In- 
dians west ot the states of Missouri and Arkansas, 
with an amnendinent. 

Mr. Everett submitted an amendment to the 28th 
rule of the house, permitting any member of the 
house to have his naine recorded on a question 
taken by yeas and nays, who shall come in before 
the last name is called. The proposed amendment 
was laid on the table. 

The resolution to print an extra number of copies 
of the report of the committee on duelling, &c. 
coming up in order— 

Mr. Mason, of Ohio, resumed and continued, for 
some time, his remarks in opposition to printing 
the report of the committee, but in favor of printing 
the evidence and journal of the committee. Before 
Mr. M. had concluded what he had to say, the 
morning hour expired. 

Several bills from the senate received their first 
and second readings, and were referred to commit- 
tees, Kc. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Cushing in relation 
to the oecupation of the territory on the Columbia 
river came up next in order. Mr. Elmore, who had 
ollered an arnendment to Mr. Cushing’s instructions, 
had the floor in support ofthat amendment, but waiv- 
ed his right to address the house. The question was 
then taken, and Mr. Cushing’s resolution was adopt- 
ed by the house. Several senate bills were read 
twice, and referred. 

Mr. McKay asked leave to offer the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed 
to communicate to this house, with as little delay 
as practicable, the amount that will be required for 
the additional allowances proposed by him to be 
inade to the Cherokees in his letter to John Ross 
and others, under date of the 18th of May, 1838, 
specifying under separate heads the amount neces- 
sary under each. 

Objections being made, Mr. Bell moved a sus- 
pension of the rales; and the house suspended. The 
question being then on putting the question on the 
resolution at this time, objection was again made. 
Mr. Bell again moved to suspend the rules. They 
were suspended, and the resolution adopted. 

The house then went into committee of the whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Howard again in 
the chair,) on the bill for the suppression of Indian 
hostilities. 

The question being on the following amendment 
offered by Mr. Bell: 

‘* Provided, that if the president shall ascertain 
that all dissatisfaction and further opposition on the 
part of any portion of the Cherokee Indians to the 
treaty of 1835 can be allayed or avoided by aliow- 
ing an additional compensation for lands ceded to 
the United States by said treaty, and that thereby 
the government may be saved the expense of keep- 
ing up the large military force within the Cherokee 
country now contemplated, he is hereby authorized 
to apply two millions of dollars of the sum appro- 
priated by this act to that object.” 

Mr. Wise rose, and addressed the house with 
great animation on the general subject of our In- 
dian relations; the past policy of the country in 
removing the Indians west of the Mississippi; the 
dangers which threaten our western frontier; and 
the course of Georgia toward the Cherokees. The 
late treaty with the Senecas, in the state of New 








| York, was incidentally alluded to, which bronght 
(up Mr. Fillmore in explanation. Mr. Towns then 
rose in reply to Mr. Wise, and spoke in explanation 
and vindication of the course of Georgia in dealing 
with the Indians in her limi‘s; in the course of 
which he made some very severe remarks on the 
character of John Ross, whom he declared to be 
‘openly in market. He deprecated the least delay 

in the exeention of the treaty. Mr. Marvin made 
|some statements in reference to the treaty with the 
|Senecas. He gave a history of the getting up of an 

application to the senate to have all the circum- 
stances of the alleged treaty thoronghly investiga- 
‘ted. There were allegations on both sides. He 
_expressed lively indignation as to the course pur- 
| Sued in the payment of the annuities of these Sene- 


| 
| 
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cas. He gave a history of the difficulties of the 7, 
dians from the failure of their crops, and the holding 
back of the money by the agents who should ‘a 
peid it, and the efiorts to get the Indians {9 tals 
goods instead of the money, although the anny, 
itself is but the interest of a fund originally belons 
ing to the Senecas, and placed on trust in ihe hands 
of Gen. Washington. He animadverted with seve. 
rity on the conduct and character of the Rev. Mr 
Schermerborn, whose unauthorized interference he 
deprecated as of itself sufficient to cast a SUSPicioy 
over any transaction with Indians. 

Mr. Cushing said that reference having been made 
in this debate, to the circumstatce that an agent of 
the state of Massachusetts had participated in the ne. 
gotiation of the late treaty with the Seneca Indians 
he wishea, before the committee left that subject 
to make a brief explanation of the facts in beha}; of 
hisstate. In 1786 the states of New York and Mas. 
sachusetts concluded a coinpromise of the claims of 
the latter in New York, by which a session of q 
certain part of the soil of New York was made {o 
Massachusetts, the jurisdiction remaining with 
New York. This cession embraced the pre-emp. 
tive right of land in the occupancy of the Senecas. 
In 1788 Massachusetts conveyed a part of her pre. 
emptive right to Oliver Phelps and Nathaniel Gor. 
ham; and in 1791 conveyed the residue to Robert 
Morris. Massachusetts thus parted with all her 
litle to the lands in question; put she had under. 
taken, and has anxiously endeavored, to see that 
justice should be done to the Senecas, in the nego. 
tiation of any treatics for the extinguishment of 
their occupation-title. Accordingly, in the nego. 
tiations of 1788 she employed the celebrated mis. 
sionary, the Rev. Samuel Kirkland, the great friend 
of the Indians, to see to their interest; in 1791 the 
honorable William Shepard; and on the recent oe. 
casion Dr. Trowbridge. Mr. C. said that Massa. 
chusetts had no interest in these cases, but to exer. 
cise, in good faith, a parental care of the Indians, 
Whatever, therefore, might be the fact in regard to 
the late treaty with the Seneeas; whether honestly 
obtained or not, (of which he (Mr. C.) was not pre- 
pared to judye,) he felt sure that the governor of 
Massachusetts, careful as he had always been of 
the rights of the Indians, had selected, as the agent 
ofthe State on this occasion, a gentleman, whose 
character for integrity and personal respectability 
gave reasonable assurance that the honor of Massa- 
chusetts would not be sacrificed in his hands. 

Mr. Wise now moved a proviso to the bill, to the 
effect that no part of the money should be used in 
removing the Cherokees west of the Mississippi til! 
the result of the pending negotiation should be as- 
certained. 

But the amendment not being now in order, he 
gave notice that he should move it when in order 

Mr. Wise went at length into a further discussion 
ofthe general subject of the negotiation of the treaty 
of New Echota, speaking with great severity of the 
manner in which it had been effected, and especially 
on the conduct of the Rev. Mr. Schermerhorn in 
that matter. He quoted documents in support of 
his positions, conmenting on them as he proceeded. 

Frequent explanations were interposed, and ques: 
tions put, during the speech, by Messrs. Dawson, 
Legare, Graham, Grantland, Towns, and Downing. 

Mr. W. had not concluded when he yielded the 
floor to a motion to adjourn, which was made by 
Mr. McKennan about 4 o’clock. 

Before the house adjourned, the Chair laid before 
the house the following message froin the president 
of the United States: 

I herewith transinit to the house the copy of4 
letter addressed to me on the 28th ultimo, by the 
governor of Maine, enclosing several resolves of the 
legislature of the state, and claiming reimbursemen! 
from the general government of certain moneys palé 
to Ebenezer S. Greely, Jolin Baker, and others, e 
compensation for losses and sutierings experience’ 
by them respectively, under circumstances more 
fully explained in his excellency’s letter. 

In the absence of any authority on the part of the 
executive to satisfy these claims, they are now su): 
mitted to congress for consideration: and I deem !! 
proper at the same time, with reference to the ob- 
servations contained in Governor Keut’s note, above 
mentioned, to communicate to the house of repre: 
sentatives copies of other papers connected with 
the subject of the northeastern boundary of the 
United States, which, with the deeuments already 
made public, w/ll show the actnal state of the ne 
rotiations with Great Britain on the general ques 
tion. M. Van Buren. 

Washington, May 19, 1838. 

[The following important papers are among those 
accompanying the above message:] 

Department of State, 
Washington, April 27, 1838. 
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The undersigned, secretary of state of the United 
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states, has the honor, by the direction. of the pre-| was then postponed to Friday next. 


ee 


Mr. Wise; YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, H. Ailen, 


cident, to communicate to Mr. Fox, her Britannic | asked that the ainendinent he had proposed to olfer| J. W. Allen, Aycrigg, Beil, Bond, Borden, Bouldin, 


majesty’s envoy extraordinary and minister pleni- 
‘otentiary, the resuit of the application of tle gene- 
ral governinent to the state of Maine on the subject 
of thie northeastern boundary line, and the resolu- 
tion which the president has formed upon a careful 
consideration thereof. By the accompanying pa- 
ers," received from the executive of Maine, Mr. 
Fox will perceive that Maine declines to give a 
consent to the negotiation for a conventional boun- 
dary; is disinclined to the reference of the points 
in dispute to a new arbitration; but is yet firmly 
ersuaded that the line described in the treaty of 
1733 can be found and traced whenever the govern- 
ments of the United States and Great Britain shall 
roceed to make the requisite investigations, with 
a predisposition to elfect that very desirable object. 
Confidently relying, as the president does, upon 
the assurances frequently repeated by the British 
government of the earnest desire to reach that re- 
sult, if it is practicable, he has instructed the un- 
dersigned to announce to Mr. Fox the willingness 
of this government toenter in an arrangement with 
Great Britain for the establishinent of a joint com- 
mission of survey and exploration upon the basis 
of the original American proposition, and the modi- 
fieations Otfered by her majesty’s governinent. 

Tne secretary of state is, therefore, authorized to 
invite Mr. Fox to a conference upon the subject at 
as early a day as his convenience will permit; and 
tie undersigned will be iinmediately furnished with 
a requisite full power, by the president, to conclude 
a couvention einbracing that object, if her majesty’s 
izinister is duly empowered to proceed to the ne- 
goliation of it on the part of Great Britain. 

The undersigned avails hitnself of this occasion 
torenew to Mr. Fox the expression of bis distin- 
cuished consideration. 

: JoHN ForsytTuH. 

H. 8. Fox, esq. &c. §c. §&c. 

Washington, May 1, 1838. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your official note of the 27th ultimo, in which 
you enclose to ine a cominunication received by the 
federal governinent from the executive of Maine, 
upon the subject of the northeastern boundary line; 
and in which you inform me that the president is 
willing to enter into an arrangement with her ina- 
esty’s government for the establishment of a joint 
omimission of survey and exploration, upon the 
basis of the original American proposition, and of 
the modifications offered by her majesty’s govern. 
ment, as communicated to you in my note of the 
lith of January last; and you invite me to a con- 
ference, for the purpose of negotiating a convention 
that shall embrace the above object, if I am duly 
ciipowered by my government tu proceed to such 
hevotiation. 

Ihave the honor to state to yon, in reply, that 


J 
, 


my actual instructions were fulfilled by the delivery | 


of the communication which I addressed to you on 
the 10th of January; and that Tam not at present 
provided with full powers for negotiating the pro- 
posed convention. I will forthwith, however, trans- 
initto her majesty’s government the note which I 
bave had the honor to receive from you; in order 
that such fresh instructions may be furnished to 
me, or such other steps taken, as the present situa- 
tou of the question may appear to her majesty’s 
soverniment to require. IT avail myself of this occa- 
sion to renew to you the assurances of iny high res- 
pect aud consideration. 

, H. S. Fox. 
The hon, John Forsyth, &c. 

Mr. Evans moved the postponement of the con- 
leration of this communication to Friday next, 
and that it be printed. Mr. Cambreleng hoped they 
Were to have no premature debate on the subject 
Of this message. ‘These motions to postpone toa 
day certain had often proved great interruptions to 
the public business. Mr. Evans observed there 
“ere other sorts of public business worthy of the 
attention of Congress besides appropriation bills, 
Whatever the chairman of the coinmittee of ways 
and im ‘ans micsht think; but, Mr. E. said, no in- 
terruption should be occasioned byhim. Mr. Cam- 


ral 
reieng would not be understood to say that the sub- 
ject 


business. 
debate Win 


Si 


He only deprecated having a premature 


“ay. Mr. Cushing protested against the notion that 
hothing constituted public business but the honora- 
ntleman’s money bills. He also protested no 
“ss decidedly against gentlemen being prohibited 
tet choosing their own time for their own motions, 
‘ithout being dietated to as to the order of busi- 


JAgg 
n SS, 


16s Che further consideration of the message 


Pl, senate doc. No. 424, 2d session, 25th con- 
> . 


by! 
jie 
ict fre 





Ol this message was not very important public | 


ler a motion to postpone toa particular | 


which was ordered. 
And then the house adjourned. 





tation of foreign paupers to this country kad been 
-earried on. That document contained two extracts 


‘from the New York © Truth-Teller.” in which there 


/was nothing at all pertinent to the subject of inquiry, | | 
derveer, Albert S. White, J. White, E. Whittlesey, 
'L. Williains, S. Williains, Wise, Yorke—111. 


but which consisted of anonymous and violent de- 
nunciations of the mayor and city council of the city 
of New York. Mr. H. said he could not believe but 
that the transmission of this document, as a reply to 


to the Indian appropriation bill might be printed; | Briggs, Win. B. Catuoun, J. Callioon, W. B. Caimp- 


| beli, Carter, Chainbers, Cheatham, Childs, Coles, 
™ al ° . ° 
| Connor, Corwin, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Dawson, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


the resolution of April 30, was the result of a mis- | 


take, to which the president himself could have been 
no party. The documents alluded to contained gross 


Thursday, May 24. Atter a call of the house, (as | Davies, Dennis, Dunn, Evans, Everett, Ewing. R 
stated in the last number,) Mr. Hofman rose, and | Fletcher, Fillmore, R. Garland, Glascock, J. Gra- 
called the attention of the house to the fact that a | ham, Wm. Graham, Grantland, Graves, Gray, Gren- 
very exceptionable document had been ordered to be | nell, Griffin, Hall, Halsted, Harlan, Harper, Hawes, 
printed, and was yesterday laid on the table. He) Herod. Hoffinan, Hopkins, R. M. T. Hunter, J. Jack- 
referred to a message of the president of the United | son, H. Johnson, W. C. Johnson, N. Jones, Kenne- 
States enclosing communications from the secreta- | dy, Lincoln, Lyon, Mallory, Maivin, S. Mason, 
ries of state and the tleasnry, in reply toa resolution | Maury, May, Maxwell, McKeinan, Menetee, Mil- 
of inquiry, adopted on the 30th April, 1838, calling | ligan, Mitchell, M. Morris, C. Morris, Naylor, 
| for information as to the extent to which the depor- | 


Noyes, Patterson, Pearce, Peck, Potts, Pratt, Rari- 


iden, Randolph, Reed, Ridgway, Robinson, Rumsey, 


Russell, Sawyer, Sergeant, A. H. Shepperd, C. 
Shepard, Shields, Slade, Stanly, Stone, Stratton, 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, Van- 


_NAYS—Messrs. Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bicknell, Boon, Brodhead, Bronson, Cam- 
breleng, J. Cainpbeil, Casey, Cleveland, Clowney, 


'Cnshinan, Dromgoole, Duncan, Farrington, Isaac 


personal attacks upon individuals of character and | 
respectability in New York, and Mr H. thonght that | 
this was the first time that an ephemeral article of | 


this kind, from the public press, without signature | 


| 
} 
| 


| . oge ° ° 
or responsibility, had ever been embodied in a mes- 


-save to that house from the executive, and that heuse | 


asked to stamp it with their sanction. The presi- 
dent, if this indeed were the result of mistake, should 
)have an opportunity of correcting it, as should also 


the secretary of the treasury, neither of whoim, Mr. | 
_H. suggested, could have purposely transmitted such | 
documents to that house. If it was intentional, the | 
person actually responsible should be ascertained, | 
-and held up to the repreheusion of the house and | 


the country. 


had read this message. He was happy to say, as he 
did, with pride and pleasure, that many gentlemen 
of that house, ac well as those in favor of the adminis- 


selves in terms of strong disapprobation with regard 
to that document. He vave notice that it was his 
intention to offer the following resolution at the pro- 
_per time, or something like it. He moved that the 
‘resolution be read for the information of the house: 
Resolved, That the select committee to which was 


Pletcher, Foster, Fry, Gallup, Giant, Haley, Ham- 
moud, Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, Howard, Hubley, 
lngham, J. Johnson, Keim, Kemble. Klingensmith, 
Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, Martin, McKay, R. Mc- 
Cleilan, A. McClellan, McClure, Moutgomery, 
Moore, Morgan, Marray, Noble, Owens, Palmer, 
Parmenter, Pennybacker, Petrikin, Pheips, Potter, 
Prentiss, Reily, Richardson, Rives, Shetfer, Sheplor, 
Snyder, Spencer, Stuart, Tavlor, Thomas, Titus, 
Toucey, Turney, Wagener, Webster, J. W. Wil- 
liains, Worthingtou, Yell—75. 

So the rules were not suspended, and Mr. Hoff- 
man was refused the leave tomake his motion. 

Mr. Thompson said that this was a question of 
privilege. He believed that these documents had 


_ been sent to the house without the knowledge of the 
| Mr. H. presumed that every member of the house | 


j 
| 
| 


executive. The information called for was specific, 
and the reply to the call was a collection of infamous 
and scurrilous libels from one of the common sewers 


'of party abuse. Mr. T. suggested to the Chair to 
tration as those opposed to it, had expressed them- | 


apply to the executive to know if this document was 
indeed sent to that house by his order, The Chair 


reminded Mr. T. that his retnarks were not in order, 


referred ** the president’s message, together with re. | 


ports from the secretary of state and the secretary of 
the treasury, with accompanying papers, in answer 
to the resolution of the house of the 30th ultimo, re- 


lating to the introduction of foreign paupers into thie | 


| United States,” be discharged froin the turther con- 


| 
' 


i sideration of the two papers numbered 8 and 9, an- | 


inexed to the report of the secretary of the treasury, 
iand that the sane be returned to the president. 

| Mr. Beatty objected to the reception of the resolu. 
tion at this time. Mr. Hoffman moved a suspension 
of the rules to enable him to intreduce the resolu- 
‘tion, and asked the yeas and nays, which were or- 


no proposition being beiore the house. Mr. Thomp- 
son then asked leave of the house to oiler the foilow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to infurm this house whether document 
No. 9, and that which follows, accompanying his 
message of the 11th of May, were communicaied to 
this house by his direction. This being objected to, 
Mr. Zhompson moved to suspend the rules to ena- 
ble bim to otier the resolution he had indicated his 
intention to offer. Lost. 

Reports of committees were then received, among 


them was the following: 


| 
| 
| 


dered. Mr. Foster hoped that this subject might be | 


postponed until to-morrow. Mr. Williams, of North 


Carolina, demanded the reading of the documents | 


alluded to. Mr. Hamer asked tor the reading of the 


resolution of inquiry, under which this information| 
was given. Mr. Curtis said that it was recited in| 


the message in question. 
The clerk then read the resolution of the 30th 
_Anpril, 1838, as follows: 


By Mr. Thomas, from the committee on the judi- 
ciary, a bill to prevent the issuing and circulation of 
the bills, notes, and other securities of corporations 
created by acts of congress which have ex tired.” 

Mr. Johnson, of Virginia, from the committee of 
accounts, woved that the committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the resolution of 
the 30th of April, to vest in the house the appoint- 
ment of librarian to the house, and to uiite the office 
with that of the keeper of public documents; which 


motion was agreed to. 


« Resolved, That the president of the United States | 


be requested to communicate to this house copies of 


| 


all correspondence and communications which have | 


/passed between this and any foreign government, 
and the officers or agents thereof, relating to the in- 


troduction of foreign paupers into the United States; | 


also, what steps, if any, have been taken to prevent 
the intredvetion of such paupers into the United 
States: provided such communications are not in- 
compatibie with the interest of the United States.” 


j 


Mr. Hoffman proposed that the documents inarked | 
8 and 9 should be read, omitting the preliminary ones. | 
Mr. Curtis was desirous that No. 7 might also be) 


'read. Mr. Grant called for the reading of two others 
| of the documents in question. 

The documents were then read. [They shall have 
_a p'ace in our next “ REGISTER.” 


‘iments. but the house refused to sustain the motion, 
_and the reading of the above papers was concluded, 
The reading being finished, Mr. Bronson requested 


rules, for the present; but Mr. H. declined to do so. 
The question upon suspending the rules was then 


| tube (requiring two-thirds,) and was decided as | 


follows: 


Mr. Taylor, from the committee on invalid pen- 
sions, reported the following resoluti. n, which was 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That this house will, on Saturday next, 
alter the hour of 12 o’clock, proceed to the consi/e- 
ration of bills which have been or shall then be re- 
ported from the committee on invalid pensions and 
the committee on revolutionary pensions. 

Several bills from the senate, some with and some 
Without amendment, being referred to appropriate 
coinmittees, the house, upon motion, went ito com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union, (Mr, 
Howard in the chair,) and took up bill No. 676, for 
the suppression of Indian hostilities. Mr. Bell's 
amendment was immediately under consideration, 
Mr. Harlan gave notice of an amendment. Mr, 
Wise who was entitled to the floor, resuined and 
coneluded his remarks ou that part of the bill relating 


to the removal of the Cherokees. Mr. Gluscock tol- 


Mr. Bronson (before the reading was concluded) | 
/moved to suspend the further reading of these docu- | 


Mr. Hoffman to withdraw his notion to suspend the | 


lowed at length, on the other side, and in favor of 
the bill. Messrs. Downng, and Graham, of N.C. 
spoke on the same side, and, before the latter finish- 
ed his remarks, the committee, on motion of Mr. J. 
L. Williams, rose, and had leave to sit again. 

After the passage of a senate bill to repeal certain 
provisoes in the act imposing duties upon imports, 
and the first and second reading of a bill from the 
senate to settle the title of certain lands in Arkansas, 
the house took up the Cumberland road bill, (apon 
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ainendment thereto by the senate.) Mr. Pope moved 
that the house concur with the senate in its amend- 
ment. Mr. Ewing, of Ludiana, objected to that clause 
of the amendinent which restricted the labor on the 
road to certain points; but, at the instance of Mr. 
Pope, of Ky., and other members, withdrew his ob- 
jection. He stated that his constituents felt aggriev- 
ed, and had petitioned to rescind the restriction men- 
tioned, but he could not allow himself, as intimated, 
to endanger the bill, and would therefore not insist 
on the change, the senate being constituted as it is. 

Mr. Campbell moved to refer the bill to the com- 
mittee of ways and means. Motion negatived—ayes 
50, noes 80. Mr. Ellmore moved that the house 
adjourn. Lost. Mr Campbell inoved to lay the bill 
and ainendments on the table. A motion was made 
that the house adjourn, and lost. The yeas and nays 
on the motion to lay the bill oa the table were or- 
dered, and the house negatived the motion by the 
following vote—yeas 69, nays 84. A motion was 
then made to adjourn. Lost. 


Tine house then concurred in the amendment of | 


the senate, without a division; and then the house 
aijjourned. 

Friday, May 25. The Chair laid before the honse 
the following message from the president of the 
United States: 

To the house of representatives of the United States: 

I herewith subinit areport froin the secretary of 
the treasury, explanatory of the manner in which 
extracts from certain newspapers relating to the in- 
troduction of foreign paupers in this country, and 
the steps taken to prevent it, became connected 
with his coimmunication to me on that subject, ac- 
coipanying my message of the 11th. 

Sensible that those extracts are of a character 
which would, if attention had been directed to 
them, have prevented their transmission to the 
house, I request permission to withdraw them. 

M. Van Buren. 

May 24, 1838. 


Treasury Department, May 24, 1838. 

Sir: My attention has just been called to two ex- 
tracts from one of the presses in New York city, 
relating to the introduction of foreign paupers, and 
subinitted tothe house of representatives with your 
message of the llth inst. This department has 
been engaged in collecting information on that sub- 
ject during the last two years, and, while so em- 
ployed, the local difficulties, in some of the princi- 
pal seaports, caused by attempts to prevent the in- 
troduction of such paupers, became a topic of fre- 


quent communication to it—sometimes by writing | 


and printed statements, and sometimes in person by 
municipal officers. 

Among other communications concerning it some 
were made, in the course of the Jast summer, by a 
part of the commissioners of health forthe city of 
New York in a visit to the departinent, and others 
were made by soine person feeling an interest in the 


question, by forwarding the extracts before men- | 


tioned, as containing matter pertinent to the sub- 
ject. 

Without a critical examination, they were placed 
on file with the clerk having particular charge of 
that business; and, when the papers in this de- 
partment, concerning the introduction of foreign 
paupers, and, ‘talso, what steps, if any, had been 
taken to prevent the introduction of such paupers 
into the United States,’’ were collected for you, in 
the preparation of a reply to the call of the house, 
these extracts were subinitted in connection with 
other matter bearing on those inquiries. 

This was done, in the pressure of business, with- 
out noticing the circumstances that in those ex- 
tracts certain remarks and strictures of a personal 
character appear to be mingled, concerning the 
correctness of which the department of course 
knows nothing—which it could not desire to aid in 
repnblishing—and which, had they been observed 
at the time, would not have been communicated. 

Respectfully, yours, 
Levi Woosury, 
Secretary of the treasury. 
To the PresipvEnT ofthe United States. 


Mr. Russell observed that his colleagne (Mr 
Hoifinan) was not now in his seat, but Mr. R. had 
prepared certain modifications of the resolution 
yesterday oifered by that gentleman, and he wished 
the resolution moved by him to be now taken up 
and considered, that the president and secretary 
might have an opportunity to set themselves right 
before the house and the country. 

Mr. Cambreleng said, after what the honse had 
now heard, all that was necessary was a simple mo- 
tion that the president’s request be complied with, 
and that he have leave to withdraw the papers re- 


| Mr. Thoms said, on account of the deep interest 


| their corporate existence for two years, and that on 


| would be to distinguish between the sound and the 


“That the committee to which the papers alluded 
“to in the said message have been referred, be dis- 
“charged from the consideration thereof, and that 
“they be withdrawn from the files, and returned to 
“the president.” 

Mr. Whittlesey, of Ohio, thought that the course 
suggested by Mr. Cambreleng was the proper one. 
It was evidently through mistake that the papers 
|had been sent. Mr. Dromgoole thought that the 
correct parliamentary course would be to discharge 
the committee from the further consideration of 
those documents. 

Mr. Everelt called for the reading again of the 
message and its enclosure; and they were read ac- 
cordingly. Mr. McKennan moved that, as the gen- 
tlernan irom New York, (Mr. Hotiman,) who in- 
troduced this subject to the notice of the house, 
was vot in his seat, the consideration of the mes- 
sage be postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. Adams preterred that the message and docu- 
ments should be laid on the table until the gentle- 
man from New York appeared in his seat. After 
the explanation which had been given, he presumed | 
there would be no disposition on the part of any 
inember to impute blame to the secretary of the 
treasury. Still, the fact itself was an important 
event in the relations of this house with the execu- 
tive department, and the course of the house in re- 
gard to it should be deliberate and determined. The 
occurrence which had led to the conversation was, 
no doubt, unintentional on the part both of the 

resident ard the secretary. But, if it had been 
intentional, he had no hesitation in saying that it 
would have been one of the grossest violations of 
ithe privileges of the house, that ever had been com- 
mitted by a presidend of the United States. It was 
evident, however, that the thing had happened 
Without any such intention. Mr. A. would not 
apply any severity of principle to the intercourse 
between the house and the Executive. But the 
event itself was by no means indifferent or of small 
consequence. These offensive papers would go to 
the world, and would have as injurious an effect 
against the individuals concerned, the mayor of the 
city of New York and distinguished members of the 
corporation of that city, as if they had been com- 
municated purposely. He should prefer that the 
| consideration of the subject be deferred until the 
gentleman from New York shonld be in his seat; 
| but it ought not to be put off till to-morrow, nor 
‘for a day, or a minute after that time. It was a 
question of privilege. and of the very highest or- 
ider. He hoped it wonld be acted upon this day. 

On motion of Mr. McKennean, the consideration 
of the resolution was postponed until after the com- 
mnittees should have reported. 

Reports were then received. Among them was 
the bill from the committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia, received from the senate for extending the 
charters of the banks in said District. 

Mr. B. pressed for an imriediate consideration 
ofthe bill. He said he was persuaded that it grant- | 
ed to the banks as good terms as they could ob. | 
tain from either house. He considered the terms, 
indeed, as very hard ones; harder, probably, than 
any banks ever had to submit to from a state legisla- 
ture. But, at present, both the banksand the citi- 
zens were ina state of painful suspense; and did 
not know what to do: and it wonld be a relief to 
them to have the bill immediately acted upon. 

Mr. Petrikin inoved to postpone the considera. | 
tion of the bill to Monday week. He remonstrated | 
warinly (though alisost inaudibly to our reporter. 
from the noise inthe house) against the bill, and 
against having it crammed down the throats of gen. 
tlemen without time for consideration. 

Mr. Bouldin reminded the gentleman and the 
house that the charters of the banks would expire 
}on the 4th of July next. If the bill was not acted 
/on speedily, it wonld be too late to act upon it to| 
-any useful purpose. | 





| 














his own constituents had in this bill, he must say 
(a few words in regard to it. It was very true that | 
ithe charters of these banks would expire on the 
4th of July next. It must be plain to every gen- 
tleman that the honse could not, at this time, take 
) up the general subject of banking, or diseuss the 
/question of chartering these District banks for fif- 
|teen or twenty years. He was glad to learn that 
ithe banks were willing to accept the charters ex- 
|tended to them in this bill, which did but prolong 


| terms advantageous to all. The effect of the bill 





‘unsound banks in the District; so that. before con- 
gress shall meet the next time, it would be fully as- | 
,certained which banks were, and which were not. 
| worthy of public confidence. The passing of the | 


oe —— 
sent to act on the bill at once, and that it woulq 
pass in its present shape. 

Mr. Mercer added the exvression of his wish that 
the bill should be acted on now. His own consti 
tuents were deeply interested inits fate. The tering 
granted by it to the banks were very hard; so hard 
that if there were time for the discussion he should 
tnake an effort to mitigate their severity: but ag 
this might endanger the bill he would not press jt 
He considered this as peculiarly an unfit time to 
enter into a general debate on the subject of bank. 
ing: it could scarce avoid being tinctured more op 
less by party spirit. He trusted that the bill, there. 
a such as it was, would be acted on without de. 
ay. 

Mr. Jenifer said it was important to all parties 
interested that some speedy action st:ould be had 
upon the bill just reported, as the charters of 4jj 
those banks would expire by limitation on the 4th 
July next. He agreed with the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. Mercer,) that the provisions of the 
bill unight operate with considerable prejudice, not 
only to the institations, but to all who were in any 
manner concerned in the circulation of the notes of 
the District banks. There were three conditions 
contained inthe bill as it came from the senate, and 
which has been reported by the committee for the 
District of Columbia, without amendment, one of 
which, if adopted, might press heavily upon those 
institutions, without any benefit whatever to the 
community. The billproposes to extend the char- 
ters of those banks for two years after the expira- 
tion of their present term, upon condition— 

Ist. That from and after the passage of this act, 
they shall cease to pay out any note under the de- 
nomination of five dollars. 

2d. That after the Ist day of August next, all 
notes of five dollars shall be paid in specie; and 

3d. That after the first January next, specie 
payments shall be made in full for all their notes, 
and sooner, if the principal banks of Baltimore and 
Richmond should pay specie for their notes. 

Mr. J. said it was to the second condition to 
which he had objection. The banks of Maryland 
and Virginia do not pay specie for their notes of any 
denomination; and what will be the consequence 
of the District banksresnming? Certainly, if there 
continues to be a demand for specie, no matter how 
low the premium the five-dollar notes of the District 
may be at, the banks will be called on to redeem 
them in specie. The result will be, that the banks 
will be compelled not to issue any notes of five dol- 
lars of their own, and those of Maryland and Vir- 
ginia of that denomination will be substituted for 
them. All the notes now in circulation, and there 
isa considerable amount of five-dollar notes out, 
will speedily find their way back to the banks from 
which they were issued. And should those banks 
refuse, as they will, no doubt, to reissue them, a 
clamor will be raised against them for not furnish- 
ing a specie circulating medinm. If the banks 
throughout the country, or those of Baltimore and 
Richmond, paid specie for their five-dollar notes, 
then the condition would be a salutary one. But 
the effect inevitably will be to withdraw fiom cir- 
culation all the five dollar notes of the banks of the 
District of Columbia until the first of January, 
wher a general resumption of specie payments is 
contemplated, and a substitution in their place of 
similar notes cf banks of surrounding states, over 
which congress has no control. 

Let it not, then, be said hereafter. to their prej"- 
dice, shonld a; plication be made for a renewal or 
modification of the charters of those banks, that 
they refnsed to issue five-dollar notes for the ac- 
commodation of the surrounding consmunity, when 
you will, by your own act, have driven them out of 
circulation. 

Mr. J. said he apprehended that his colleague 
(Mr. Thomas) was mistaken when he said the bill 
was acceptable to those interested. The directors 
of those institutions, it is true, may be compelled to 
accept the terms proposed by this bill, more partl- 
cnlarly as a refnsal to do so would, after the 4th of 
July next, forfeit their charters. 

Another objection to the bill is, that it leaves 
them no option, and, therefore, they must accept 
whateverterms you chonse to impose, or their char- 
ters will be forfeited. Mr. J. said at a proper time 
he intended to move an amendment providing ‘Ime 
to enable those banks to wind up and close their 
concerns, should they deem it inexpedient to ac- 
cept a continuation of their charters upon the terms 
proposed by the bill. He should also move to strike 
out the second condition. believing it to be more 
oppressive than the conditions imposed upon any 
of the banks by the states. He did not consider ‘ 
expedient or prudent at the present time to dea 
more rigidly with the banks in the District of Co- 


ferred to in the message; for which end he moved) bill would be the very best mode of settling that|Inmbia than had been exercised by the states of 


the following resolution: 





)point. He hoped gentlemenon all sides would con- 


Virginia and Maryland towards their institutions. 
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——— , : 

Mr. Pelrikin again took the floor against the bill, | 
emonstrating, with some warmth, against the idea 
that the house was to be governed in its legislation 
by the wishes or the banks. Were banks to dic- 
tate ta congress what laws they should enact? [It 
was an insult tothe house. This dictation was the 
work of bank officers and bank directors, not of the 
stockholders. The poor stockholders were mere 
machines, ciphers, to be used for the benefit and at 
the pleasure of the bank boards. He denounced 
the bill as a fraud onthe com:nunity, professed warin 
interest for the welfare of the people of the Dis- 
trict, and challenged an investigation of the atiairs 
of the banks. He complained that all the measures 
of the District committee were, in this way, forced 
down the throats of inembers. He insisted that on 
the very face of the bill it was an imposition on the 
eople: it left au open question as to which were 
the most respectable banks of Baltimore and Rich- 
mond. Who was to settle this point? was it the 
courts of justice, or these bank themselves? 

Mr. Bouldin moved the previous question. Mr. 
Adams said he wished to offer an amendment to the 
pill, and hoped the motion for the previous question 
would be withdrawn. 





of this District because they could call him to no 
reckoning. Buthe had diligently informed himself 
of the probable etiect of this sending the bill back 
to the senate, and also of what were the wishes of 
the people of the District, not only the stockholders 
of these banks, but the people of the District ge- 
nerally, and the result was that be must refuse his 
assent to the commitment of the bill. 

{Here the morning hour expired.] 

Mr. B. moved to suspend the rules to consider 
this bill. 

Mr. Adams reminded him that the existence of 
the globe did not depend on the passage of this bill; 
it could lie over till to-morrow, without any general 
calamity or catastrophe. 

The motion for suspension of the rules was re- 
jected. So the subject lies over till to-morrow. | 

The subject of the president’s message, received | 
to day, now again came up in order, and an inter- | 
esting debate ensued; of which we shall present a'| 
report in the next “RecisTer” At present we, 
can only state that Mr. Hoffman addressed the house, | 
expressing his gratification that the president had | 
fully exonerated himself from all blame in this af- 





Mr. Woodbury, a memorandum directing the clerk 
that they should be filed among the papers in rela- 
ion to paupers. Aftera few words from Mr. Crary, 
the question was carried, and the printing ordered. 

The hour then passed to the consideration of pri- 
vate bills, of which a large number were disposed of, 
And then the house adjourned. 

Saturduy, May 26. Mr. Everett, from the com- 
mittee on Indian atiairs, reported a bill to provide for 
running the boundary lines of lands assigned to In- 
dian tribes west of the Mississippi, and lor survey ing 
portions thereof to be held in severalty. 

Mr. Mathias Morris, from the committee of ex- 
penditures in the department of state, made a report 
at length in relation thereto, 

Mr. Mason, of Ohio. resumed and concluded his 
remarks upon the proposition to print extra copies of 
the reports, evidence, and journal of the duelling 
investigation committee. 

Mr, Potter made a few remarks, in reply, and sus- 
pended his rewmarks when the moraing hour elapsed 
and the house passed to the orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the house went into 
committee of the whole, (Mr. McKennan in the 


> 


He was in favor of the bill, | fair; he did not seem much inclined to acquit the | chair,) and took up the pension bill calendar; and, 


and desirous that it should pass without delay, but) secretary for having such adocument placed on file | having considered thein severally, a large number 
ais . 


desired opportunity to propose an amendinent. Mr. | 
Bouldin declined to withdraw his motion, as he was | 
convinced na better terms could be obtained, and | 
amendments would only risk the bill. The call 
for the previous question was seconded—Ayes 74, 

oes 60. 

‘ Mr. Dromgoole demanded the yeas and nays, but 
the house refused to order them. The previous 
question was then put, and carried. The main, 
yuestion, on ordering the bill to its third reading, 
was decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. H. Allen, J. W. Allen, Ander- 
son, Andrews, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Bell, Bick- | 
nell, Birdsall, Bond, Boon, Borden, Bouldin, Briggs, | 
Bronson, J. Campbell, W. B. Carter, Cheatham, | 
Clark, Cleveland, Coles, Craig, Crary, Crockett, 





and sending it through the president to the house | 
without examination. Mr. Dromgoole thought the | 
committee ought first to be discharzed from the | 
consideration of these documents before any ques- 
tion was made as to returning them to the presi- 
dent. Mr. Whittlesey inquired whether, if the re- 
solution of Mr. Hotfman passed, the obnoxious do- 
cuments would remain on the files of the house, 
and be bound up with the documents of the house? 
The Chair thought they would not. He was told 
by the clerk that the message and documents would | 
be reprinted, omitting these. Mr. .4therton spoke | 
in defence of the secretary. Mr. Driggs replied, | 
and expressed strong disapprobation of the placing 
such documents on file at all. Mr. 
asked Mr. Russell, whether he did not know that: 





were reported to the house, as having passed in com- 
mittee without amenduent. They also reported 
several bills with amendments, and asked leave to 
sit again on others, in which they reported progress, 
which was granted. 

It was then proposed to take the question on en- 
grossing the bills, whose titles are above given, en 
musse. 

The chairman of the committee on revolutionary 
and invalid pensions having stated that each of the 
bills had been acted on separately in committee, this 
course was adopted, and the above recited bills were 
severally ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time this day. 

A number of bills, amended by the committee, 
were next taken up and ordered to a third reading. 


Cushman | 
| 


Dawson, Davies, DeGratf, Dennis, Dunca, Dunn, | such documents were in the department when he 


Edwards, Evans, Everett, Ewing, Farrington, R. | offered the original call for the papers on the sub- | 
Fletcher, Fillinore, Foster, Fry, J. Garland, R.| ject of paupers?) Mr. Russeli denied all knowledge | 


Several bills, (giving room to debate) were laid aside 
in committee, and leave granted to sit again thereon. 
The bill for the relief of capt. James Hunter, 
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Garland, Glascock, J. Graham, Win. Graham, | 
Grantland, Grant, Graves, Gray, Grennell, Haley, | 
Hall, Harnmmond, Hamer, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, | 
Henry, Herod, Howard, Hubley, Ingham, T. B. 
Jackson, H. Johnson, J. Johnson, Keinble, Kilgore, | 
Klingensmith, Logan, Mallory, Marvin, Samson | 
Mason, Maury, Maxwell, R. McClellan, McClure, 
McKennan, Menefee, Mercer, Morgan, M. Morris, | 
C. Morris, Murray, Naylor, Noble, Noyes, Palmer, | 
Parinenter, Pearce, Pennybacker, Phelps, Pickens, | 
Potts, Prentiss, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Reilly, | 
Rencher, Rhett, Ridgway, Rives, Robinson, Rum- | 
sey, Russell, Sheifer, A. H. Sheppard, C. Shepard, | 
Shields, Slade, Southgate, Spencer, Stanly, Stuart, | 
Stone, Stratton, Taliaterro, Taylor, Thomas, Til- 
linghast, Toucey, Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, | 
Weeks, Albert S. White, J. White, E. Whittlesey, | 
T. T. Whittlesey, L. Williams, 8. Williams, Wise, 
Worthington—133. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Aycrigg, 
Wm. B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, Casey, Connor, 
Cushing, Cushman, Davee. Dromgoole, Fairfield, 
Goode, Halsted, Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, Hopkins, 
R. M. T. Hunter, Jenifer, Keim, Leadbetter, 
Loomis, McKay, A. McClellan, Montgomery, 
Owens. Patterson, Peck, Petrikin, Potter, Robert- 
son, Sheplor, Snyder, Foland, Turney, Underwood, 
Webster, Jared W. Williams, Yell—41. 

So the bill was ordered to a third reading. 

When the question as to the time of the third 
reading was put, Mr. Petrikin moved Monday week; 
but the house refused that motion, as well as ano- 
ther for Monday and another for to-morrow; and 
ordered the bill to have its third reading at this 
tine, 

The bill was accordingly read a third time; and 
the qnestion being, shall the bill pass? 

Mr. Adams moved that the bill be recommitted, 
With instructions to report, as a fourth condition of | 
the charter, that the banks shall make no dividends | 
during a suspension of specie payments. On this 
inotion he demnanded the yeas and nays; which were 
erdered, ; 

Mr. Fillmore inquired whether the bill contained 
any clause requiring an acceptance of the charter 
on the part of the banks? This he considered was 
Necessary, in order that, ifthe banks failed to com- 
ply with the conditions of their charters, the holders 
of their notes might have a hold upon them for 
their inoney. Such was the practice in New York. 

_Mr. Bouldin said he had not the smallest objec- 
tion to both the amendments, but he was opposed 
to the recommitmentas likely to be fatal to the bill. 
He Was not, himself an advocate of all the clauses 
of the bill; some of thein he thought very hard ones; 








of it. 

Mr. Cushman made a short speech in defence of 
the secretary. Mr. Hoffman replied, warinly com- | 
plaining that documents so injurious to his consti- | 
tuents should be placed in the archives of the go- | 
vernment, and sent to the house of representatives, | 

Mr. Calhoun, of Massachusetts, inquired whether | 
these documents had been furnished by the depart- | 
ment in a wrilten form, and duly certified, or ina 
printed form, and without certification? 

Mr. Russell produced the originals as sent to the 
committee, consisting of portions cut out from a New 
York paper called the “Truth Teller.” Mr. Cal!- 
houn expressed strong regret at such a mode of re- 
sponding to a cali from congress. Mr. Menefee 
addressed the house; and, in the course of his speech, | 
referred to the doctrine maintained by president) 
Jackson, at the time of the removal of the deposites, | 
respecting the irresponsibility of subordinate offi- | 
cers, and the responsibility of their superior for their | 
acts; which he applied as an argumentum ad homi- 
nem, though he reprobated it himself as abominable. | 

Mr. Sibley propored, as the subject of the abuse | 
of the character of citizens in public documents was | 
under consideration, that the president have leave | 
also to withdraw that portion of his annual messaye | 
in which he imputed to the people of the state of | 
New York the bartering of their elective franchise | 
for the favor of banking institutions, Kc. 

Mr. S. was repeatedly checked by the Chair, and 
called to order by metnbers as discussing a sub e:t 
not connected with the resolution before the hors . 
He then said that he should avail himself of a future 
opportunity to bring this subject up. | 

Mr. Crary ended the debate by moving the pre- 
vious question: but withdrew it at the request of 
Mr. Reed, who asked whether the clerk could with- 
draw a document which had been printed by order 
of the house? He thought not. Besides, if these 
documents should be withdrawn from our files, the 
message of this morning would be unintelligible for 
want of the documents to which it related. The call 
for the previous question was sustained: Ayes 102. 
The previous question was put and carried. And 
the resolution of Mr. Cambreleng, as given above, 
was then agreed to without division. Mr. Cambre- 
leng moved that the message of the president and 
the accompanving documents be laid on the table, 
and printed. Mr. Harlan demanded {a division ot 
the question; and it was first put on laying the mes- 
sage on the table, and carried. The question then 
recurring on the printing, Mr. Harlan stated, in re- 
ply to Mr. Atherton’s apology for the secretary, that 
the printed scraps from newspapers which had been 








and he was not for breaking the bones of the people 


roduced by the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
Russell) had on their margin, in the handwriting of 


which had been postponed in the early part of the 
day, was then taken up for consideration, and after 


debate, read a third time, ordered to be engrossed 
and finally  aggacye 
Mr. Taylor moved that the house go again into 


’ 


committee of the whole on those bills upon which 


progress had already been made, and on which leave 
had been granted to sit again. The motion prevailed, 
and Mr. McKennan resumed the chair; and the com- 
mittee first took up the bill for the relief of Benjamin 
Gannett. [This bill presents a curious case. The 
claimant is represented as the surviving husband of 
Deborah Gannett, to whom he was lawiully married 
on the 7th day of April, 1784: that she died on the 
29th of April, 1827. In the early part of her life the 
said Deborah eulisted as a soldier in the army of the 
revolution, under the assumed name of Robert 
Shurtletf, where she faithfully served her country 
three year, and was honorabiy discharged in Novem- 
ber, 1783. On account of a wound received in the 
service, she received a pension as an invalid until 
the passage of the act of 1818, and received a full 
pension under the act until her disease. The effects 
of the wound which she received followed her 
through life, and probably hastened her death. ‘The 
petitioner is represented to be eighty-three years of 
age, infirin in health, and in indigent circumstances. 
He had two daughters dependent on charity for supe 
port. He asks that he may receive the amount 
of the pension of his wife from the time of her de- 
cease, and that it may be continued to him until his 
death. The claim is sustained by good evidence, 
and Mr. Hastings represented that the claimant is 
now dead, and moved an amendment, whereby the 
children of the claimant may receive the pension. ] 

The amendinent was adopted in committee, and 
the bill ordered to be reported. 

A bill for the relief of Josiah Strong and Samuel 
Remich, and a bill for the relief of James Bailey, 
were, alter some discussion, ordered to be reported 
tothe house. 

The bill for the relief of Pamela Brown, widow 
of the late major general Brown, and granting ber 
tive years’ half-pay of a a, general, under the 
law of congress allowing such pay to the widow cf 
a major general wounded fatally in battle, came up 
for consideration. 

Mr McKay suggested that a former relief granted 
by congress had been taken in lieu of the claim to 
half-pay. Mr. Bronson considered that relief but in 
the light of a gratuity, just after the death of general 
Brown. It ought not to be deducted, as suggested 
by the gentleinan froin North Carolina. Mr. Adams 
hoped such a proposition would not be pressed. He 
could not believe that that house would deduct from 
the half-pay justly due to the widow of the gallant 
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Brown, whose life was shortened by wounds re- | Woods; and also to communicate to the house the! 
ceived in the service of his country, what was but a | correspondence, if any, which the iwo governinents | committee for alist of the names of the preside 


gratuitous relief odered at the time of his death.— 
He knew general Brown well, and could bear cheer- 
ful testimony to the merit of his private as well as 
his public character. He hoped this suggestion of 
Mr. McKay would not be pressed by that gentle- 
man. Mr. Williams, of North Carolina, thought 
with Mr. Adams, that the gratuity alluded to ought 
not to be deducted, if the claim were well founded, 
He could not believe that it was, and should vote 
agzainst the bill. Mr. Williams, of Kentucky, mo- 
ved to strike out the enacting clause, ana opposed 
the bill at some length, upon the ground that this 
claiin was notsustained by competent medical testi- 
mony as tothe death of gen. Brown being the con- 
sequence of his wound in battle. Mr. Haynes took 
a ditferent view of this point. He believed this tes- 
timony was based upon professional minutes, whicli 
he thonght was good evidence, and expressed his 


opinion that gen. Brown did die in consequence of 


wounds received in the service of his country. Mr. 
Grennell said that this claim depended upon the 
character of evidence. That evidence was not lia- 


ble to the objection urged against it here, inasinuch | 


as it is a kind of evidence on which property, char- 
acter, and life depend. It is proiessional testimony, 
and is entitled to respect as such. And it is testi- 
mony, too, based upon the knowledge of the friends 
and intimate acquaintances of the party, and proved 
clearly that gen. Brown died of wounds received in 
the service of his country, just as much as if he had 
died on the day alter those wounds were received. 


Mr. G. asked to have the report in the ease read, | 


Before this should be done, Mr. Taylor referred the 
committee to the law under which this claim was set 
up. Mr. Aycrigg expressed doubts as to the wound of 
gen. Brown being the cause of his death. Mr. 
Mullory (who, as well as Messrs. Haynes, Aycrigg, 
and ‘Laylor, is a medical man) expressed a contrary 
opinion. ‘The motion to strike out the enacting 
clause was then rejected, and the bill was ordered to 
be reported to the house, 


Several other bills having been considered, and | 


the bill to create a pension agency at Montpelier, 
Vt. coming next in order, Mr. Bond said he wished 
to say a few words on this bill. He moved that the 
eominittee rise, and report the bills acted on, and 
ask leave to sit again on those laid aside. This 
motion prevailed, and the house acted on the bills re- 
rvorted. 


Mr. Williams moved that the enacting clause be- 
stricken from the bill for the relief of the widow of | 


the late major general Brown. He moved an ai- 


journment, but withdrew the motion to enable the | 


Chair to lay before the house an executive commual- 
cation. 

The Chair laid before the house a message from 
the presideut of the United States, enclosing es'i- 
mates of the cost of the removal of the Cherokees, 
&e. in answer toa call of the house. Reterred to 
the committee on Indian affairs. ‘The house then 
adjourned, 

Monday, May 28. This day, under the amended 
rules of the honse, being appropriated to the recep- 
tion of resolutions, the states were called in order, 
and the following anong others were presented, and 
variously disposed ol: 

On motion of Mr. Williams, of N. H. it was 


Resolved, That the messaze of the president of 
the United States, communicated to this house on | 
the Mth of February, 1837, transmitting a clan of 
the state of New Hampshire for reimbursement of 


expenses, incurred by that state in maintaining juris- 
diction over that portion of its territory north of the 
45th degree of latitude, known by the name of In- 
dian Streain settlement, be referred to the commitice 
on ioreign aifatrs, 

On motion of Mr. Adams, it was 

Rosolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to cause to be communicated to this 
house, if not incompatible with the publ c interest, 
any correspondence not heretofore communicated 
between this government and that of the republic 
of Texas, and also with the governmentof any other 
country, relating to the annexation of the said re- 
public of Texas to the United States; and to in- 
forin this house whether the application from the said 
government of Texas to the United States for ai- 
mission to this union has been withdrawn. 

Oa motion of Mr. Cushing, of Mass., it was 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested, if in his judgment rot incompatible 


with the public interest, to comininicate to this | 


house the proceedings of the commissioners ap- 


pointed under the seventh article of the treaty of 


Ghent to fix and determine the boundary between 
the United States and the possessions of Great 
Britain, in North America, from the foot of Nebish 
Rapids, as fixed under the sixth article of said treaty, 





|inay have had in relation to the disagreeing reports 
|of said cominissioners, and any other information in 
the possession of the executive on the same subject. 

Mr. Calhoun, of Massachusetts, moved to amend 
the 18th rule by adding thereto the following: 

‘No order or resolution of the house shall be so 
construed as to deny the printing, reading, or re- 
ference of resolves from the leyislature of any state 
in the union.” 

This resolution lies over for one day. 

Mr. Briggs, of Massachusetts, offered the follow- 

ing, which lies over for future action: 
_ Resolved, That the committee on the library be 
Instructed to inquire into the expediency of obtaining 
from Mr. Catlin, an American artist, his original 
Indian portraits, now being exhibited in this city, 
/which were taken by hin during seven years travel 
and residence amongst thirty-eight different nations; 
and also to ascertain from Mr. Catlin upon what 
_terms they may be possessed by the government, to 
_be preserved as memorials of the native tribes whic! 
they represent. 

On motion of Mr. Grennell, it was 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 
requested to cominunicate to the house an account 








government, and transferred to the United States by 
authority of the act of July 13, 1852, entitled ‘An 
act to carry into effect the convention between the 
United States and his majesty the king of the French, 


| 


tion; the mode and medium of transferring the same 
tothe United States; the expenses or other deduc- 


of the moneys received by him from the French | 


concluded at Paris on the 4th of July, 1831,” show- | 
ing the gross amount of the several instalments of | 
indemnity, with interest thereon, as paid by the) be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
‘French government, in execution of said conven- | ' 


209 arencang 


Resolved, That said banks be called upon by 


Said 
hits, 
aks 
respectively, with the amounts due froin each of « Lid 
officers to said banks, either as drawer or endorser 
with the date of the original indebtedness of qi} 
officer to such bank. . eon 
Resolved That said banks be called upon by «a; 
committee for a list of amounts due from member 
of congress, with the name of each member aul 
whether drawer or endorser, and the date of ti 
original loan or indebtedness. 
Mr. Mercer otiered the following, which, beins 
objected to, lies over for future action: " 
Resolved, that the committee on the judiciary he» 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of vestine 
the power of appointing the attorneys and marshajg 
of the several courts of the United States in tho 
judges thereof; that the committee of ways and 
means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of vesting the power of appointing and removing 
the several officers of the customs in the secretary 
of the treasury, with the restriction that he shail, in 
case of every removal, transmit to congress his rea. 
sons therefor; and that the committeefon the post 
office and post roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of causing the salary of the postmaster 
general to be reduced to the suin of $3,500 per an. 
| num, to take eilect whenever a vacancy shail occur 
in the said office, and of requiring that officer, on 
| his removal of any deputy from office, to transinit to 
congress his reasons therefor. 
On motion of Mr. Campbell, of S.C. it was 
Resolved, That the committee on military ailai 
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viding, by law, for the payment of expenses incur- 
red and supplies furnished on account of the batta- 
lion ef South Carolina militia, received into the ser- 


| tions sustained in making said transfer; and the nett | vice of the United States for the suppression of Ip- 
|proceeds thereof payable and paid to the parties | dian hostilities in Florida, during a part of the cau- 


sioners appointed under said convention. 

On motion of Mr Lincoln, it was 
| Resolved, That the committee on military affairs 
be instructed to inquire into tie expediency of di- 
jrecting an iininediate distribution of the arms and 
‘equipments deposited in the several armories and 


pe perrnece in virtue of the award of the commis- 


-arsenals of the United States to the several states | 
‘and territories thereof, in conformity to the act of | 


congress of April 23, 1803, so far as the same cam be 
.done without prejudice to the requiremeats of the 
rublie service, 

Mr. Russell, of New York, offered the following 
-resolution, which lies over for future action: 
Resolved, That the com:nittee of ways and means 
| be instructed toinquire into the expediency of re- 
/pealing so much of the 5th section of the act en- 
‘titled *An act to regulate the deposites of the pub- 
‘lic money,” passed the 23d of June, 1836, as pro- 
hibits receiving in payment for dues to the govern- 
ment, and disbursing the same, the bills of specie- 
/paying banks which issue notes or bills of a less de- 
| nomination than five dollars. And, also, so much 
of the 2d section of the act entitled ‘tan act making 


\appropriations lor the payment of revolutionary and | 
|Other pensioners of the United States, for the year 


| 1836,” passed April 14th, 1836, as_ prohibits the of- 


paign of 1837. 

Mr. Haynes, of Georgia, offered the following, 
which lies over for future action: | 

Whereas, each of the states of this union hasa 
right to participate in the public lands, the cominon 
fund for their use and benefit, according to their res- 
pective proportions in the general charge and ex- 
pendifture: 

vesolved, That as the public lands constitute a 
revenue fund, subject to the said principle of distr. 
bution; and as taxes are levied upon the people, and 
not upon the states, as such, that any distribution 
which may be made of these lands should be mace 
among the citizens of the several states and territo- 
ries of the union, according to the principle by 
which direct taxes are regulated by the constitution; 
and that a select committee be appointed, with in- 
structions to report a bill making an apportionment 
of all the public lands of the United States among 
the citizens of the several states and territories, ac- 
cording to the ratio by which direct taxes are ap- 
portioned among them. 

Mr. Harlan otfered the following, which lies over 
for future action: 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives 
of the United States of America in congress ussem- 
bled, That the next session of the present cong ss 


fering in payment by any officer of a departinent of} shall commence the first Monday of November next. 


'the government the notes or bills of specie paying | 


banks of a less denomination than $20. 

| On motion of Mr. Naylor, it was 

| Resolved, That the secretary of the navy be re- 
quested to communicate to this house coptes of all 
letters, communications, documents, and correspon- 


/ commissioners, naval constractors, and all other ofh- 
cers and persons, relative to the construction, build- 
ing, and eqnipment of the steam-frigate Fulton, 
now at the navy yard at Washington; and also state 
to the house the cost of the said vessel and eqnip- 
nent, designating separately the cost for the hull, 
engines, and boilers. 


office and post roads; which was read, laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed; which is as follows: 
“That newspapers shall be carried in the mail 
‘free of postage within the limits and bounds of the 


published.” 
Mr. Petrikin subinitted the following resolutions, 
which lie over for future action: 





Resolved, That the committee for the District of | 
| Columbia be instructed to call upon the banks with- | 
in the said District who are now asking for an ex-| 


dence which have passed between him and the naval | 


respective counties where the same are printed and | 


‘tension of their charters, to furnish to said commit- | 
tee, for the information of this house, statements of | 


the situation of said banks on the Ist day of this 
month, and give such inforination as will distinctly 


to the northwesterumost point of the Lake of the | show their actual condition on said day. 


| 
| 


On motion of Mr. Garland, of Louisiana, it was 

| Resolved, That the secretary of state be directed 
| to communicate to this house whether there 1s, oF 
not, evidence on file in the department of state, 
showing that the governinent of Spain, after the 


treaty of St. Ildefonso, concluded on the first day of 


October, in the year 1860, between Spain and France, 
did not continue to claim all the territory soulli ol 
the 31st degree of north latitude, and east and north 
of the island of Orleans, lying between the Missis- 
sippi and Perdido rivers, as forming a part of the pro- 
virce of West Florida, until the exeeution of the 
treaty between Spain and the United States on the 





22d day of the month of February, 1819; and whe- 

Mr. Henry, of Pennsylvania, presented an amend- | ther Spain did not continue to hold possession 0! 
ment, which he stated he intended to oifer to bill! said territory, and exercise actual jurisdiction ove! 
No. 802, reported by the cominittee on the post | the same, until about the year 1810: also, whether 


‘there is, or rot, evidence on file showing that the 
government of the United States protested or remon- 
strated against the claim or right set up by France 
to the aforesaid terriiory, under the treaty of ot. Il- 


France and the United States on the 30th day ol 
April, 1803, ceding Louisiana; and, if any such docu- 
ments or evidence do exist, that then the said secre- 
tary communicate the same to this house, together 
with all the documents on file showing the time and 
mannér of taking possession of said territury by the 
United States. 

Mr. Boon offered the following,?which lies ovet 
for future action: 

Resolved, the senate concurring therein, that the 
speaker of the house of representatives and president 


defonso, prior to the execution of the treaty betwee” 





—— 


of the 
by an a 
they pr 
July ne: 
Mr. & 
Resoli 
be instr 
ishing tI 
On th 
decided 
jected. 
© {Man 
also pre: 
for wan! 
Mr. & 
Jution, 1 
“Wh 
member 
against | 
tention 
a govert 
notes 1s 
which a 
proachiil 
and, wh 
the issu 
more to 
governi 
a mediu 
ment: t 
* Rese 
of the U: 
That th 
terms ti 
intentio 
ment a 
circulat! 
per ors 
& Res 
deinn, 1 
div ctly 
bank, 01 
in anyw 
ing of a 
Mr. ¢ 
tine, ar 
he shou 
8. Willi 
would ¢€ 
over. | 
pended 
notion | 
dered, 
pension 
though | 
seolozy 
The t 
followin 
The s 
of whiel 
The ¢ 
about ez 
Mr, | 
¢ minitt 
tility bil 
Bell, w} 
bill frou 
ordered 
tee of t 
** Pro 
that all 
part of 
treaty o 
an addit 
United 
FOvernt 
up the 
country 
to apply 
priated 
Mr. . 
from th 
Resat 
to the h 
lig the 
under t 
anount 
provein 
tion of 
the exe 
and the 
aid wh 
has bee 
the ain 
grated 
therefrr 
aceoun 
that he 
Million, 
Will rey 


Mr, 





DD hae 


© 





eT 


—— 








NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—JUNE 2, 18838—CONGRESS. 223 


~- 








— eee a ee a ar ota SS 
of the senate close the present session of congress | the District bank bill. Mr. Evans hoped that the 
by an adjournment of the two houses over which | house would take up the president’s message upon 
they preside, respeciively, on the first Monday of the northeastern boundary line, which was the order 
July next. of the day. Mr. Cambreleng renewed his motion to 
Mr. Snyder offered the following: suspend the rules to go into committee of the whole 
Resolved, That the committee on military affairs | upon the Indian hostility appropriation bill; which 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of abol- | motion prevailed. 
ishing the military acadeiny at West Point. The house having again gone into committee of 
On the question to agree to this resolution, it was | the whole, (Mr. Howard in the chair,) Mr. Graham 
decided in the negative. So the resolution was re- | of N. C., whose remarks had been suspended when 
jected. Ape: the committee rose, on a former day, resuined the 
(Many other resolutions of minor linportance were | floor in support of the New Echota treaty. Atter 
also presented, which are omitted in this day’s paper | Mr. Graham concluded, Mr. Haynes took the floor, 
for want of room.] and addressed the committee at length in support of 
Mr. S. Williams offered the following joint reso- | the bill. He had made some progress, when he gave 
lution, which was read: way to the motion of 
« Whereas, the opinion is entertained by many Mr. Underwood, that the committee do now rise; 
members of the house of representatives who voted | which motion prevailed. 
against the issuing of treasury notes that it is the in- The house, on motion of Mr. Garland, of Virginia, 
tention of the adininistration to fix upon the country | went into committee of the whole, (Mr. Montgomery 
a government bank, and that the issuing of treasury | in the chair,) and took up the bill to establish an ad- 
notes is the commencement or foundation upon | ditional district court in Tennessee, which, being 
which a government bank, or something nearly ap- | considered, was reported to the house, and ordered 
roaching thereto, is to be erected and established; | to be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow. 
and, whereas, in the opinion of those who opposed} On motion, the house adjourned. 
the issuing of treasury notes, there is not any thing; Tuesday, May 29. Mr. Boon moved that the 
more to be deprecated than the establishment of a| house take up a resolution moved by him, fixing a 
government bank, or the issuing of treasury notes as| day for the adjournment of congress. Objection 
a medium or currency for the people and the govern- | being made, he moved a suspension of the rules, in 
ment: therefore— (order to take up bis motion, but the house refused | 
«Resolved by the senate and house of representatives | to suspend them. | 
of the United States of America in congress assembled, Petitions having been presented by Messrs. C.. 
That they deprecate and condemn in the strongest; Morris and Tillinghast, reports from coinmittees | 
terms the issning of treasury noles with a view or) were read, among them the following: | 














extension was to be for two years, or two months, 
ortwo hundred years. It was a first principle of 
justice that no bank should make a dividend while 
under a suspension of specie payments. He never 
would vote to continue any bank charter for one 
day without a clause preventing this. All he wish- 
ed was the yeas and nays. 

Mr. Mercer now renewed the motion for the pre- 
vious question. This motion was seconded by the 
house: Ayes 86, noes 56. 

Mr. Petrikin wanted the yeas and nays; but the 
house refused to order them. 

The previous question was then put, and car- 
ried; and the main question was ordered to be put. 
The main question being upon the passage of the 


bill in the following form; 


A bill s*to continue the corporate existence of the 
banks in the District of Coluinbia.” 

Be it enacted, &c. ‘That the charters of the Farmers 
and Mechanics’ Bank of Georgetown, the Bank of 
the Metropolis, Patriotic Bank of Washington, and 
Bank of Washington, in the city of Washingion, and 


ithe Farmers’ Bank of Alexandria, and Bank of Po- 


tomac, in the town of Alexandria, be, and the same 
are hereby, extended to the fourth day of July, in the 
year eighteen hundred and forty: provided, the said 
banks, each for itself, shall contorin to the following 
conditions: 

Ist. ‘l'o cease receiving or paying out all paper cur- 
rency of less denomination than five dollars, on or be 
fore the day of the pro:nulgation of this act. 

24. To redeem all their notes of the denomination of 
five dollars in gold or silver, from and afier the first day 
of August in the present year. 

3d. ‘To resume specie payments in full, on or before 
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| the first day of January, in the year one thousand eigut 
| hundred and thirty-nine, or sooner if the principal banks 
\of Baltimore and Richmond should sooner resume 


O- intention to fix upon the country and the govern- Mr. Craig from the committee on revolutionary 
I. ment a government paper currency or mediuin or} claims, roported the following preamble and reso- 
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circulation in lieu of gold aad silver or the bank pa-! lution: 
per of specie-paying banks. | Considering the long delay which has unavoida- | 

“ Resolved, further, That they deprecate and con- | bly attended the action of congress on many cases 
deinn, in teruns eqnally strong, any attempt, either | subinitted to the committee on revolutionary claims | 
divectly or indirectly, to establish a government) ia the ordinary course of legislation, 
bank, or any institution that approaches thereto, or; Resolved, That the chairman of that committee be | 
in anywise resembles or has the appearance or color- | instructed to make the following proposition to the | 
ing of a government bank.” /house for adoption, viz. that the house will, at 12) 
Mr. Cushman objected to its consideration at this | o’clock on Saturday, the 2d of June, go into com- 
tine, and when it should come up for consideration | mittee of the whole house on the bill reported irom 
he should move its indefinite postponement. Mr.}| the committee on revolutionary claims. 
S. Williams said that he did not suppose the house Mr. Loomis moved to amend this resolution by 
would ever reach the resolution, if allowed to lie! adding, ‘and all other private bills before the house, | 
over. He therefore moved that the rules be sus-! each in its proper order.” Motion so io amend ne- 
pended for ifs consideration at this time. On this! gatived. Mr. Russe/l moved to amend the resolu- 
motion he asked the yeas and nays; which were or- | tion by adding: ‘and the report of the co:nmittee 
dered. Mr. Adams said he should vote for the sus-| on revolutionary pensions in the case of Stephen 
pension of the rules to allow of its consideration, | Freeman, now in committee of the whole house.’ | 
though he should prefer soine alteration in the phra- ; Motion lost. 
seology of the resolution. 

The house decided not to suspend the rules by the 


{ 


| The resolution was then amended by adding “a 
‘ | bill to enlarge the provisions of the act entitled | 
following vote—Yeas 81, nays 84. ‘an act granting half-pay to widows or orphans 

The states were then called in order for petitions, | whose husbands and fathers have died of wounds | 
of which a large number were presented. ‘received in the military service of the United | 

The call for petitions being over, the Chair was; States in certain cases, and for other purposes;’ a 
about calling for reports of committees, when | bill granting half-pay and pensions to certain wi- 

Mr. Cambreleng moved that the house go into! dows; a bill to revive an act authorizing certain 
¢ mimittee of the whole, and take up the Indian hos- | soldiers of the late war to surrender the bounty 
tility bill. He withdrew it at the request of Mr.| lands drawn by them, and to locate others in lieu 
Bell, who oitered the following amendment to that) thereof, and for other purposes; also, the several 
bil fron the committee on Indian affairs, which was | bills granting navy pensions.”” Thus amended the 
ordered to be printed, and comuitted to the commit- | resolution was agreed to. 
tee of the whole house. Mr. Bouldin moved to take up the senate bill for 

“Provided, that if the president shall ascertain | continuing the charters of the banks in the District | 
that all dissatisfaction and further opposition on the | of Columbia. After some preliminary conversa-_ 
part of any portion of the Cherokee Indians to the | tion between Messrs. Bouldin, 4dams, and Petri- | 
treaty of 1335 can be allayed or avoided by allowing | kin, the motion was carried. The Chair stated that 
an additional compensation for lands ceded to the! the bill had been engros-ed and reada third time; 
United States by said treaty, and that thereby the | and that, pending the question on the passage of the 
government may be saved the expense of keeping! bill, the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. | 
up the large military force within the Cherokee | Adams) had moved its recommitment to the comn- | 
country now contemplated, he is hereby authorized | mittee for the District of Columbia, with instruc. | 
to apply two millions of doilars of the sum appro- | tions to amend the bill by adding a proviso that the 
priated by this act to that object.” banks should proclaim no dividend during a sus- 
_ Mr. Bell also presented the following resolution, | pension of specie payments; on which motion the 
froin the same coinmittee, which was adopted: house had ordered the yeas and nays. 

Resolved, That the secretary of war communicate Mr. Petrikin moved to amend the instructions 
fo ‘he house any information in his department show- | proposed by Mr. Adams, by adding thereto a pro- 
lig the value of Cherokee improvements assessed | viso that no member of congress, nor clerk of ei- 
idler the treaty of 1835; and that he also state what | ther house, be eligible to a president or director of 
“nount of money has already been paid for said im-| the banks in the District. Mr. Thomas demanded 
provements; whether the improvements of that por-| the previous question; but withdrew it at the re- 
‘lon of the Cherokees who have heretofore opposed | quest of Mr. Mercer, who promised to renew the 
the executions of said treaty have been examined, | motion; but he wished particularly to observe that, 
and the value thereof assessed; and whether any, |if the bill had proposed to continue these bank 
aud what portion of the value of said improvements | charters for fifty years, he should have deemed it 
has been paid, and in what manner, distinguishing | important to insert the amendment proposed by the 
the amount paid to the Cherokees who have emi-} honorable gentleman from Massachusetts; but as the 
Brated for improvements, with the amount deducted | term was but two years, as the banks were to pay 
“ierefrom for their debts, and the amount paid on| their five dollar bills in specie in August, and all 
“Ccolint of the spoliations of such Cherokees; and | their debts in specie on the Ist of January next, he 

iat he also state the estimated balance of the five | did not consider it worth while to delay the mea- 
millions Stipulated to be paid by said treaty, which} sure by amendments. [Mr. M. forgot to renew the 
Will remain to be divided according to its provision. | motion for the previous question.] Mr. Adams 
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i bam, Childs, Clark, Clowney, Coles, Corwin, Craig 





lr. Bouldin made an ineffectual attempt to get up | said it was perfectly immaterial to him whether the 


specie payments in tall. 

The question on the bill’s passage was decided 
thus: 

YEAS—Messrs. H. Allen, Anderson, Banks, 


| Beatty, Bierne, Bicknell, Biddle, Birdsall, Bond, 


Borden, Bouldin, Briggs, Brodhead, Bronson, 
Buchanan, John Calhoon, W. B. Campbell, John 
Campbell, Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, Cheat. 

ig, 
Crary, Cranston, Crockeit, Cusbing, Cushman, 
Dawson, DeGrati, Dennis, Edwards, Evans, Far- 
rington, Fairfield, R. Fletcher, Lillmore, Foster, 
Ivy, J. Garland, R. Garland, Glascock, W. Graharn, 


Grautiand, Grant, Graves, Griffin, Haley, Hall, 
‘Hammond, Hamer, Harlan, Harrison, Harper, 


Henry, Herod, Howard, Hubley, Ingham, J. Jack- 
son, H. Johnson, J. Johnson, Kilgore, Klingen- 
smith, Legare, Lincoln, Logan, Lyon, Marvin, 


| Martin, Maury, May, Maxwell, Robert McClellan, 


Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, Morgan, C. Morris, 
Murray, Naylor, Noyes, Paliner, Pearce, Penny- 


backer, Phelps, Pickens, Pope, Potts, Prentiss, 


Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Reilly, Rencher, Ridg- 
way. Rives, Robinson, Rumsey, Russell, Sergeant, 


|Shetfer, A. H. Shepperd, Shields, Slade, Spencer, 


Stanly, Stuart, Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, Thomas, 
Tillinghast, Titus, Vail, Vanderveer, Weeks, A. S. 


White, J. White, Elisha Whittlesey, T. T. Whit- 


tlesey, L. Williams, Sherrod Williains, C. H. Wil- 


liams, Worthington, Yorke—151. 


_ 


NAYS-—Moessrs. Adams, Alexander, Atherton, 


/Win. B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, Casey, Connor, 
'Dromgoole, Dunn, Everett, Goode, Halsted, Hawes, 


Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, Hopkins, R. M. T. Hun- 
ter, T. B. Jackson, Keim, Kemble. Leadbetter, 
Lewis, Loomis, Mallory, McKay, Abraham McClel- 


lan, Montgomery, Noble, Ogle, Owens, Patterson, 


Peck, Petrikin, Potter, Pratt, Robertson, Sawyer, 
Sheplor, Snyder, Taylor, Turney, Webster, Jared 
W. Williams, Yell—45. 

So the bill was passed, and now wants but the 
president’s signature to become a law. 

The house then proceeded to the orders of the 
day, and took up the message received from the 
president a few days ago, on the subject of the north- 
eastern boundary of the United States. 

Mr. Evans moved that so much of the message as 
related to the remuneration of the certain indivi- 
duals therein named be referred to the committee on 
foreign affairs, and that the residue thereon be for 
the present laid upon the table. 

On this subject Mr. Zvans went at large into an 
examination of wiiat he understood to be the propo- 
sition made by the American to the British govern- 
ment, fora new survey of the disputed Jine; con- 
tending that it was, on all grounds, highly inexpe- 
dient and of dangerous tendeucy, and that the state 
of Matne was entirely and irreconcilably opposed to 
it. Mr. Fairfield, who followed Mr, Evans in de- 
bate, agreed that if the proposition was such as his 
colleague understood it to be, it would be highly inex- 
pedient; but expressed it as his opinion that the pro- 
position was dilferent, and did not involve the danger- 
ous consequences supposed. Mr. Cushman took sub- 
stantially the same view of the proposition which Mr. 
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Evans had done, and went into some illustrations to 
show that the proposition of our government would 
necessarily eventuate in giving up the American 
claiins. Mr. Cambreleng now moved the previous 
question; but withdrew it at the requestof Mr. How- 
ard, wio, having pro:nised to renew it, insisted that 
the proposals of the secretary of state had been misiun- 
derstood; and argued that they involved no departure 
from Lie treaty, nor any abandonment of the Ameri- 
can claiins, but on the contrary provided for the 
true and proper mode of settling those claims. He 
complained of the discussion of the propositions ofa 
pending negotiation as premature and improper; and 
regretted that the question seemed to have been 
treated by the state of Maine as though she alone, 
and not the whole country, were interested in it. 

The debate was closed by Mr. Howard’s renew- 
ing, according to promise, the motion for the pre- 
vious question. Mr. Thomas moved a call of the 
house. 

‘The yeas and nays were demanded, and, being ta- 
ken, stood yeas 81, nays 39. But further procee:- 
ings in the call were dispensed with. The call for 
the previous question was seconded, ayes 63, noes 
5Y. 

The previous question was then put, and decided 
by yeas and nays, a3 follows: Yeas 89, nays 61. 

The main question was on the reference of so 
much of the message as referred to the repayment ol 
expenditure of certain moneys by the state of Maine; 
but-before it was put, Mr. Evans moved that the 
whole subject do lie on the table; which motion was 
carried, ayes 88, noes not counted. 

The house then, on motion of Mr. Cambreleng 
went into committee of the whole on the state ot 
the union, (Mr. Howard in the chair,) and resumed 
the consideration of the bill for the suppression of 
Indian hostilities. 


Mr. Haynes continued his speech in favor of the 
bill, in the course of which he adverted to the 
course of policy pursued by Georgia to the Cheio- 
kees; denounced Joliu Ross as perfidious to the 
United States, to Georgia, and to his own nation; 
and expressed deep regret at the late course of the 
executive, as calculated to raise false hopes in that 
people, and lead to very unpleasant consequences 
on the part of the state contiguous. 

A motion was now made for the rising of the 
coinmittee by Mr. Harlan, of Kentucky; but it was 
negatived, ayes 58, noes 67, 


Mr. H. arose and addressed the house for a short, 


time; when he gave way for a motion that the 
committee rise; which was negatived: Ayes 58, 
noes 63. Mr. H.had proceeded about half an hour, 
when he again yielded the floor, and the motion for 
an adjournment was renewed, but with no better 
success: Ayes 50, noes 76. Mr. Chambers, doubt- 
ing the correctness of the last count, inoved again 
that the cominittee rise; when, the vote being taken 
by tellers, stood: Ayes 23, noes 76. No quorum 
having voted, the committee rose, and the chair 

man reported the fact to the house. Mr. Under- 
wood moved that the house adjourn; but it was de- 
cided in the negative: Ayes 59, noes 83. Mr. 
Adams moved a call of the house. The Chair doubt- 
ed whether the motion was in order; as the rule 
declared that, in such a case, as soon as a quorum 
appeared, the house should immediately go again 
into committee; but on reflection, the chair adinit- 
ted the motion as privileged. Mr. Wise asked if it 
would be in order, at this time, to move an adjourn- 
ment? The Chair thought the entertainment of 
such a motion would be a violation of the spirit of 
the rule. Oh, (said Mr. W.) if it is only of the 


- s ° ° - 4 ° ° ° pa a 4 | pp 
spirit, L will make the motion. The Chair, after) representatives elected trom the state of Mississip- | | 
slight hesitation, adinitted the motion. Mr. Adams, pi, appeared, and, afler Mr. Prentiss had declare 


deinanded the yeas and nays; which being taken 
resulted as follows: Ayes 59, nays 88. Mr. ddams 
insisted that the question on the call of the house be 
put. Mr. Dromgoo/e made a question of order; in- 
sisting that the rule must be enforced, and that the 
house must immediately go into cominittee. Mr. 
Adams observedthat more than one hundred members 
were absent without leave, and protested against the 
residue being compelled by a majority to stay, unless 
they had the power of enforcing the attendance of the 
absent members. [It was now near six o’clock.] 
Mr. Thompson said that, if gentlemen were dis - 
posed to give up the intellectual contest, and go in- 
to one of a physical kind, he was ready for them, 
and would vote for calls and adjourninents, and yeas 
and nays, for sixteen hours, (to the hour of meet- 
ing to-inorrow.) Mr. Boon exhorted gentleinen, 
rather than give way, to sit till the last week in 
June. He was ready now to sit there till June. 
Mr. Dromgoole appealed from the decision of the 
chair, but declined to go into an argument. The 
Speaker stated in full the grounds of his decision, 
the point being now raised for the first time. Mr. 
Reed supported the decision in a short speech, in 
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which he complained of the course of business; one The house then went into committee of the who}, 
portion of the house left the hall, so as to disable | on the Indian hostility appropriation bill; the pro. 
the house from proceeding for want of a quorum, | ceedings on which will be given hereafter. 

got their dinners, and then returned and kept the Thursday, May 31. A portion of the day wag 
residue of the house in session. The decision of| spent in the reception of reports, after which the 
the chair was sustained by the house. The motion] house again wentinto committee on the Indian ap. 
of Mr. Adams for a call of the house was then ta-| propriation bill, and thus remained until a Jate 
ken, and decided by yeas and nays, as follows:| hour. Particulars in our next. 


Yeas 47, nays 99. r 
There now being a qucrum present, the house| p ; CHRONICLE, 

immediately went into committee of the whole stressing accident. _ On Saturday afternoon a son 
- : +) of Mrs. Eastwood, a widow lady, residing at No. 154 
(Mr. Howard in the chair.) Mr. Haynes thereupon | Norfolk street, aged 8 years, being persuaded by hic 
moved that the committee rise; the vote was taken | playmates in the neighborhood, escaped from his mo, 
by tellers, and decided in the negative: Ayes 46,| ther’s observation and wandered as far as the ship 
noes 78. Mr. Harlan resumed his speech, after | yards in the vicinity of the dry dock. Having eraw'e, 
some time, yielded again to a motion by Mr. Reed | upon the scaffolding of a ship upon the stocks he be. 
for the rising of the committee. The motion was | came dizzy, and was precipitated to the ground with 
negatived: Ayes 46, noes 71. There appearing oth violence driving in upon the a large portions 
again to be no quorum present, the committee was = ne reg agen me Kara techies 
—)}E "ere S . S 2 : , capa Ost, 
psc red re de city na Mage eg who peeled the operation of trepanuing the patient 
comm vorr's P : . Y | and raised the piece of bone. Great hopes are entey. 

were withouta quorum. Mr. Williams of N. C. 


J t i tained of the chila’s recovery. [N. Y. Com. 
moved that the house adjourn. On this motion Mr. Great match race, at SG the Leviathan oo 


Toucey demanded the yeas and nays, which were Luzborough, four year old nags for $5,000 g 
ordered; and, being taken, resulted as follows: | side, four mile heata, was run over the Nasliville 
Yeas 54, nays 80. So the house refused to adjourn. | course on the 23d. The track was heavy from the 
[It was now half past seven.] The house again) previous rains. The friends of Leviathan, brought 
went into committee of the whole Mr. Howard re-| to the stand James Jackson & co’s. ch. f. Sarah 
suming the chair. Mr. Harlan proceeded with his; Bladen, dam Morgianna, by Pacolet, and the friends 
speech; but gave way, at a quarter betore eight, for | of Luzborough, Dr. Merry’s b. f. Leila, dam Sally 
a motion to rise. The motion was negatived—Ayes | Hope, by Archy. ° , 
34, noes 63. No quorumhavingvoted. Thecom-| The Luzborough filly was distanced on the fourt) 
mittee was counted, when 113 members appeared| round. Time, 8m. 50s. 

to be present. The committee thereupon rose, and | Twenty thousand dollars stolen. A tin box con- 
reported to the house that a quorum was not in at- | taining upwards of $20,000, in bank notes and 
tendance. Mr. Dromgoole demanded a count ofthe | drafts of New York, was taken from the Trenton 
house. The speaker counted the members present, | rail road office in Philadelphia, on Wednesday last, 








| 


and they were found to be 114. Mr. Wise moved | and has not since been found. It was intrusted to 
an adjournment. Mr. Duncan demanded the yeas | the conductor to take to New York: be left it in the 
and nays; which were ordered, and resulted as fol- | office, and in the hurry of departure, forgot it. 
a'ce » , ‘er f S -—- s ¢ es R e 

lows: Yeas 57, nays 76. Sothe house refused to; mfr. Clay, during his late visit to this place pur- 
adjourn, and went back into committee of the whole. | chased of Mr. Samuel Canby, of Woodside farm 
. : ° me > ~- . ° he ~ as ly 
ref ss pe St re gage eam /one of his short horned Durham calves, about 7 
all past C1gnt O ChoeK. ME. IO sey, OF kre0., OOfaIN- | months old. The price was one hundred and filty 
ed the floor, and moved that the committee rise. | We tsust our farmers will tele. notice 


; dollars. 
The motion was negatived—Yeas 46, noes 75, (the of the fact, and of the inducement it holds out to the 
chair voting, to make a quorum.) 


5). Mr. Holsey| cultivation of this valuable breed of cattle. [ Del. 
commenced his speech, and had proceeded to five | Journal. 


. 2 bd > 9 _ . / . vf ° | z 
ininutes past nine o’clock, when Mr. McKay mov- | The reported murder of Dr. Brewster, of Georgia 
lk ¢ ; > rl 7 4 +; > = e ; . : . 5 , 
indice eek san rae arse idea ale to _by the Cherokees, proves unfounded. It was got 
sf Rte? fh page ene BBS tg, site Ren lates. “up, no doubt, to operate on the members of congress 
ted, the committee was counted, when there appear- | 


aval = a ° eitt ately c torpa,t +}, 

ed to be 100 members present. The committce | ea ee —— 
then rose, and reported that they were without a Mi “ i re ee a ae IER Te 
quorum. Mr. Boon moved an adjournment. Mr. | p yg cae Ii u "Wild Ca we hird ps 
Cushman demanded the yeas and nays, which, being | Ca ee OF nb ays al; Cat; = 1 apa 
taken, resulted as follows: Yeas 55, nays 70. So} atantount. ' O- Dest quanty, 1 ee: ened, it takes 
the house refused to adjourn, and went again into | ave pecks to make a bushel. 
committee. Atten minutes before ten o’clock, a| Promotions. The Green Bay Democrat states 
notion was made for the committee to rise, but | that gov. Dodge is offered the situation of brigadier 
without suecess—Ayes 44, noes 45. No quorum! general in the army, and that the hon. Aaron Van- 
voting, the house was counted; when 108 members | derpoel, of Kinderhook, is spoken of as his suc- 
were found to be present. The committee being | cessor. : : 
about to rise for want of a quorum, Mr. Wise ap-| | Dividend of the safety fund. The comptroller, 
pealed to the committee. He observed it was iin- since the resumption of specie payments, has ~— 
possible to force the question to-night. He should | 4 dividend of 4 per cent. on the capital of the saiety 
claim the right of reply to those who had replied to fund paid into the treasury, and has apportioned 
him on this Seminole chapter; for there were two) the same among the safety fund banks in proportion 
chapters to this bill—a Cherokee chapter, and a| tothe amount contributed by each. [.416. Argus. 
Seminole chapter, and the one would be found quite | A report has been made to the Boston common 
as long as the other. The committee then rose, | council, upon the subject, of erecting a city hali on 
and reported themselves to be without a quorum, | the lot now occupied by the old court house. The 
when the house adjourned. expense is estimated at $100,000, which it is pro- 

a mob a , ee - , | posed to defray out of the city’s portion of the sur- 

Wednesday, May 30. Messrs. Prentiss and Word, | st sweets Rd hich tds wi nt Se £140,000. 
| Count Confuloniert. We learn from the New 


d | . : ° 4 
: , : | York Evening Star, that the Italian exile, coun! 
that he and his colleague did no seats | ’ a*. a ; , j Pr eee 
D t claim their se its | Confalonieri, lately in New York, is now residing 


by virtue of the recent election, bi » of | . * 

J bots ae * ms it by virtue of _at Montpelier. There he can see at least the Alpine 
the election in November last, were qualified. The} >: ; lay can 
me <pimed le | region on the coast of Italy, and ina bright day cat 
rules were now suspende, and the joint resolution | almost catch a cieam of Sardinia = , 
from the senate, prohibiting the secretary of the | ats Yonsne Whitney? 

‘ : A et pags : A “tC ; ae r* nace 
treasury froin making or continuing in force any ni sehen on BE Myson ot Be Sete 93 Fee. 
5 ’ |a revolution in that fabric by its simplicy of str 


aS - re 
general order, which shall create any difference ture and expedition in movement, so Mr. Gay’s p* 

. < i > Pe | . . fe ’ 
tent winders are likely to do the same for silk— 


between the different branches of the revenue as to 
the money or medium of payment in which debts They wind the fibres directly upon the spools from 
the cocoons, and then twist them into threads with 


or dues, accruing to the United States shall be paid, 
>} the same remarkable rapidity and precision [ia 


was taken up. The resolution was then read twice 
and, the question being on its third reading,Mr. Boon| prose. The Cincinnati Post of Saturday says: 
“there was frost this morning in the country, fol- 


moved the previous question—seconded. Mr. Sher- 

rod Williams called for the yeas and nays on ordering | jowed by a fine bricht sun. P.M. cloudy 

the bill to a third reading, which were ordered, and| — -pyo Ae has risén four feet in the saat twenty- 

stood yeas 151, nues 27. So the bill was ordered | ¢,4+ hours to 12 ee. and is still rieine fast.” , 

to a third reading; and, after an ineffectual attempt Cold in Boston it ae sat 1d is OE on the 
‘ . ‘as so cok : 


by Mr. Duncan to recommit, Mr. Boon called for on ore 
the previous question, which was seconded. Mr. | 29th ult. that fires were found to be indispens: 


Chapman of Alabaina, asked for the yeas and nays, | to comfort. ; The great body of ice still off Halifax, 
on the passage of the bill which were ordered and | !8 Said to affect the temperature of the atmosphere: 
stood yeas, one hundred and fifty four—nays twenty-| Canal and rail road tolls. The whole amount re- 
nine—so the joint resolution was passed and return-| ceived this season on the Pennsylvania canal an 

ed to the senate. | railroad, up to the 13th of May, was $456,926 1°: 
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